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INTRODUCTION. 



IT being cuftomary for every fcribbler 
when they tranfmit their works to the 
public, to give fome account of the fubject 
they treat of, and the motives that induced 
them to fuch an undertaking, (by way of 
preface) I therefore beg leave to acquaint the 
perufers of the following meets, that they are 
the production of a female pen, which acknow- 
ledgment will, I hope, in fome meafure, plead 
an excufe for their errors, and be a means of 
preferving them from a great part of that cen- 
fure they may be juflly intitled to. 

As to the contents they are a plain rela- 
tion of fome remarka61e events, with as little 
variation as poflible, from the account I re- 
ceived from a friend who was formerly well 
acquainted with the parties concern'd ; but 
for fome good and fufficient reafons, I chole 
to give the perfons and places feign'd mime?, 
and to relate the ftorv in a feries of letters, 
that have indeed nothing to recommend them 
to the readers attention, (except being founded 
on facts) as they are void of any embellifh- 

ment 
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ment oflanguage or fentiment, But as novel 
reading is become fafhionable, I hope the in- 
troducing one requires little apology. 

The motives of the publication, procee 
from two defires, in which, as I am equally 
anxious, I have endeavour'd to the utmoft of 
my ability, to prove equally iuccefsful, the 
amufement of the purchafer, and the bene- 
fit of their 

Moft obliged 
and obedient 

humble Servant^ 

The Author. 
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LETTER T. 

M'fs Courtly to Mifs Wellers. 

"\ /T Y ^ ear ^ ann y no doubt wonder 
\/i at my long filencc ; but I hope, 
T -A- and trail, when fhe knows the oc- 
cafion, me will readily excufe her friend : my 
aunt Kitty has been extremely ill, and I was 
the only perfon fhe would fufFer to attend 
her-, fhe well deferves my tendered rare, I 
have often experienced hers; fhe is now much 
better, and I have taken this my firit oor 
tunity of complying with the defire exp! 
in your I aft epiftle. I cannoi: poflibly ex 
the prefent fituation of my affairs "wit 
giving you a kind of a hiftorv of my 
(the ben; part of which you arc well 
quainted with) from the time of my 
Mamma's death to this prefent fev-nte 
year of my age. I believe the eafteft 
of telling my ftory will be as to one 
knew nothing of it. 
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To be truly fenfible of a mother's value 
one muff, have' experienced the lois of her-, 
this lois Ifuftained in the eighth year of my 
age; flie left a fon two years older than me» 
and a daughter one year younger; it was 
thought quite improper for me to remain 
with my father, it being a dangerous age to 
be left to fervants management I was there- 
fore lent to fchool in a few months after my 
mother's death, and my brother to an aca- 
demy ; my father could not think of parting 
with ail his children at a time (To foon alter 
the lofs of his wife) lb refblved on keeping 
my filler Emily at home for fome months, 
and never after could bring himfelf to a refo- 
lution of parting with her, which was the 
fource of my misfortunes : my abfence, and 
her prefence, made great difference in his af- 
fections between us ; and as his love increafed 
towards her, his diflike was more and more 
apparent to me. During the fpace of eigh 
years my brother and I lived very unhappy at 
our feparate fchools, never feeing my father 
but at the times of breaking up, and then our 
holidays were very much Ihortened, and our 
time fpent lefs agreeable than at fchool. 

My brother was then lent to the Univer- 
fity to compleat his education and I being 
arrived at the age of fixteen, and generally 

thought 
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thought handfbme, became very much the 
talk of the neighbouring gentlemen, Horatio 
was one who moft diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his particular regard to me ; he was an ac- 
compli fhed man, his age about twenty- three. 
I will open my heart to my Fanny and hide 
nothing from her, I thought him more than 
agreeable and gave him the fmall encourage- 
ment that lay in my power : the vigilance of 
my tutorefs perhaps prevented my ruin, but 
I think fhe neither acled a prudent or friendly 
part: without admonifhing Horatio, or re- 
proving me, (he lent to my father (as I have 
reafon to imagine) a much worfe account 
than I H^eferved. 

I was one day mufing on the unmerited in- 
difference of my father toward me, when I 
was furprized with the account of his being 
at the fchool, and wanting to fpeak with me: 
I joyfully obeyed the fummons, but how fbali 
I defcribe the agony I was in, when, with a 
Hern look and angry voice, he pronounced 
thele words : ct I have fent for you, Jemima. 
" to acquaint you, that you are to leave this 
" place to-morrow morning j where your 
" next refidence will be, I am not yet deter- 
" mined. Your imprudence has rendered it 
" neceffary where ever you are, that you 
B- 2 " mould 
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" mould be under flrict confinement ; and, 
" I think, my own'houfe the propereft place, 
*f but that I tremble at the thoughts of 
" having you fo near my Emily •, fhe, has 
*' hitherto, been a prudent, good, and du- 
" tiful child, and fhould you corrupt her, I 
" mould then have no comfort in lite.'* He 
was then pleafed to order me from his pre- 
fence ; I complyed, with the afliftance of 
Mrs. Teachum, for I was almoft unable to 
walk : when I was a little compofed, I got 
my things in readinefs for my departure, 
took leave of my fchool fellows, and the 
next morning let out in a chariot my father 
lent for me ; I knew not where I was to be 
conveyed, but in a few hours found myfelf 
arrived at my father's gate : I was conducted to 
a chamber by my fillers, Abigail, who fneer- 
ingly told me, fhe would not infift on my 
paying garnifh, then flirted out of the room, 
and locked the door. I faw not my father 
nor fifter for a week. In a few days after my 
arrival, Mrs. Abigail told me, that at my 
filler's intercefiion, my father permitted me 
to walk in the garden from fix till eight in 
the morning ; I was glad of that privilege, 
and rejoiced to find her attendance was ex- 
cufed-, in one of thofe walks it was, that I 

met 
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met our friend Mils Brand, who contrived to 
. give me an account of Horatio's behaviour 
; on my being fo fuddenly removed, I think, 
r indeed, he did not behave well to the father 
of her for whom he profeffed fo great a re- 
gard. Mils Brand lent the next morning 
about feveri o'clock to know how our family 
did, her fcrvant came in at the back door 
through the garden, I met her, and imme- 
diately wrote a letter to thank that lady for 
her kindncfs lo me, to inform her of the 
fituation of my affairs, and to beg the favour 
of "her to convey a note from rrb to Horatio y 
depending that me would, I enclofed it (un- 
fealed) in my letter to her j the*contents were 
to upbraid him for his haughty behaviour to 
my Father, and to charge him as he valued 
my efteem, to amend it for the future. Thus 
I infenfibly drew myfelf into a private corre- 
fpondence, which, in any other cafe (than 
mine is at prefent) I mould abhor. A few 
weeks after my return home, my uncle Shel- 
dern died, and my aunt Kitty came to live 
with my Father : me procured me the.liberty 
I now enjoy of making one in the family, 
and the ftill greater liberty and pleafure of 
corrcfponding with you. My filler's fudden 
kindnefs, makes me fear me has fome mif- 
^ 3 chievous 
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chievous detign agai-nft me. Pray let me 
hear from you often, and don't think your 
agreeable epiftles san ever tire 

JEMIMA CGURTL1 



LETTER II 
Mifs Wellers to Mifs COURTLY. 

My dear Jemima, 
yOU have many thanks due from me, 
JL for the obliging detail you have entered 
into of your affairs the chief of which I find 
I was before acquainted with : I think the 
friendfhip that has always fubfifted between 
us mould have intitled me to your earlier 
confidence ; I fincerely pity you in your pre- 
fent fituation, but however unkind your Fa- 
ther may be, it will not in the leaft excufe 
your tranfgreffing the rules of prudence or 
modefty. Confider, my dear Mima, how 
little knowledge you have of Horatio you 
know him to be gallant and polite, you have 
had but little opportunity, and perhaps lefs 
inclination, to examine his morals which I 
greatly fear are faulty : if you regard yourfelf, 

. let 
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let no confideration whatever, draw you on 
to continue a correfpondence which mod be 
greatly detrimental to you. Mrs. Sheldren's 
company I look upon as a great happinefs 
for you, fhe has more influence over your 
Father than any one I know ; make it your 
ftudy to oblige, and pleafe her, me is really 
a good woman. Let me advile you, make 
as little ufe of the liberty given you as poOi- 
ble, feem always delirous of their company 
and this, I hope, may be a means of eftablifh- 
ing you in your Father's favour. Continue 
to let me hear how you go on. Mamma and 
I defign waiting on Mrs. Sheldren when file 
is a little fettled in her new habitation, then 
fhall hope for the pleafure of a little conver- 
fation with you, which is much more fatis- 
factory than writing, for I think a thoufand 
things I have not time to pen down. My 
mother is a great confinement to me, as I am 
always with her, and fhe likes to have me 
read to her while me works : I make little 
ufe of my fingers but when I write to you : 
I have dropt all my other correfpondents, 
but whilft lite remains, I hope always to con- 
tinue a friend fhip with my dear Jemima. I 
I have juft heard your brother is coming to 
Courtly Hall, which gives me great pleafure, 
H 4 as 
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as f am lure it mufi be a great futisfaction to 
you. My time obliges me to conclude. 

I am> fincerdy ycurs^ 

FRANCES WELLER 

L E T T E R III. 

Mifs J £ m i m a Courtly to Mifs W z l l e r s 

TIT HEN I mall be able to write an 
VV thing to my dear Frances that may 
conduce to her entertainment I know not ; 
but greatly fear it will not be in a fhort fpace 
of time : my lifter (or rather the daughter 
of my Father) feems to have forgot her near 
affinity both to me and my brother •, he is 
really an amiable young man \ and (I have 
heard) very fenfible ; but, I fear he will 
hardly be able to avoid the deep laid fchemes 
or Emily. I love him the better for the re- 
gard he always exprelTes for my much loved 
friend. My inclination entirely -coincides 
with your advice, concerning the correfpon- 
dence between me and Horatio •, but cannot 
at prefent break it off, as I lately received 
from him (by Mifs Brand) a letter full of 
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Cendernefs to me, but intimating ibine .dread- 
ful refolution, if my affairs mould not fud- 
denly take fome more favourable turn. I 
will endeavour to take your advice in my 
behaviour to the family, but cannot pretend 
to like their company, when they make it fo 
extremely difagreeable to me. My aunt Kitty 
will now be extremely glad to fee your 
Mamma, and felf, whenever it fuits you ; 
and, I may venture to allure you, there is 
nothing but a reconciliation with my father, 
could give me equal pleafure. Do not think 
it hard that your Mamma defircs fo much of 
your company I lincerely vu.fh I had a mo- 
ther to read to. I fhould think myfelf guilty 
of the higheft ingratitude, if I could ever, 
renounce the friend/hip fubfifting between us, 
and think I have reafon to depend on t lie 
continuance of it from you. Juft as I had 
diipatched my lafl: letter to you, I law my 
brother ride into the court- yard I ran with 
open arms to receive him, and he cxprefled 
equal joy at the fight of me : my Father and 
filter were at church, which gave me an op- 
portunity of fpcnding an hour in private 
converfation with my brother, a happincfs 
which I fear I fhall not often enjoy. When 
they returned from church, and found us 
B c to^e- 
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together, my fifter was in great confufion, 
yet forced a Teeming civility to us both ; me 
loon retired; I faw her touch my Father's 
fleeve, and he immediately followed her 
they went but into the next parlour, where 
we heard them frequently mention our names 
with great warmth : they returned in about 
half an hour, and my fitter defired me to 
take a walk with her in the garden •, me kept 
me there converfmg on different fubje&s 
near two hours on my return, I found that 
my drawers had been fearched, but could 
not guefs for what 5 it gave me great appre- 
henfion, but little concern, as I never kept 
any letters there that I did not choofe mould 
be feen. I then fat down to examine the 
contents of a letter from Mifs Brand, which 
I had in my pocket-, I had juft finifhed it,, 
and was going to read one (that was inclofed 
in hers) from Horatio, as my Father entered 
the room, fnatched it out of my hand, and 
went down ftairs, without fpeaking a word. 
It is impoffible for me to defcribe, or you^ to 
conceive, the terror 1 was in ; and what will 
be the event Heaven only knows : I fear it 
will be a more ftrict confinement ; will there- 
fore beg of you to fufpend writing till you 
hear further from the unfortunate 

JEMIMA COURTLY, 
it P." 
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P. S. Inclofed you have a letter from 
Mifs Brand to me,, which I think a ver 
odd one. 

LETTER IV. 

Mifs Brand to Mifs Jemina Courtly, 

Dear Mifs Courtly, 

I HAVE fent you another letter from Ho- 
ratio. What a fine thing it is to have 
iuch a lover ! I wonder your Papa mud ob- 
gect to the man for his want of fortin, efpe- 
fhily when he can give you anuff : Horatio 
came to fe me the other day, and wrot the 
letter at my hous : I afhure you Mifs Mima, 
he is a very gallant man, and can mak a grate 
many fine fpeches to be fhure he is a pa- 
fhonate man ; but, I believe, a woman of 
equal fpirit might live tolerably happy with 
him : I have allways herd a very bad car- 
retter of him but every boddy has fum eni- 
mys. Pray, take care your Papa fees none 
of my letters, burn them as foon as you 
have read them. You fay, you are very 
.carefull of Horatio's letters, I think, you 
need not give your felf any truble about 
them j for, I don't beleeve, your Father fu-> 
B 6 fpec" 
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fpects you corifpond with him. When you 
fee Mifs Wellers, pray, give my love to her 
I don't fopofe you have feen her bitty, for 
me ferns to be a lady who is defireus of con- 
tracting new frendfhips, and forfaking old 
ones j among which is, 

Tour htmbel Sarvant, 

Mary Bran 



LETTER V. 

Mifs Emily Courtly to Mifs Bra: 



ONCE more, my dear Molly, I have 
got Mifs Courtly into her chamber j 
where I mail keep her, till I find it more 
compatible with my views, to have her come 
into my Father's way, which, I do not yet 
defign. My fcheme of Horatio** letter fuc- 
ceeded beyond my expectation 5 the Old Man 
went up and caught it in her hand, juft 
going to folace herfelf with the contents : he 
believes my brother brought it, and is vaftly 
inraged againft him ; I mall take care to 
prevent their coming to an eclaircifTement: 
I have fcnt 30U five guineas, would have 
1- fen 
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fent you more, but cannot at this time fpare 
it. Thefe commotions make the Old Man 
horrid crofs, as well to me as to every 
. body elfe, but muft be content to bear fome 
inconveniency for the profit it will yield 
hereafter. You afk me that flupid queftion, 
Why I had her brought home ? I mould 
think you might eafily fee it was to exafperate 
my Father, and for the better execution of 
my project. I would have you to continue 
to write to her, and to fend Horatio's letters, 
always infinuate what you can againft Mils 
Wellers, who is a great obftruction to me,, 
fhe is as King Richard fays, " a fpider that 
" I would have fome friend to tread upon." 
Mrs. Sheldren is much better: fhe I fear will 
prove a great incumbrance to me, not that 
I have reafon to fear any body, as I have got 
fo much the afcendancy over my Father. As 
civility cofls me nothing, I take care to mow 
as much of it as I can, both to my brother 
and fifter 5 for by that means I fhall be Jefs 
■fufpected. I will now give you fome gene- 
ral rules for your conduct when you write to 
Jemima; appear to be very much in her in- 
tereft, and don't fcruple to fpeak againft me, 
but not too much of that: endeavour to (ling 
her as much as poffible without appearing to 
defign it ; fpeak well of Horatio, for I would 

have 
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have her continue to like him : but when 
you fee Horatio, endeavour to leffen his opi- 
nion of my filter, but perfuade him to keep 
up the correfpondence. with her, and give 
her no reafon to think he loves her lefs than 
ever this part you muft manage with great 
difcretion or you will ruin all : you muft 
conftantly fpeak well of my brother ; but at 
the fame time endeavour to give her a fufpi- 
cion of him. I think this is all I have to fay 
to you at prefent, only, I defire you will let 
me have a copy of your next letter to Mima» 
and to give me a particular account of your 
interviews with Horatio. I have now fo 
much bufinefs upon my hands with providing 
For the family, keeping my father in proper 
humour, and difpofing of my brother and 
fitter, that I have fcarce time to write to my 
dear Mifs Brand what is neceflary to the 
happinefs of her 



Affectionate Friend^ 

Emily Court] 




LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

Mifs Jemima Courtly to Mifs Wellek 

Bear Mifs JVellers, 

1A M indeed confined to my chamber as I 
expected, but (till write, in hopes of find- 
ing fome method to convey my afflictions to 
you the pity of a fincere friend is a great 
alleviation in misfortunes : they Hill treat me 
with civility, who I am obliged to for it, I 
don't as yet know. I was reading in my 
chamber when the bell rung for dinner; I 
was preparing to go down when Mary en- 
tered the room fhe had a napkin hung over 
her arm, which Ihe fpread upon the table,, 
and then told me, My Papa defired I would 
not come out of my room till I had further 
orders from him ; me then mentioned what 
was provided for dinner, and defired to know 
what I would choofe : that I might not ap- 
pear obftinate, I named what I chofe, which 
was brought me up after they had done with 
it in the parlour. At five o'clock my aunt 
Kitty came up I was writing when fhe 
came in fome thoughts that occurred to me 
out of Pope's EJfay on Man ; me defired to 

fee 
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fee wh.it I was employing myfelf upon ; I 
immediately gave her the paper, me did but 
jtift caft her eyes upon it, and returned it; 
faying, That is well my, dear Jemima, had 
you always employed your pen in fo good a 
manner, you would not now have been for- 
bid your Father's prefence : my heart was fo 
full I could not anfwer one word •, Hie paufed 
for forne time expecting me to fpeak : I re- 
covered myfelf a little, and then afked her, 
Why I was and how long I might exped 
to be thus treated ? (he afked me, Was it 
not fufficient provocation to my Father my 
correfponding with a man he had abfolutely 
forbid me ever to think of more. I told her, 
that had my liberty been continued me, I 
would have broke off that correfpondence ; 
that fome circumftances made it abfolutely 
neceffary for me to acl as I had done ; (he 
then intreated, I would acquaint her with 
the whole affair as it had paffed between us j 
and if me found I was fmcere., (he would 
continue my friend,, as me had always been : 
her looks were then fo extremely tender and 
kind, and her requeft made with fuch ear- 
neftnefs, that I could not refufe it, but frank- 
ly told her the beginning of our acquaintance, 
the contents (as well as I could recollect) of 
every letter that had paffed between us •, me 
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feemed vaftiy pleafed that I bad not given 
him fo much encouragement as {he appre- 
hended I had 5 and afked me, if I had any 
of his letters by me; I could not place fo 
much confidence in any one (but my dear 
Fanny) as to part with them into their hands; 
fo anfwered, I had always deftroyed them as 
ibon as read : me then afked me, if I would 
copy a letter (he fhould pen me to Horatio ; 
if I would, fhe would endeavour to periuade 
my Father, that I might always bear her 
company ; which, I hope, continued fhe, will 
not be very difagreeable to you : I told her, it 
would be my greateft happincfs •, that nothing 
mould be wanting on my part to oblige her 
but that I could not help thinking it a very 
hard cafe, and a very great injuftice done to 
my character in the world, that my younger 
fitter fhould be miftrefs of my Father's fami- 
ly, whilft I was to think it a favour, to be 
allowed the privilege of a cat in creeping 
about the leaft frequented parts of the houfe •, 
fhe faid, That would not be her cafe when I 
was her companion 5 for, that I fhould vifit 
and receive vifits from all her acquaintance : 
and, as for the management of the family 
my filler had been ufcd to it ; and I having 
fpent my time at fchool, could not be fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to underftand houfekeeping ^ and the 
Jefs I had to do, the lefs I could difoblige in. 
She feared I had fome unmerited enemies 
but, if I wrote the letter fhe would give me, 
and continue to do as fhe would advife me, 
which mould always be (to the beft of her 
judgment) for my advantage, me did not 
doubt of eftablifhing me in my Father's fa- 
vour. I returned her my fmcere thanks, 
and promifed a chearful compliance with all 
Ihe mould advife me to do. She then or- 
dered tea and coffee in her dreffing room. 
My Father and filler were gone cut on horfe- 
back: When the fervant told her tea was 
ready, me took my hand, and led me in 
where my brother was fitting he rejoiced 
greatly to fee me releafed from my confine- 
ment : my aunt told him, fhe had found in 
me all the compliance fhe could wifh ; he 
joined with her in giving me comfort and 
advice. After tea, as the weather was very 
fine, my brother propofed our walking in the 
wildernefs ; my aunt agreed to accompany 
us, but walked at fome diftance to give us an 
opportunity of fome private converfation, 
which fhe rightly judged would be agreeable 
to both : our time was ftiort, we made the 
beft ufe of it we could, by fettling a method 
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of correfponding with him through you 
(which, I hope, you will not object to.) I 
fear your goodnefs will make me too intrud- 
ing, when^I am, pray do not fcruple to tell 
me fo we have never been allowed to write 
to each other fince I left fchool : he will con- 
vey this to you, as he defigns riding over to 
fee your Mamma and you fome day this 
week. I have thought of a method to con- 
tinue to correfpond with you : my chamber 
window, you know, looks to the road, Wil- 
liams, the walking confectioner, comes by 
once a week, and takes your houfe in his 
way by a little bafket fixed to a long firing, 
which I can eafily get, I can convey any 
fmall parcel in or out of the window. You 
muft fpeak to him of it, I think we may 
depend upon his fecrefy, efpecially after he 
has brought one letter (which, no doubt, he 
may be bribed to) as it would be the ruin 
cf him to confefs he had ever done any fuch 
thing. 

Whilft we was walking, a fervant came 
and told my aunt, that my Father and fitter 
was returned ; we immediately went in the 
back way, and they left me at my chamber 
door. 1 am determined to write any thing 
my aunt mall dictate to Horatio. I had my 
(upper ferved in the fame manner as my din- 
ner. 
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ner. This morning early my aunt brought 
me the letter I was to copy, and putting it 
m my hand, laid, I hope you continue in die 
lame refolution as when we parted Iaft night ; 
me did not wait for an ahfwer, but left 
immediately. The following is the copy 
what me wrote. 

To HORATIO GRANVILLE, Efq 
Sir, 

I AM forry I have made myfejffp i 
culous, as to correlpond with ycu in a clan- 
deftine manner : I was not then fo fenfible as 
I now am, how diiagreeable it was to my Fa- 
ther and family: the unmerited kindnefs I 
have lately been treated with, induces me to 
take the following refolution, which is, that 
on any account whatever will I again put pen 
to paper for your perufil ; nor, will I ever 
read further than the direction of any letter 
you may by ibme unaccountable method 
have put into my hands : you, I think, can 
have nothing of ccnlequence to fay concern- 
ing me ; but, if you have, it muft be to my 
Father, as I here folemnly declare, I never 
more will, in any fhape whatever, think of 
you but as my Father mall direft ; who, I 
am certain, will always confider the happinefs 
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I have not yet had refolutiort to give 
aunt the copy directed for Horatio ; that 
: folemn declaration I cannot relifh : if I write 
it, What can abfolve me from keeping it ? 
Can I anfwer, That weaknefs may not tempt 
me to break my oath, for fuch it is ? I hope, 
my aunt was not the dictator of thofe artful 
lines ; for then me would not be that friend 
I have always thought her : 'tis a mean 
artifice, to draw me in to take an oath with- 
out my knowledge ; but let the confequence 
be what it will, that letter to Horatio I ne- 
ver will write. My brother's horfes I fee are 
ready ; I am to drop this out of the window, 
I hope he will get it fife, then do I not doubt 
your having it. Do not fail thinking of the 
confectioner, as my brother leaves us foon, 
and I fhall then have no method of letting 
you fympafhize in my diftrefTes, if the win^ 
dow fcheme fails. Adieu ; may you be hap- 
pier than 

Tour affectionate^ 

Jemima Courtly. 



LE 
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LETTER VII. 

Mifs Wellesrs to Mifs Courtly, 

My dear Jemima , 

ISN ATC H a few moments, to ackno 
ledge the receipt of your letter by Mr. 
Courtly. I am delighted with the fcheme of 
conveying our letters, will not fail to apply 
to Williams ; it is really hard to be reduced 
to fuch methods to write to a brother and a 
female friend. You (hall hear fully from me 
very foon \ but can't at prefent add more, 
than that, 

/ am, fincerely ycurs^ 

Frances Wellers. 



LETTER VIII 

^Mifs Wellers to Mifs Court 



IT provokes me beyond expreffion, to 
think, that you, my dear Jemima, fhould 
be fo fcandalouily confined. I wifh you could 
be relieved by pity, as you have mine fin- 
cerely. Treat you with civility! they mu I 

be 
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he worfe than brutes if they did not, when 
you fubmit yourfelf fo tamely to their tyran- 
nical wills ! Mary, I fear, is a creature of 
your fitter's; if you could bribe her to your 
intereft it would be very ufefuh feel your 
way carefully before you give her any thing 
of confequence ; buy her to convey fome 
trifling letter to me, wherein be careful you 
mention nothing that may caufe any fufpi- 
cion, was (he to betray you. Your aunt, I 
believe, is your friend, be careful to oblige 
her, and to continue her good opinion of 
you: I need not repeat to you the influence 
(fuperior to any one elfe) fhe has over your 
Father. I think, you could not have done 
better than you did, in telling Mrs. Sheldren 
ingenuouOy your affairs : the pleafure of her 
company, and your reftoration to liberty, 
fhould, I think, induce you to write that letter 
to Horatio. You furely do not perfectly un- 

I derftand the contents of it, you there are to 
promife, never to do that which confident 

[ with your happinefs never can be done: 
furely, my dear, you do not imagine you 
could, without the approbation of your Fa- 
ther ever think of marrying Horatio ? and, 
as to your correfponding with him (without 
that profpetf:) I am too certain of your good 
fenfe, to fuppofe, you would ever think of 

conti 
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continuing it j by all means, let me perfuad 
you, to write that letter immediately, am 
give it to your aunt. You are now di (grace 
fully treated, but no one blames you ; on tin 
contrary, they pity you, and confider, thai 
you erred before you were capable of judo, 
ing for yourfelf ; but if you perfevere, you 
will then have all to blame, none to pity 
you. What I am going to mention is not with 
any willies of your Father's death, but bj 
courfe of nature, he mud be expected to die 
before you ; and if you oblige him in this, 
and eftablifh yourfelf (by your conduct; in 
his opinion, you will, in all probability, have 
it in your own power to live many happy 
years with Horatio, if you continue to love 
each other, which, give me leave to tell you 
is a queftion : for, as my mother tells me, 
Such childifli paffions are not the molt iaft- 
ing! and if you mould alter your minds. 
How will you blefs the hands that prevented 
your being for ever chained together! by 
your compliance, How will your fitter's 
views be difappointcd ! that, methinks, fhoukl 
Ipur you on to ad with becoming rdhlution. 
Mils Brand's letter, is indeed, as you obferve, 
a very odd one ; be careful of her, 1 there 
lufpect a make in the grals : there's a great 
deal of low art contained in it her obierva- 

lion 
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tion of Horatio's being a gallant man, is 
thrown out to make you jealous, which would 
greatly concern me, as 'tis a certain fign of 
love: then her faying, He was a paffionate 
ttian y is as extraordinary, fhe has fome 
meaning in it i 'tis my firm opinion fhe is in 
love with him herfelf; I am convinced me 
>s j her kind advice to you to be careful of 
her letters and carelefs of his as not being 
Bui peeled, was you to be fearched, there is 
equal danger of his being found as hers. I 
"really believe fhe is in league with your fitter, 
there is feveral very lufpicious circumflances, 
one in particular ; fhe has lately bought ma- 
ny things fhe has not an income for - y nay, 
more, fhe was feen at church, with the dia- 
mond : "ing your filter uied to wear on her 
"firit finger, you know, 'tis a remarkable good 
one, and, 1 am lure, would not have been 
given her, without fome material confidera- 
llpn : certainly, a fcheme, for her to fend a 
•letter from Horatio, the day your brother 
jCame home, and- then Mils Emily was to 
contrive to have a fearch made, thai: it might 
be imagined he was the conveyer or it. 
Mifs Brand is defirous of insinuating my 
making new friendships and forfaking old 
ones, I hope, I need not allure you of the 
contrary, her defire is to leffen your eflee n 
C fti 
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for me, that you may be quite deftitute. I 
have heard me fays many flighting things of 
you •, and this I know, me was the firft that 
blazed about your confinement, and inti- 
mated, that care was taken but j Lift in time-, 
fhe had fears 'twas rather too late, as fhe 
thought you had gone great lengths before 
you was, fufpected j then fhe pretends to be 
vaftly concerned, and profeffes great love for 
you, and regard for the honour of your fa- 
mily. Its along while fince I have feen her, 
fhe is a perfon not at all pleafing to my 
Mamma, which I am very glad of, for if 
me was, I mufl fubmit to her company. I 
will now endeavour to divert you with fome 
of our neighbourhood converfation, they fay 
Mifs Prefton is going to be married tote man 
immemfely rich, but fuch a mifer, that he 
almoft ftarves himfelf; he is not above four 
foot five inches high ^ fo exceffively thin, that 
you may fee through him has had but one 
coat thefe twenty years-, his ufual diet is wa- 
ter-gruel and bread-, he never has any other 
liquor in his houfe than water ; if he has any 
fragments of bread left, he can't truft it to 
locks like other mifers, but carries it about 
him : does it not iurprize you, that fo gay a 
woman as Mifs Prefton, mould be able to 
bear the thoughts of fuch a wretch as Grimes, 
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(for that is his name) I can fcarce believe 
it, but am told, 'tis really to be a match very 
foon ; whatever be his inducement I cannot 
guefs I cannot fuppofe, that Chip can be 
fufccptible of love, but 'tis that is the cafe it 
feems. Your brother tells me, Mils Emily 
treats him with great civility, more, indeed, 
than he could wifh from her: our fervant 
will be fent to-morrow to your houfe, with a 
rneffage from Mamma and felf to Mrs. Shel- 
;«iren and the Mifs Courtly's, that we defign 
ourfelves the pleafure of waiting on them 
that afternoon, if agreeable : I hope we mail 
be received, as I long much to lee you, and 
to know how Mr. Courtly got home, he 
went very late from our houfe. We are to 
dine to day at Mr. Prefton's, I mail hear 
"from Mils Sally the particulars of the affair 
'between her filler and Grimes I {hall believe 
what I hear from one of the family ; I wifh 
■He may be there. Mamma rings for break- 
faft, I (hall have no opportunity of writing 
Rgaip : to-morrow Thomas {hall convey this 
[by fome ftratagem or other; he is a clever 
fellow, and I dare lay, will get it fafe into 
iyour hands •, if he does not (ucceed, he is 
; bring. it back to 

Your affeRicnate, 

Frances Welle 
C 2 LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

Mifs Jemima Courtly to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Mifs Wetter % 

THANKS to the dexterity of your fer- 
vant for your obliging letter ; before I 
begin to anfwer the contents, I muft tell 
you how he conveyed it to me : I was fitting 
alone in my chamber, and heard fomething 
hit againft my window, I did not regard the 
firft time, but hearing it again and again re- 
peated, I got up, and clofe under the win- 
dow faw Thomas, he did not wait for the 
ilring which I had prepared againft Monday, 
but with one jirk throwed it clear in at the 
window, and inftantly rode off". I paufed 
but to faften my fide of the door which I had 
not the thought to do before j I then opened 
and read your kind advice, which, I am 
forry to tell you, I think is reafonable and 
right, and fear, I mail never have refolution 
to copy that letter to Horatio ; 1 allow your 
arguments are very juft, that I could ne- 
ver think of marrying without my Father's 
confent; though my Mother's fortune was 
fettled on younger children, yet the difpofi- 

tion 
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tion of it left fo intirely to my Father, that I 
am fenfible, he may give my filler Emily 
'nine thoufand nine hundred and ninety-nine 
pound?, and the remaining one pound he 
may think fufficienC for my portion but, if 
I mould ever be fo happy as to gain his con- 
Tent, or by any accident become miftrefs of 
myfelf, what could it avail me, when in all 
probability, Horatio, in confequence of my 
iblemn declaration, would have given over 
all thoughts of me, and very likely engage 
his affections to one more deferving than my- 
felf, who, would not renounce him for ever, 
to obtain the poor fatisfaclion of creeping 
about a houfe, and* vifiting with an aunt : 
no it mall never Be, whilrt I have the fatis- 
faclion of conveying my letters to you, and 
remain fatisfied of Horatio's affections, I 
cannot be truly miferable. I cannot think of 
having any thing to fay to Mary, as that 
Creature has always behaved with fo much 
infolence to me ; nor do I fee any ufe it 
could be of : me is fo felfim a creature, good 
nature would have no influence over her; 
and as to money, I need not tell my Fanny I 
have none, as had I, her fervant mould not 
have gone unrewarded for his trouble and 
fidelity. I cannot think Mifs Brand means 
me any harm •, (lie is a vulgar low-bred wo- 
C 3 man, 
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man, and there's an oddity in her letters J 
cannot well make out; however, your opi- 
nion, mall prevent my truftmg her, or hav- 
ing any thing of confequence more to fay to 
her. They continue to treat me as ufual, 
only I fee lefs of my aunt; (he has feverai 
times afked me for the letter I unguardedly 
promifed to write; me tells me, 'tis intireiy 
out of her power to replace me in my Fa- 
ther's opinion, without I confent intireiy to 
give up Horatio: I make fair prom ifes that 
I will not write to or fee him, but that will 
not do : I lament greatly to her, that I have 
not the liberty of writing to you, or my bro- 
ther, when he leaves us, which will be foon. 
I write full of the hopes of feeing you to- 
morrow, but we, perhaps, may not have an 
opportunity for any private converfation : 
Fay, defire your Mamma, will infill on fee- 
ing me. My filler never favours me with 
her company ; I have the liberty of walking 
in the garden when my Father is out: I find 
niyfelf fo flrictly watched when I go down 
flairs, which I cannot do without firft ring- 
ing my bell, when my goalerefs comes, and 
makes as much racket at the door as if fhe 
was turnkey to Newgate. 

Yellerday, I met Emily in the wilder- 
nefs 3 we chopt upon one another in the crofs 

walk ; 
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walk ; confcience flung her ! me turned d 
redly back, and ran as hard as her legs could 
carry her, I walk'd on quite compofed. I 
have not anfwered Mifs Brand's letter that 
I fent you, fince that I have received another 
more unaccountable than the firft, which I 
mall enclofe : I think it is better I mould en- 
tirely break off the correfpondence with her., 
and take no further notice than in a lew 
lines : tell her, That I am obliged to her for 
the trouble fhe has taken, but that I am de- 
termined never to write to, or hear from Ho- 
ratio again j this I am refolved upon. If 
you will oblige me in one thing, 'tis a favour 
which I will never defire you to repeat. I 
cannot bear that Horatio mould imagine me 
ungrateful, which muft be the cafe, if I dif- 
continue writing to him fo abruptly. The 
favour then I have to afk is, to convey a 
letter from me to him I will defire you to 
feal it when you have read it. and if there is 
any thing imprudent in it, return it me again-, 
and I will write any thing you fnall pen, that 
may tend to afTure him of my regard : do not 
deny your Jemima this one favour, you are 
always ufed to objige me. I mall take an 
opportunity to flip this unobferved into your 
hand to-morrow. O I how I long for the 
timet How glad mall I be to fee you ! yet 
C 4 
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dread the fight of my father; perhaps, I 
{ball not be to dine with you, only come 
down when he is not there : if I fhould dine 
below, I know it will vex you, to fee Emiiy 
iupercede me at the head of the table. Why 
fhould m* my aunt take that place if I am 
unfit for it? What does yonr Mamma think 
of me ? I hope, I have flill her good opinion, 
that will give me great fatisfa&ion. I fhould 
be glad, if an opportunity fhould offer, of 
feeing my brother before he goes, but greatly 
doubt it. I need not defire you would juftify 
my character in all companies where you hear 
it condemned. I think, it was very cruel in 
Mifs Brand, to hear what fhe fays fhe did, 
and not contradict it. I loofe my appetite 
exceffively, but at prefent find no inconveni- 
ency from it at all ; I really believe it may be 
better, as I ufe fo little exercife. You are 
very kind in writing me the occurrences of 
the neighbourhood: what you tell me of 
Mifs Prefton greatly furprizes me, fhe cer- 
tainly trufls to her fpirit to conquer his co- 
vetoufnefs 5 I have heard much talk of that 
Grimes, my fitter Emily is very fond of 
him •, I have often heard her fpeak in his 
praile to my Father 5 furely then, he cannot 
be fo very covetous as is reported •, if what 
fhe fays is true, that fhe is fure he would 

n any 
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marry any agreeable woman with a thoufand 
or fifteen hundred pounds. Pray Jet me hear 
how affairs go on between thefe extraordinary 
lovers, and when the wedding is to be con- 
summated. 

I read a great deal in my prefent confine- 
ment, have no great variety, but the books 
I have are well chofen, f'uch as may well bear 
reading over and over again, Pope and Ad- 
difon, can never tire. Idrefs myfelf every, 
day, as if I was to dine below, or fee com- 
pany, and am determined to continue it as 
long as my cloaths will laft ; I think it helps 
to amufe me and keep up my fpirits : you 
cannot imagine how eafy I make myfelf, con- 
fidering my fituation. My paper is full; 
adieu till to-morrow, when I mall have the. 
pleafure of giving you this, from 

Tour affectionate, 

Jemima Courtly, 



C 
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LETTER X. 

Mifs Brand to Mifs Emily Courtly. 

Bear Mifs Emily , 

IWOUD not fo long have deferd writ- 
ing to you, and acknoJiging the receit 
of your kind prefent, had I not wated for an 
intervevv with Horatio, who I faw the day 
before yefterday ; as foon as he com in he 
enquired after Mifs Courtly, I faind a grate 
deel of confern at what I was going to tell 
him; but at laft made jfhift to utter, I am 
forry fo fine a gentleman mud fling away his 
Jove on a lady who regards it fo little ; he 
feemd in great furpries, and alk'd me the 
meaning of what I faid : I repeated, That I 
was fory he ihoud throw away his love on a 
lady that regarded it-'fo little, as not only to 
receve the adrefes of another man, but even 
to make advances to him, as I was well 
alhured Mifs Courtly had done. He afked 
me, Who the man was ? I pretended to 
know who it was, but to confeel it for fear of 
confequences •, he then very calmy faid, Mifs 
Brand, I have fo good an opinion of you, as 
to think you wold not tell a falsfity, knowing 
it to be fuch ; but this I mull tell you, That 

if 
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if angels fwore it, I wold not beleeve my 
Jemima wold be faulfe to me, or that there 
is a man in the world for whom fhe woud 
throw of her moddelly lb far, as to make ad- 
vances to him. I was vaftly confounded at 
this unexpeckted behavor, but had juft fenfe 
cnufF to fay, That it muft Tertinly be a ma- 
lifhous report, that I coud not think fhe- 
woud give the incuragement to any other- 
man that me had to him ; he replyd, Per- 
haps, Madam, there may not be many men 
that woud ftudy fo much to dcferve it as I 
.have done, and ever fhall : he went away im- 
mediately, and left me, as you may imagine,, 
very ill fatisfied, with the effecl of his vifit,, 
of which, I think, I have given you a fulL 
account. I can't think, why you wold make 
him jealous, and diflike your -fifter, if fhe is. 
not to know it ? You will, perhaps, think 
me very flupid, but I reely can't imagin, t 
mall take care ftri£tly to obferve the inftruc- 
tions given in your iaft : fure, never was fa 
good a head and heart met together as ins, 
yoa. I am not forry, that your Father is fo, 
ill umer*d, as he will be the eafier worked' 
upon. I hear your brother is to leave you ; 
very foon, Good news for us! I know He- 
ratio will not be abell to ftay from n; 
I expect him foon making abundi 
C 6. 
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apologees for his abrupt leaving me; I will 
fend you as pertickelar an acount of his next 
vifit as I have done of thiis : in the mean 
time, you may imply your felf in reading a 
copy of my letter to your filler, which I 
have not fent to her, nor fhall, till I hear 
how you like it. Pray, when you have lea- 
lure, write to me as formmerly, for it is a 
long time fenfe I have heard from you, ex- 
cepting on the prefent bifnefs ; I beleeve I 
had forgot to tell you, that I have inclofed 
my letter to your filler. You need not have 
made any excufe about the five guineas, I 
think it is a very hanfom prefent, and mall 
always confider it more as your goodnefs, 
then the defart of, 

Tour affexfionate Friend, 

and very humble Servant, 

Mary Brand. 

P.S. The account of Mr. Brewin's con- 
verlation with me is very trew, but have im- 
prov'4 it a littel to plage her. 
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LETTER XI. 
Mifs Brand to Mifs Jemima Courtly. 

Dear Mifs, 

I Wonder much that I have not heerd 
from you in anfer to my laft letter, when 
it contand fuch agreable news. Horatio, I 
beleeve, loves you to deftrackfhon, he is fo 
confernd he has not heerd from you laitly, 
and fo am I, for I do think he deferves a 
return of his love, even from the fined wo- 
man in the world ; and, you may depend 
upon your letters comeing fafe through my 
hands. I think, you Ihud take care of your 
fifter, fhe feems an artfull kind of a gal, 
and, I beleeve, has no grate regard for you : 
I realy beleeve, Mifs Fanny Wellers is of 
her partey, they are very fond of each other, 
and Mifs Wellers takes very little notis of 
me, becaufe fhe knows me to be a friend to 
you and Horatio ; I think you wold make a 
very fine cupple, and wifh your marage was 
as near as Mr. Grimes and Mifs Prefton's is, 
it wold promis to be a much more happy one 
then theres does at prefent. Your brother's 
company muft be very agreabel to you, he is 
a very good and very clever young gentle- 
man, 
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man, and feames to have a very grate afex 
fhon for you; but I woud not have y 0l 
truft him with any fecrets, for fear he (hud 
betray you. I (hud be very glad to fee you 
at my hous, and beg, that in your next letter 
you will fix your time eather to come to me 
or for me to wait on you. I am very uneaiy 
at the carreckter you have in the town • I 
will give you a pertickalar acount of a con- 
verfamon I had to days ago with Mr. Brewin 
I met him at Mrs. Tagg's, the milliner's! 
■laid he What a fine peace of work there is 
at Mr. Cowry's, have you heard of it Mils 
Brand! I laid, I had the honor of an ac- 
quaintance with the family, and knew that 
you was in fum difficulty* at prefent, but 
hop d you would foon git over them • but I 
had not heerd of any thing extraornery that 
had happend lately. Why then, faid he, 
111 tell you: The eideft Mifs came from 
ichool fome time ago; her Father was ob- 
Jeged to fetch her from thence, becaufe (he- 
had a hkemg to a good for.nothing youn* 
fel ow„ of no fortin,. who, they though" 
wold run away with her, for me was all ways 
a bold young huffey : when me can e home, 
he fhli folow'd her, and me contrived fre- 
quent meatings with him, which, when her 
lather found her out. he Jock'd her up, but 

locks 
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her when fhe was reading it*, I fancy, your 
invitation muft mock her a little,- as fhe will 
be obliged to let down tamely, and write to 
you, She can't come to fee yon, becaufe fhe 
is confined ; nor can defire your company, 
becaufe (he has only a chamber, and that not, 
to receive company in : her knowing the bad 
character lhe has in the world will be very 
ferviceable to me, as it will make her un- 
willing to appear in publick, were Are per- 
mitted. I think, I may now fay, I have her 
under my thumb, for (he cannot ftir without 
my leave, though me does not know it; I 
believe, I mail be able to manage her very 
well, notwithstanding my aunt's great kind- 
ntfs to her. She cannot poffibly now corre- 
fpond with Mifs Wellers, or any body but 
you, without my knowledge. One thing 
mortifies me exceedingly, which is, That 
Mr. Grimes is going to be married to Mifs 
Prefton ; I don't know whether you ever fa-w- 
him, he is a hideous creature, entirely calcu- 
lated to make the married ftate unhappy : I 
had once a thought, of getting my Father 
to offer him my Mer with about a thoufand 
pound, and I'll be hang'd if he would not 
have accepted her ; for he might keep a wo- 
man in his manner for fifty years with half 
that fum ; I muft now look out fome where 

elfe 
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LETTER XII. 

Mifs Emily Courtly to Mifs Brand 

My dear Molly, 

IDispatch this and your letter to Mima 
with the utmoft expedition, that no time' 
may be loft before me has i, I approve of 
« vaftly ; you are, really, a more notable 
contriver than I imagined. I will the firft 
opportunity write to you more fully. 

I am, yours, 

Emily Courtly. 



LETTER XIII. 

Continuation of Mifs Emily Courtly, 
to Mifs Brand. 

Dear Molly, 

1 ^ V CA T - u gai0 afTure ? 0U ' 1 *™ daftly 
X plealed w,th your letter to Jemima: you 
We, indeed, obferved my inftruclions to a 

™™ d T * mUGh better th ™ I could 
poffibly expcdt.-Iihould like to have feen 

f her 
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LETT E R XIV. 

• Mifs Brand to Mifs E. Courtly. 

MANY thanks are flew to you, my 
dear Mifs Emily, as well ' for your 
former favors as .your laft kind preafant, 
which is as good as new; 1 muft likewife 
thank you for your approbation of my" con- 
duckt, and for your oblegeing inquiry into 
my hiftory; but will onely fay, That you 
muft neflefaryly know the heds of it; and as 
for partickalars, I feer, they will tend onely 
to leflbn me in your opinion, as I have fer- 
tinly been gilty of grate imprudences in my 
time : another reafon I have for refufing your 
kind requeft, which is, That I am a very bad 
fpellar and no extraunary writer, and have a 
grate diflike to that impliment; I depend 
you will not take amis my refufal, now you 
know my reafons for it. 1 have receeved a 
very od letter from Mifs Courtly, wich I 
fhall inclofe in this ; me takes a verry formal 
leave, and feanis to be difp leafed at every 
thing I've d©ne. I do not intend to anier 
her unlets you advife it : I fear fhe fufpects 
us, but it matters not much, as I immagin 
her bifnefs is pritty well done; and as in her 

con- 
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elfe for a hufband for her ; but, fear, 1 
mall never meet with his fellow: I have a! 
prefent a little fpare time upon my hands, 
will employ it in giving you his pidure ; no' 
I have altered my mind; for if you have ne- 
ver feen him, you muft foon, for he goes 
conftantly every day to Mifs Prefiofcs, I 
fend you this letter by the gardener, and with 
it, a blue and white ftriped lute firing fuit of 
doaths, which was my mother's ; fhe never 
•wore it but twice, and none of our fervams 
have ever feen it. I have often heard you 
fajf, That there were fome pafTages in your 
life, that you thought would furnilh a hif- 
tory, (as we fhall have a good deal of leifure 
time) I wifli you would exercife it in giving 
me an account of them ; I fancy it would be 
very entertaining, as are all your letters to, 

Tour affeflionate Friend, 

Emily Courtly. 
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LETT E R XIV. 
W ■ Mifs Brand to Mifs E. Courtly. 

rl\/T ANY thanks are dew to yon, 
iVl dear Mifs Emily, as well tor' your 

■former favors as your laft kind preafant, 
•which is as good as new, I muft likewife 
thank you for', your approbation of my con - 

fduckt, and for your oblegeing inquiry into 
my hiftory; but will onely fay, That you 
muft neffefaryly know the hetfs of it ; and as 
for partickalars, I feer, they will tend onely 
to leflon me in your opinion, as I have fer- 
tinly been gilty of grate imprudences in my 
time : another reafon I have for refufing your 
kind requeft, which is, That I am a very bad 
fpellar and no extraunary writer, and have a 
grate diflike to that impliment ; I depend 
you will not take amis my refufal, now you 
know my reafons for it. 1 have receeved a 
very od letter from Mifs Courtly, wich I 
mall indole in this \ fhe takes a verry formal 
.leave, and feams to be difp leafed at every 
thing I've dane. I do not intend to anfer 
her unlets you advife it : I fear fhe fufpects 
us, but it matters not much, as I immagin 
her bifnefs is pritty well donej and as in her 

con 
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finement me can not jeftify her ftlf or hurt 
us. I am lorry for your difapmtment i„ 
Mr. Grimes, but don't Jet that vex you- 
had your fifter manid him, (he v oid have 
bin purely out of the way to be fure -j but 
that : may be contrived ftill, there may be men 
enuff found to fuit your purpus, if you can 
bring your father into it , and if not, 1 
think, you may do well enuff with her in her 
chamber, till her Father's deth, or till y OU 

her T"?\ C Ut ' What mUft be d0ne 4h 

her then I foppofe, You wold nothave hef 
m your houfe? and to leave her with your 
Father wold never do. Now I think of it, 

I n u hke h£r for ^ boarte very well 
but all this i s a diftent profpeft, I think, we 
have affairs at prefent in a very good fixa- 
tion; but if thare is any thing more to be 
done, I beg, you will beleeve, that you may 
allways command, r Y 

Tour moft obkged, 

and obedient bumbel Servant, 

Mary Brand 



LE' 
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LETTER XV. 
I Mifs Jemima Courtly to Mifs Brand. 

Mifs Brand, 

I WRITE this letter, to thank you for 
all your former ads of friendfhip to me; 
but cannot think of ever writing to you again 
but on indifferent fubjecls. I do not intend 
to continue a correfpondence with Horatio : 
I cannot bear any refle&ions on Mifs Wellers 
(who has always been fo extremely kind to 
me) or my relations, and your two laft letters 
have been filled with invectives againft them : 
the ill opinion fome people entertain of me 
gives me little concern, as I have no hopes of 
foon, if ever, appearing again in the world ; 
but this I muft tell you, I think it would 
better have become one who profeffed their 
jdf my friend, to have juftified my charac- 
ter when (he heard it afperfed, than to have 
pretended ignorance of it ; as all the country 
knowing your intimacy in our family, will 
cpnftrue your pretended ignorance of my 
affairs, as a confeffion of what I am accufed 
of. I will not trouble you any further, than 
to repeat my thanks for the kind fervic 
you have done, the unfortunate, 

Jemima Courtl 



46 JEMIMA and LOUISA. 



LETTER XVI. 

M'fs Jemima Courtly to Mifs Wellers. 

TTJ/HAT can be more mortifying, than 
VV to think, that yefterday, the lame 
Koule contained, my dear Fanny Wellers 
and me, and that we mould be deprived 
the pleafure of feeing each other j 'tis force 
alleviation, to think, by your t nifty fer- 
vant's carefulnefs, you have my laft letter, 
with that to Horatio inclofed ; let me con- 
jure you, as you value my happinefs, to 
convey it as foon as poffible. As your fer- 
vant has fuch frequent opportunities of 
coming this way, and is not the leaf!: fuf- 
pected, I think, it is better you mould not 
apply to the walking confectioner. I muft 
now give you fome account of yefterday : In 
the morning, Mary, when fhe brought my 
breakfaft, told me, That Mrs. and Mifs 
Wellers, were coming to dine with us ; I 
look'd furprifed ; and anfwered, Not wirh 
us, Mary; I fear, I fhall not be of the "com- 
pany ? fhe made no anfwer. I faw nor heard 
of my aunt or fitter the whole day. I 
drelled myfelf better than ufual about twelve 
twelve o'clock, in expectation every moment 
f after 
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after you came, of being fummoned down 
flairs •, but it was not To : about three o'clock, 
ift'came my goalerefb, with the appurtenances 
of my folitary dinner. I afked her, If the 
family dinner was ready ? fhe told me, They 
were juft fat down to table in the hall ; I 
then pufhed the table from me, and burft 
into tears : fhe brought up fomething for my 
dinner, but I did not eat a morfel, indeed, I 
could not ; fhe left the things {landing, tho' 
jM ordered them out. I defired fhe would 
carry a meffage from me to you, to enquire 
after Mrs. Wellers and your felf; and beg 
of her, to defire leave of my Father, that I 
might be permitted to fee yon for a little 
time, in prefence (if he thought proper) of 
my lifter •, fhe had the complaifance to hear 
me out, and then told me, She was forry 
fhe could not oblige me, but that fhe had 
been ordered, never to carry meffages about 
the houfe; and, that fhe valued her place, 
and our family too much, to do any thing to 
difoblige. I was fo provok'd, I faid no 
wore. When me left the room, I fattened 
myfelf in, and fpent the remainder of the 
day in laying on the bed, and looking out 
of the window, to fee you pafs by in your 
way home ; when I faw Thomas turn out of 
He road to my window, I immediately put a 

v,a!er 
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wafer into the letter for you, and throwed ur 
the fafh ; he came directly under, and caught 
the letter. I did not enclofe the letter fro^ 
Mifs Brand, that I mentioned to you, buci: 
is now inclofed in this. Pray, let me havs 
the particulars of your reception by our fa. 
mily. If you fee Horatio, pray, tell him, 
He mult not expeft to hear any more froir 
me as yet, and prefs his leaving this part o 
the country for fome time. My brothei 
leaves us to-morrow, as he has juft fignifid 
by a note dipt under my door: he tells me, 
He will come into my chamber when thJ 
family are a bed, by a key he has had made 
to the door, which he will leave with me, in 
cafe of any emergency; this pleafts mt 
much, I will make up this letter for him to 
convey to you ; as I am fare, he will no; 
leave this part of the country without firft 
vifiting Swinderby Abby. I muft beg you 
to contrive fome way of letting me have a 
little paper and a few pens, ink I have In 
plenty. I long for twelve o'clock, as that 
hour will bring my brother to my room, 
God grant w: may not be found out ! my 
filler is juft gone out on horfeback with my 
Father ; perhaps, I may now be favoured 
with a vifit from -my aunt; I hope, I £hJ 
not; for, I reallv, am not well enough to fee 

her, 
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feer, my ipirits are quite fluttered. I will 
write no more now, but endeavour to com- 
flfeofe myfelf a little. Adieu ; believe me, 

Affectionately yours, 

Jemima Courtly. 

LETTER XVII. 
h Mifs Wellers to Mifs Courtly. 

INDEED, my dear Jemima, you could 
not be more mortified at our not feeing 
each other than I was. My Mamma is quite 
angry with all your family, except your bro- 
rther. I will begin, and give you the parti- 
culars of ourvifit: When the firft compli- 
ments were over, we di redly afked for you, 
and expreffed fome furprize, that you were 
fo long coming to us > and afked, Mifs 
Emily, If you knew we was come? fhe an- 
fwered, She, really, could not tell. I then 
defired me would let you know. I never 
mall forget the affeded looks of concern 
: your filler put on, when fhe faid, She was 
furprized, I mould be a ftranger to that, 
which me thought the whole country was 
D acquainted 
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acquainted with : that her Father thought it 
proper to confine you to your chamber, on 
account of lbme very great indifcretionsi 
which, fhe was forry to fay, her fitter had 
been guilty of. My blood, really boil*d ; I 
felt the colour fly up in my face ; I could 
have fell*d her to the ground : I was going to 
fpeak, but was interrupted by my mother; 
fhe anfwered Mifs Emily for me which, I 
believe, upon the whole, was better-, as fhe 
was much milder than I could have been: 
She told her, We had, indeed, heard of your 
difgraceful treatment and confinement and, 
that fhe was inclined to believe it, by not 
hearing from you for fome time ; but faid, 
She could not help thinking, there was a 
great difference between proper care being 
taken to prevent your correfponding with 
Horatio, and your being debarred the privi- 
lege of feeing and converfing with thofe 
friends, who, fhe was certain, would always 
advife you for the belt: Mifs Emily began 
here to ftretch her jaws, as if going to fpeak, 
but was interrupted by Mrs. Sheldren who 
very gravely told my mother, That her bro- 
ther was certainly the beft judge how to ad 
in his own family ; that he had the tendereft 
regard that was poflible for you ; and, that 
Ihe was pofitive, he would do nothing but 
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I what was abfolutely necefTary for your honour 
and fafety : She then faid, It was a very dif- 
agreeable fubjecl to her, and that (he begg'd 
the difcourfe might be waved ; my mother 
I faid nothing, but lifted up her hands and 
I eyes : your Father juft then came in, my 
mother went up to him, took hold of his 
hands, and begg'd, he would give us leave 
to fee you ; and, that he would replace you 
in his favour ; that Ihe would anfwer for 
your future conduct : that it would be fuch 
as would merit a continuance of his regard 
and indulgence ; Hie paufed ; I rofe up, and 
flood before him, to make intercefiion like- 
wife : your .fitter walked haftily about the 
room; your aunt muttered, what I could not 
diftinftly hear : your Father at lad fpoke ; 
he turned from us, and faid, She has almoft 
broke my heart, Mrs. Wellers ; you don't 
know what you afk ; let me beg, as you va- 
lue my friendmip, never to mention that un- 
grateful girl to me again: had it not been 
for my dear Emily, I had died with vexation; 
but fhe comforts my diftreffes ; at thefe 
words, the deceitful wretch fawn'd upon him 
like a dog : my mother would ftill have con- 
tinued her interceffion for you, but was abfo- 
lutely ftopt by your Father's faying, He muft 
leave the room, if Ihe perfifted in renewing 
D z the 
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the difcourfe. I fpent a molt ftupid day. 
did not open my lips till dinner: when I fat 
by your brother, he was very obl : ging, and 
talked a great deal to me-, he retired foon 
after dinner. My mother ordered the coach 
two hours fooner than we at firft intended ; 
they did not prefs our ftay, but feemed as 
glad to part .with us as we were to go 5 thus 
ended our dull vifit, and, I believe, we fhall 
not foon again fee Courtly-Hall. It was 
Thomas's own thought, coming under your 
window, I am glad he fucceeded fo well. 
You may depend I will deliver your letter to 
Horatio. Mifs Brand's letter was, indeed, 
very odd •, I am glad, you will have no more 
to fay to her. I will advife Horatio as you 
defire, think it quite a right method of pro- 
ceeding. Your brother conveyed me your 
laft letter, he is greatly , affected at leaving 
you in fo unhappy a fituation 5 he lay at our 
ho tile that night, which he did not choole 
your Father mould know. It is, really, a fad 
thing, to be concerned with fuch odd people, 
that every thing, though of ever fo innocent 
a nature, muft be concealed from them. I 
am forry your fpirirs are fo much 'affected as 
your brother tells me they are. The private 
key may be of fervice to you, pray be careful 
to conceal it. ' Mifs Prefton was yefterday 

mar- 
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married to Mr. Grimes, {he has no new 
cloaths for the wedding ; they are to fpen 
the winter in the country ; he has hired a lit- 
tle houfe and one fervant maid ; it is amazing 
that fhe can thus fubmit. Horatio is now 
below flairs, I fly to give him yours \ wi " 
give you an account of his vifit in my next \ 
till then, adieu. 

Tours for ever^ 

Frances .Wallers', 



LETTER XVIII. 



Continuation of Mifs Wellers /* 
Mifs Courtly. 

My dear Jemima^ 

HORATIO isjuftgone, I would have 
had him dine with us ; but he faid, He 
could not 5 he read your letter feveral times 
over: the whole time almoft that he Hay H 
was that way employed. He faid, He had 
been vaftly uneafy at not hearing from vou 
through Mils Brand, but now was heartily 
glad you had taken another method, as he 
had lately feen in Mils Brand many things he 
D 3 Miked. 
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difliked. I took an opportunity to urge his 
leaving this part of the country for fome 
time ; which he has promifed to do, faying, 
As there was no poffibility of feeing you, all 
places were alike to him •, but requefted the 
favour of me, to fend you a letter he would 
<bring me for you, before he left this place; 
which, I affured him, I would fafely convey. 
My mother defires her love to you, and bids 
me allure you, next to myfelf, you are the 
perfon in all the world Ihe loves moft. Fare- 
well. I remain, 

Jffe8ionately yours > 

Wellers, 

LETTER XIX. 

Mifs Courtly to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Fanny, 

1 Received both your kind favours, with 
Horatio's inclofed, wherein he takes a 
kind and tender leave, vowing eternal fidelity, 
and earneftly requefting the favour of hear- 
ing from me when he is arrived in London, 
which he is immediately to acquaint you 

with : 
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with : I depend upon your Jetting me know 
it, though I do not intend correfponding 
with him, unlefs affairs mould take a happier 
turn, which at prefent, there is little profpect 
of. I now fee neither my aunt nor filler; 
but, am in hopes, when they hear Horatio is 
gone, they will allow me more liberty. Mary 
tells me, there is a gentleman vifiting in the 
houfe ; fhe fays, He is the moft accomplinYd 
gentleman, underftands all forts of farming, 
and is the beft judge of cattle in the king- 
dom ; fine accomplimments, Are they not ? 
the creature talks to me fo ince/Tantly about 
him, I fancy he comes to pay his addreffes to 
Emily; I wilh that may be the cafe, and 
that flie may accept them. Mifs Prefton's 
wedding much furprizes me : I wifli her hap- 
pinefs, but think there's little profpecl: of it. 
It greatly concerns me, that it is not in my 
power to reward poor Thomas for his fidelity 
and kindnefs to me : I will paufe, that if he 
comes, I may not make the poor fellow loiter 
about, as that would certainly caufe fufpi- 
cion, and prevent the continuance of our 
correfpondence ; which, would be the greatefl: 
mortiBcation that can happen to the unfor- 
tunate, 

Jemima Courtly* 
C 4 LET- 
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LETTER XX. 

Mifs Wellers to Mifs Courtly. 

YOUR letter, my dear Jemima, gave 
me infinite iatisfaclion, to find you fo 
well fatisfied with Horatio's taking your ad- 
vice in quitting this place ; he has fince been 
to take his leave of me, and earneftly re- 
queued me, to let him hear of your health, 
and any thing material that might happen in 
his ablence, which, I have faithfully pro- 
rnifed I will do. Pray, what is the name of 
your new vifitor I I will make enquiry about 
him, let him be who or what he will ; I wifh 
he may have Mifs Emily ; as I am inclined 
to believe, you would be better treated both 
by your Aunt and Father, were fhe out of 
the way. You have heard me talk of Mifs 
Lewis, (he has been fome time with me, 
which I have not before, I believe, told you : 
you mult have feen her; fhe knows you, fhe 
tells me, very well •, has met you here at 
Swinderby ; now I recollect, you ifpent two 
or three days here together one Chriflmas 
holidays, when your Father was in town. 
My mother, thank God, ufes herlelf to her- 
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felf a good deal more than fhe ufed to do ; I 
fancy, fhe thinks I fhall not remain long 
fingle, and that 'tis bed to wean herfelf by 
degrees, than all at once ; for, do you know^, 
I have it from all quarters, that I am in 
love, and going foon to be married. Well! 
1 am glad I know nothing of all this rnyfelf : 
Emma has laid me five guineas, I am not 
fingle twelve months hence ; is it not odd, 
people fhould take fuch notions into their 
heads, without any foundation? with this 

• letter Thomas mall convey you fome paper 
and pens ; I beg, you will not make yourfelf 
uneafy about him: I am Jure, hi is fuffici- 
ently happy in an opportunity of ferving you. 
Mifs Lewis, poor girl, is fadly hurried about, 
to be out of the way of Sir Harry Harwood, 
who her good Mother and Aunt are greatly 
afraid mould run away with her: he is an 
officer in the army, and his regiment is now 
quartered near Wood berry ; and, on that 
account, Mrs. Lewis was fo kind as to favour 
us with her daughter's company, inflead of 
fending her any where elle : fhe is afprightly 
fenfiole girl, good natured to the laft degree- 

g ]0VC : her exceffively. Mrs. Lewis is fo'ex- 
™e ly careful of Emma, her only child, 

r^ J 1ISl l the ^ time ****** eve 
trufted without Madam Swaffam to attend 

D 5 her. 
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her, which ufed to mortify us all excefllvely : 
fhe is an old governefs that brought her up-, 
we never knew how to entertain her, but we 
found out the way to fatigue her excefllvely, 
for go, or do what we would, fhe would ne- 
ver quit her charge. I {hall hope for a letter 
from you by the return of Thomas; I re- 
main, 

Sincerely and affeclionately yours, 

Frances Wellers, 



LETTER XXI. 

Mifs Emily Courtly to Mifs Brand. 

Dear Mifs Brand, 

JEMlMA's laft letter to you furprizes 
me greatly; I cannot conceive what could 
induce her to write fo to you ; I cannot think 
j(he fufpecls us ? and you have done nothing 
fo materially to difoblige her, that lhe would 
give up hearing from her lover, rather than 
continue a correfpondence with you ; lhe 
rnuft certainly have taken miff at your not 
contradicting what you heard at the Milli- 
ner's j or, perhaps, Horatio has difobliged 
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her? Well! that is the very thing I moft 
wifh may be the cafe; for I have in the houfe 
a Mr. Mullins, who I defign fhall in a Ihort 
time make Mifs Courtly his lpoufe ; I muft 
tell you as briefly as pofllble all about it : I 
have perfuaded my Father, that the only way 
to fecure the honour of the family, is to 
marry my fitter as foon as pofllble, to fome 
fober good kind of a man •, that (lie will 
otherways ruin herfelf with Horatio •, he in- 
ftantly determined I was right, and faid, He 
would look out for fome fuch fort of perfon ; 
I then recommended this Mullins, as one I 
had heard an extraordinary character of, 
which my Father feemed highly to approve : 
he is a pretty fubftantial farmer, but has pre- 
fent occafion for fix or eight hundred pounds, 
which my Father has agreed to give him % 
and Mullins agrees to take the incumbrance 
of a wife, for the fake of the money, he 
knows her affections are engaged, but he 
fays, He matters not that, he warrants to 
teach her country-bufmefs, and make her 
ufeful to him, and that will content him ; he 
fays, Too much love in a wife is fulfome, 
and fhe'll like him well enough when fhe is 
ufed to him his notions are not very deli- 
cate, I muft own-, but he is an admirable 
D 6 fel- 
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fellow for my purpofe : I am in high fpirits, 
to think how foon I (hall be clear of my b- 
cumbrance, and with the fofs of fo little mo- 
ney too; for I don't imagine, my Father 
will ever give her more than he at firft pays 
down with her; and then, yon know, all 
the remainder of my mother's fortune will 
be my own; glorious thought! I have cut in 
finely with aunt Sheldren, (he is quite of my 
fide; yet, for all that, I wifh fhe was any 
where but with us, for mould Jemima get 
the canting of her over by herfelf, fhe may 
foon fpoil my plot, and undo all I have done • 
I take as much care as poffible to keep them 
afunder. Horatio, I dare fay, will mourn 
heartily for the lofs of his miftrefs; but when 
the firft. tranfports of his grief is over, I 
fancy any woman of tolerable fortune will 
ierve his purpofe : I, really, mould like him 
very well myfelf 5 he is, certainly, a prodi- 
gious clever man; and, I think, my perfon 
is not much inferior to Mifs Courtly's, and 
with my fortune, I believe, will not prove 
unacceptable to him ; but before I proceed to 
any fuch ftep, I fcall take care to make my- 
felf independent ; which I muff contrive 
fome way or other, when my old dad is in a 
"ght humour to work upon ; but more of 

that 
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that another time, I can at prefent write no 
more. I remain, 

Mifs Brand's 

AffeRionate Friend, 

Emily Courtly. 



LETTER XXII. 

Mifs Brand to Mifs E. Courtly. 

Dear Mifs Emily, 

1AM deli ted with your fkeme of Mr. 
Mullins ; how I mall like to fee that 
pretty cretur yoked ! Oh ! Mifs, I had like 
to have forgot, Who do you think I met at 
Mrs. Tagg's, the millener's ? why, Horatio 
himfdf : he took very little notis of me, he 
was buying fome glovs and a watch ftring; 
he told me, He was going to London for the 
Winter, was to fet out that very afternoon ; 
neither he nor I menfhon'd your filter ; he 
left the mop before I did, Mrs. Tagg's 
prais'd him up to the Ikies ; and faid, It was 
a great pitty, he fhould like a lady, who Ihe 
had herd fucfc fad things of* when to her 
knollege, there was manny fine ladys dying 
1 for 
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for him. Indeed, I hope, you will foon get 
your aunt out of your hous *, how came you, 
to let her come there. Do you know, laft 
Sunday, thare was fcarfe a farmer's dauter in 
this plafe, but what was at church in a filk 
pettecote : I wifh to God, I had one, it woud 
laft me my life tiem ; but, I feer, I mail 
never be abell to by one. If 1 can be of any 
fervis to you, pray, let me know; there is 
nothing in the world I wou'd not do to ferve 
you ; as I fhall all ways remember the manny 
favours beftow'd on, 

Tour very affeftionate> 

Mary Brand. 

LETTER XXIII. 

Mifs Courtly to Mifs Wellers. 

OH? my dear Mifs Wellers, I am in a 
dreadful fituation! How (hall I pen 
the mocking account ? my aunt has juft been 
with me, and bid me prepare to fee a Mr. 
Mullin's, who my Father defigns 1 fhall 
marry : How me furprized me ! I raved ; fhe 
heard me for fome time j then told me, It 
was in vain to make any refiftance j that it 

was 
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was my Father's determination, and it muft 
be : me defired I would compofe myfelf, as I 
pofitively muft fee Mr. Mullin's in a few 
days j God, forgive me ! I gave her a violent 
fhove from me, and faid, Could I have ex- 
pected this from you, madam? I may be 
obliged to fee the man, my father may conti- 
nue to confine me or turn me out of doors, 
but never mail he force me to marry any man 
who I object to j me anfwered, It's very 
well, child! we (hall fee that ! remember, you 
would not oblige me in taking the good ad- 
vice I gave ; and, I allure you, need not ex- 
pect any favours from me. So now, my 
.dear Fanny, you fee, what a friend I have in 
my aunt Sheldren ; me talked a great deal to 
me, which I never anfwered, till I was fo 
provok'd, I could not contain myfelf. Tho- 
mas is under the window. Adieu. 

Tours, &c. 

Jemima Courtly, 



LETf 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Continuation of Mifs Courtly to 
Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Fanny, 

I Concluded my 'laft abruptly, by the un- 
expected arrival of your fervanfj was 
forry, you mould fend him empty handed; 
'it was, really, no fmall mortification tome, 
I will now continue my account from where I 
left off: About five o'clock, my aunt cams 
again to fee me; (he had not been in the 
room ten minutes, when my fitter flung open 
the door, and in ftalk'd a moft hideous fel- 
low, imagination cannot form one fo fright' 
ful ! My aunt rofe up, and faid, This is Mr, 
Mullin's, my dear ; he bow'd : Madam, faid 
I to my aunt, I have not been ufed to fee 
company for fome time ; I am deny'd the 
fight of my beft friends, and, I beg, I may 
not be troubled with the company of a 
ftranger, whole very appearance is difagree- 
able to me ; fhe trembled with paffion. Ma- 
dam, faid the man, I will not trouble you 
longer with my company at prefent ; fhe is a 
pretty girl, faid he, (turning to my aunt) 1 
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like her much ; I am fure fhe will come to 
"In time, and out he walk'd, my aunt 
"trotted after with my fitter. I find their de- 
jfcgn is to make me miferable it mall not, 
cannot be: What power on earth can make 
-4ne repeat thofe dreadful words, that would 
Mor ever join me to a man I deteft. I am 
quite ill with this cruel perfecution ! Oh ! my 
feear Fanny Wellers ! you have a good and 
affectionate mother ; have no tyrant of a fa- 
ther ; no fifter to ill ufe you : it is impoffible, 
f (I hope) that you mould ever know half the 
affliction I endure. Pray, Heaven, I keep 
-fmy fenfes, for am now fo confufed, I know 
friot what I write Why is my brother not 
fhere? he, perhaps, might have fome influ- 
| ence in my favour. 

The Mifs Lewis you mention, I very well 
remember : me is, I think, very lively and 
agreeable ; fhe has been jok'd fome time, I 
think, about Sir Harry. I long vaftly, to 
know, who they fay, you are in love with, 
and when the match is to be : mould take it 
very unkind, if I thought it was only a fecret 
to me ; but while people are young and An- 
gle, the world is always matching them. I 
wonder, 1 have had no letter from my bro- 
ther. My head achs dreadfully, fo muft 

leave 
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leave fcribbling, and make this ready againft 
Thomas comes. 1 am, 

With the great eft Sincerity % 

Tour ever affeftionate, 

Jemima Courtly, 

LETTER XXV. 
Mifs Emily Courtly to Mifs Brand. 

Bear Mifs Molly, 

I HAVE not time to write to you all I 
could wifh ; let it at prefent fuffice, that. 
Madam, has reiolutely refufed Mullins ; but 
that will not fave her, for married to him flie 
muft be, as fure as fhe lives. He, is in a 
hurry for his money I find, fo, I fuppofe, 
will foon renew his addrefles. 

I have fent you a blue fattin petticoat, 
which I never wore ; it was but juft come 
home as I received your laft letter; I am 
glad I had it for you. Farewell, my dear 
Molly, I muft away to my Father ; 'tis not 
fit he mould be left too much alone at this 
critical time. I remain, 

Tour obliged Friend, 

Emily Courtly. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Continuation of Mifi Emily Courtly 
to Mijs Brand. 

OH ! my dear Mifs Brand ! it's impo 
ble to defcribe the agony I am in, with 
rage and difappointment : my ichemes are all 
> abortive j my filler is out of my power, {he 
has out-witted me, and carried on a corre- 
fpondence with Mifs Wellers during her whole 
confinement, which never was difcovered till 
yefterday I have not patience to enter into 
the particulars now, but will tell you all 
when I fee you, which, I beg, may be as 
foon as poflible, to confult with me, for 
Something muft be done : my Father is fuffi- 
ciently enrag'd, Ihe has no fhare in him at 
prefent ; but, then ihe has fo powerful an 
advocate in Mrs. Wellers, I tremble to think 
• what may be the confequence : and, as me is 
•with Fanny Wellers, me may now fee Hora- 
tio-, nay, perhaps, marry him, there's the 
fting ! that's my greateft torment ! and how 
- to prevent it, I know not ! my invention, 
that uied always to be ready, when I had a 

point 
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ing, She could fecret her in aback room; 
but me abfolutely refufed, telling her, She 
could not confent to accept admittance into 
her Father's houfe as a favour from her fitter, 
thofe were terms too hard to fubmit to; 
Emily then afked her, Where me propofed 
going ? me reply'd, To Mrs. Wellers, who, 
I hope, will receive me : Won't you, Tho- 
mas, take me under your protection, and 
condud me to your miftrefs ; don't you 
think, Thomas, your miftrefs will receive 
me ; the poor fellow was fo affected he could 
hardly fpeak, but faintly utter'd : Oh, yes, 
madam, I am fure fhe will ! pray, madam, 
endeavour to make yourfelf eafy, I am fure 
you will be welcome at our houfe. Oh, with- 
out doubt ! faid Emily, with a fcornful freer, 
and went in. Jemima then walked out of 
the yard, and Thomas followed her, till 
they came to the place where he had left bis 
horfe, which, Thomas, begg'd fhe would 
pleafe to ride, and he would walk j but fhe 
judg'd it would be eafier riding behind him, 
than fingle, on a man's faddle •, fo ordered 
him to mount, which, in compliance with 
her defire he did, and fafely conducted her 
to our houfe, to the very great furprize of 
all our family. She was for a long time in- 
capable of letting us into the caufe of her 
i flight; 
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flight ; fo the chief of this account is from 
Thomas; me is now, thank God, more 
compoied. My mother is juft fat out for 
Courtly- Hall, to make interceffion for her 
with Mr. Courtly, the fuccefs of which em- 
bafly mall be the fubjeft of my next;" for, my 
dear Mima, is in too great diforder to be left 
alone. So, muft now conclude, 

Tour affectionate, 

and obliged humble Servant, 

Frances Wellers. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

• Continuation of Mifs Wellers to Mifs L: 

My dear Emma, 
T Concluded my Jaft, with alluring you, 
X that my next mould give you an account 
°f my mamma's reception at Courtly-Hall, 
and the fuccefs of her vifit, from which fhe is 
juft return'd : Mr. Courtly's refentment is 
carried to that height, that it has entirely 
taken place of his reafon; he ftorm'd like a 
madman at the fight of my mother; and it 
was a long time before me could prevail with 
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him, to hear what Ihe had to fay; and 
when he was a little more compofed, and fuf- 
fered her to expoftulate with him, it tended 
to no manner of purpofe ; he was deaf to all 
intreaties, and has folemnly declared, never 
to receive her again: poor Jemima feemed 
to dread nothing lb much as being taken in 
again never did I fee fo affecting a fcene, as 
the interview between me and my mother, 
on her return from Courtly-Hall : me flew 
to my mamma, and faid, Well, madam, 
what is the refult of your vifit ; I hope, you 
have not confented to fend me to my Father 
upon terms I can't fubmit to. Mifs Court- 
ly, faid my. mother, what are the terms you 
can't fubmit to? would not you wifh, to 
make one in your Father's family ? Yes, an- 
fwered fhe, To make one in my Father's fa- 
mily upon my own conditions, and not other- 
ways, that is, To be admitted as his daugh- 
ter, but not his prifoner think not, dear 
madam! I mean to be an incumbrance to 
you 5 that is far from my defire, I only beg 
your protection till I can difpofe of myfelf : 
I think, I could make myfelf ufeful to a lady 
in the capacity of a fervant, at leaft, I'll 
endeavour it •, for, rather than endure the 
frowns of my Father, and triumph of my 
fitter, I would embrace, with chearfulnefs, 
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the loweft degree of fervitude : my mother, 
tenderly embracing her, faid, My dear Mifs 
Courtly, you are not, nor mail not, be re- 
duced to fuch circumftances I blefs God, I 
am able to prevent it ! Your Father has, in- 
deed, refufed to reinftate you in his favour ; 
he is deaf to all remonftrances ; but let it 
not afflict you fo greatly •, you mall find a 
home in my houfe, and the fame treatment 
and privilege in every refpect, as my own 
daughter. The dear creature's grateful heart 
was fo full, fhe could not utter her acknow- 
ledgment, but taking faft hold of my hand, 
faid, Oh ! then madam, I have here a lifter, 
and though a cruel Father, ftill I have a blef- 
fing I never thought to experience, an indul- 
gent mother fhe then wept, as, indeed, we 
all did but, as foon as poffible, I recovered 
myfelf, and ufed every means I could think 
of, to divert her thoughts from thofe difa- 
greeable reflections: — My mamma fays, 
Mifs Emily feems vaftly uneafy at her lifter's 
being with us, and wants very much to have 
her home again which made my mother 
lefs anxious after it ; for fhe fays, flic clearly 
faw, her defire proceeded from a kind of en- 
vy and pique ; fo, that fhe ftrongly fufpected 
fome ill defign in her: in which, I am per- 
vaded, lhe judges very right. Mifs Courtly 
E has 
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has wrote to her brother, To we cxpecl to fee 
him here very foon. Mamma, has juft lent 
to propofe our taking a little walk, as it is a 
fine evening, in hopes, it will amufe poor 
Jemima ; fo muft bid adieu to, my dear 
Mifs Lewis, and conclude myfelf, 

Her ajfebtionate Friend, 

and obliged humble Servant, 

F. Wellers. 

LETTER XXIX. 

Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

Dear Mifs Welters, 

YOUR two obliging epiftles have given 
me both pain and pleafur.fi in extreme. 
Poor Mifs Courtly 's treatment, for a long 
time, has been cruelty in the higheft degree 
her Father's inhumanity, I believe, can fcarce 
be parallell'd : How happy then, is her pre- 
fent fituation, in being releafed from his ty- 
ranny ! Oh ! how amiable, does dear Mrs. 
Wellers appear, in thus exerting herielf in 
the caufe of injured innocence : her genero- 
fity and goodnefs can never be iufficiently 

com- 
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commended. I am vaftly glad Mr. Courtly 
is foon expected with you, as it muft be a 
great comfort to his filler: and I am greatly- 
miftaken, if Anthony's company, is not 
ibmewhat more than agreeable to my dear 
Fanny ; you muft excufe me, you know, I 
love to banter a little upon that head. Pray, 
let me hear of your proceedings, and make 
my compliments to Mifs Courtly j the fame 
waits on your mamma and felf, from 

Tour affectionate Friend, 

and obliged humble Servant, 

Emma Maria Lewis. 

LETTER XXX. 
Mifs Wellers to Mifs Lewis. 

My dear Emma, 

IT ever was a pleafure to me, to comply 
with every defire of yours but more par- 
ticularly, your laft requeft, of an account of 
our proceedings, in regard to my dear Jemi- 
ma; as her affairs intirely engrofs my thoughts 
and attention. Mr. Anthony Courtly came 
Q us immediately after he received Mifs 
E 2 Courtly's 
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Courtly's letter, and has fince been to make 
intercefiion with his Father : he ufed every 
argument in his power, and urged every cir- 
cumftance that thought could fuggeft in fa- 
vour of his fitter without fuccefs. He is 
now fet out for London, to acquaint Horatio 
with what has happen'd, and purpofes bring- 
ing him down to vifit us j but we greatly fear 
he will have fome difficulty in finding him, 
for Jemima had not fo much as open'd his 
Iscter, when her Father furprized and took it 
from her : but fhe has recollected the name 
and place of abode of a gentleman in Lon- 
don, with whom, me knows, he is very inti- 
mate fo, we hope, Mr. Courtly, will get 
information there. You fmile now, I dare 
engage, and think, I long as impatiently for 
Anthony's return, as poor Jemima. Well! 
if my fpirits were quite compos'd, I could 
banter a little too upon that head : imagine 
what you pleafe, perhaps you may not be 
much miftaken. Mamma and Mils Courtly 
joins in compliments with, 

Tour very affectionate, 

F. Wellers. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 
Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wf.llers. 



My dear Fanny, 

YO U have actually made me the exad 
refemblance of a humour'd child, the 
more you indulge me the more I covet. 
Your obliging compliance with my laft re- 
queft, makes me now impatient to know the 
event of young Courtly's embaffy I hope 
he will fucceed in his enquiry, Mifs Courtly, 
will furely then be happy: your mamma 
would, doubtlefs, rather, check than encou- 
rage her inclinations, if fhe had not enter- 
tain'd a very good opinion of Horatio fo 
that I imagine, there is no other bar to their 
profpeft of a happy union, than want of for- 
tune : I have heard he is very much the gen- 
tleman, and a man of letters. Mifs Blyden 
knows foroe of his family, and informs me, 
Hie had heard he was defign'd for a clergy- 
man but never any further account of him. 
There is a coach with company juft ftopt at 

our 
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our gate; fo m.uft deny myfelf the pleafurc 

gf adding more at prefent than, that, I am, 

®?ar-Mffi Wellers's, 



very affeflionatc, 




and obliged humble Servant, 
Emma Maria Lewis. 



LETTER XXXII. 
Mifs\N^x^toMifs Lewis. 

Bear Mifs Lewis, 
V OUR curiofity is natural, and needs no 
, & a Po^gy; on the contrary, I think, you 
are extremely kind in fo far interefting your- 
ielf m the affairs of one, for whom you 
know I have fo great regard. 

Mr. Courtly is return'd with Mr. Gran- 
ville, whofe character I will now give you 
as receiv'd from Mr. Courtly ; who has 
made Uriel: enquiry after him, both at the 
college where he was educated, and of feve- 
ral gentlemen to whom he is well known : 
He is of a good family, and was (as you 
have been inform'd) defign'd for the church ; 
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but fome friends from whom he was pro- 
rnis'd great favours being removed out of 
power, and other misfortunes that have fince 
happen'd in his family, has hitherto pre- 
vented his reaping any real benefit or advan- 
tage from his education : He is of a lively 
difpofition, and when very young, was guilty 
of fome irregularities ; but has fince taken 
quite a different turn, and according to all 
accounts acted with great fobriety, prudence 
and ceconomy : He is undoubtedly a man of 
fenfe, is extremely polite, and feems to have 
a great mare of good nature. My mother is 
exceflively pleas'd with his behaviour, ami 
has afllir'd him, that if all his actions corre- 
fpond with what me has already feen, he 
fhall always meet with a welcome reception 
at our houfe; but added, that (as he has de- 
clared his only wifh and higheft ambition is 
to procure fome ffation or employment, that 
may enable him to fupport Mils Courtly gen- 
tccly in the marriage ft ate) me would by all 
means advife him to refide in London, as lie 
will there be moft in the way of preferment. 
Mils Courtly and he are entirely of that 
opinion, and have mutually agreed to 
make themfelves as eafy as poffible in 
their ftate of feparation ; and patiently wait 
for fome happy event, that may unite and 
E 4 crowa 
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crown their willies. My dear Jemima is 
much more chearful and compos'd : Anthony 
and Horatio are quite pleafed with Mils 
Courdy's continuing with us, (which my 
mother has infilled on) for her brother propofed 
putting her to board in fome family in this 
neighbourhood; but my mamma told him, 
Hie would by no means confent to part with 
fo great a pleafure and comfort, as her a- 
dopted daughter ; lb begg'd he would defift 
from any further propoials of that kind. I 
am quite happy, and all are abundantly ea- 
fier than before this affair was fo fettled. I 
am, with due compliments and refpecl; to 
yourfelf and family, 

Tour obliged Friend 

and Servant , 

Frances Wellers, 

LETTER XXXIII. 
Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 



I AM quite delighted with your pleafing 
account of your mutual lovers j am hear- 
tily glad Mifs Courtly's affections are fix'd 
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on a perfon fo deferving, and meets with 
fuch juft return. I am going to fpend a few 
weeks in London j am in the greateft hade 
imaginable to get my accoutrements ready, 
fo beg you will pardon my abrupt conclu- 
sion. 

Tours /merely, 

Emma Maria Lewis. 



P. S. I mall do myfelf the pleafure of vi- 
fiting you on my return from London. 



LETTER XXXIV. 
Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Mifs We Hers > 

I HOPE, and truft, you will pardon, my 
not paying my refpecls in Cambridgeshire 
before I return to Woodberry, when I acquaint 
you with the occafion of breaking my promife : 
It's a mod joyful fummons, and the only 
thing that could poffibly atone for the mo 
tification of leaving London without feei 
you. I talk and write, and think fo much 
of dear Mifs Blyden, that yo\i can be no 
E 5 ftranger 
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ftranger to her me is very fhortly to marry 
Mr. Evanion, and honours me with a requeft, 
to attend as one of her bride-maids. All 
things are fettled, and brought fo near a con- 
clufion, that I mud fet out early on Saturday 
morning to reach Blyden-lodge in due time; 
this match gives me the higheft delight ; I 
am fo alive, I can hardly fupport the joy that 
has feized me •, for that couple are both my 
bofom friends and without partiality, mod 
worthy creatures ; who have been kept in the 
dreadful ftate of fufpence, for two years, by 
an uncouth and obftinate Father and Uncle ; 
that could no ways agree upon their fettle- 
ments. till within thefe fix weeks ; in which 
time, a lawyer, by great diligence, has fi- 
nilh'd all things neceffary. 1 really believe 
their afFeclions for each other is great and fin- 
cere j their fortunes are very ample, and they 
come together with every profpecl of happi- 
nefs : the wedding is to be next Thurfday, 
the ceremony perform'd at her parifh church; 
there will be fix bride-men and maids, all 
cleverly pair'd •, the maids drefs'd in blue 
lute firing trimm'd with white ; the bride 
and bride groom in white (of courfej on 
that, and the two following days, will be 
public entertainments extremely magnificent ; 
a ball each night. They have contrived to 
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fix their attendants as they think will prove 
agreeable j for which reafon, I am appointed 
to Sir Harry Harwood j I take it kind, be- 
caufe I know they mean it fo j but, upon 
my word, I don't like him at all ; that is, I 

like him well enough ; nay, I like him 

very much that is I — I — think 

him very clever, and all that ; but, upon ho- 
nour, I have no partiality for him ; however, 
it does not fignify who or what I like •, nor, 
indeed, do I like or diflike any body particu- 
larly; How much ! How fincerely I wifh 
for my dear Fanny Wellers at this wedding ! 
for it will be a moft joyous affair. I think, 
the pleafure of my London journey ends in 
the compleateft manner ; and, I ought, with 
the greateft fatisfacTidn, return to my melan- 
choly mother and aunt, and endeavour to 
divert them, for they are infinitely kind and 
good to me and worthy people they are, 
tho' the dej eftion of their fpirits, and retired 
way of living, makes it too dull for a young 
perfon ; lb much fo, that I can never think of 
afking one with lefs good Nature than your- 
felf, to vifit me at Woodberry. Mr. Blyden is 
to retire to a hunting feat, and leave the lodge 
(which is, really, a glorious manfion) to the 
young people. I propofe flaying a month 
with them, and then return home, where, I 
E 6 ihall 
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fhall depend on feeing you very foon; In 
three days after the wedding, I will write you 
a full account of all proceedings. In the in- 
terim, I am, with due rejpect to yourfelf and 
family, 

My dear Fanny's 

affeftionate and devoted* 

Emma Maria Lewis. 



>ud 



LETTER XXXV. 

Continuation cf Mifs Lewis to Mijs Welle 

Dear Mifs Welters* 

A Circumstance has happen'd to clou 
our joys for the prefent but hope, 
we mall foon recover them, tho' not in the 
high degree that fo lately promifed us. Mr. 
Blyden was feized laft Monday with an apo- 
plexy, which carried him off in a few hours. 
I hear Mifs Blyden is greatly affected ; but 
hope this marriage in expectation, will be 
the means of carrying off her concern. The 
wedding is to be poftpon'd for fome weeks at 
leall i during which time, if it is as conve- 
nient to you, as it is agreeable to me, I will 
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do myfelf the pleafure of waiting on you. 
muft at prefent be fliort ; as a letter of con- 
dolance to dear Mifs Blyden is indifpenfible. 
I am, 

Tours faithfully, 

E. M. Lewis 

LETTER XXXVI. 

Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis, 
at Mifs Wellers. 

Bear Mifs Lewis, 

I Return a thoufand thanks for your very 
kind and comfortable letter : it claim'd a 
more early acknowledgment ; but I have 
been fo ill for thefe ten days, that I could 
not pofllbly take pen in hand, and am at this 
time extremely indifpos'd : my fpirits are fo 
violently affected, that I fear, I never mall 
overcome this affliction j tho\ I have every 
comfort that is poffible, after the lofs of 
fuch an affectionate parent ; who has fhewed 
me the greateft regard in his laft act, as I 
am left his whole eftate in my poffeffion and 
difpoial which is a happy alteration from a 
will juft found, of two years date j in which 

I 
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I was left entirely in my uncle's power as to 
marriage; and the eftate fettled on him in 
cafe 1 died without heirs; tho', I believe 
firmly, that I mould have met with the moft 
generous treatment from him, if one may 
judge of him by his writing; which plainly 
fliews him a man of fenfe and goodnefs. He 
has fent me a very kind and affedionate let- 
ter, begging me to look on him as my Fa- 
ther, promifing to act that character in every 
particular; defiring my wedding might be 
deferr'd half a year, in refped and decency 
to my dear Father; (which was my intention, 
before I had the honour of his letter) he is 
fo kind, as tocome diredly from Ireland to 
comfort and advife me, and will bring his lady 
with him, intending to ftay till I am quite 
fettled. How happy it is to have fuch a re- 
lation! Now, my dear Emma, I have an 
extraordinary favour to aft, that you muft 
not refufe, becaufe I have fet my heart upon 
it: It is begging you will come directly to 
this houfe of mourning, to comfort and affift 
me in the ceremony of receiving my uncle 
and aunt, who we exped here fome time the 
week after next: I long for his arrival, tho' 
Ihall be greatly fhock'd at firft feeing him • 
and fhould he be like my Father, know not 
how 1 fhall fupport it. I depend on feeing 



2 you 
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vou very mortly : it is that hope which enli 
'vkm and enables me to write this-, for till 
within thefe three days, I have not been 
enough myielf to attend to any thing. I a 

Dear Emma, 

Tour much affiled Friend, 

Louisa Blyden 

LETTER XXXVII. 

Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

Blyden-Lodge. 

Dear Mifs (Vellers, 

I MUST beg you will make my grate- 
ful compliments, and return ten thoufand 
thanks to your mamma, in my name, for all 
her favours, and particularly her good na- 
ture, in permitting me to leave you fo fud- 
denly. I know you will readily pardon me; 
therefore mall only fay, I fincerely wilh for 
an early opportunity, of fpending a calm and 
tranquil month with you. I know you de- 
light to indulge me, and naturally love thofe 
that I do •, therefore fhall make my Louifa 
and her family the fubjecT: of this letter. 

Never 
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Never was the lofs of a man fo much re- 
gretted as Mr. BIyden ; forrow extends it's 
ielf many miles round the country ; I very 
foon met with feeling lamentations for his 
death, which increas'd apparently as I reach'd 
nearer and nearer the lodge; where I found 
all inconfolable, and my dear Louifa fo al. 
ter'd, that I fcarcely knew her. Her woman 
tells me, ihe is furprizingly better, fince her 
expectation of me and her uncle : he is upon 
the fea, and Mr. Evanion is gone this morn- 
ing for Falmouth to meet them. He is 
amazingly affected with Mr. BIyden's death, 
was very urgent with Louifa to marry pri- 
vately, before her uncle's arrival, as all 
things was fettled in a fatisfadtory manner. 
Old Mr. Evanion was very defirous it mould 
be fo y and I endeavoured to perfuade her to 
it all in my power, but it was impoilible • I 
really muft confefs, I think me judges beft ; 
for, as me is entirely her own miftrefl, it will 
appear more refpeclful to her uncle, and 
more decent to the deceased father ; but I had 
fuch an irrefiftible defire it mould be fo that 
I could not forbear perfuading, contrary to 
my opinion. I defire you will favour me 
very foon with a letter; for we greatly want 
amufement. I am, Tours entirely, 

. Emma Maria Lewis. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Welle rs. 

Dear Mifs Kellers, Blyden-Lodge. 

YOUR letter both pleafed and enter- 
tained me. 1 took the liberty of read- 
ing the comical parts to Mifs Blyden ; and 
had the fatisfaction to fee her fmile for the 
rirft time fince my being here ; and I (tho' 
melancholy) laugh'd exceflively. I am con- 
cern'd Mrs. Wellers was a little difpleafed ; 
but mothers don't always enter into young 
people's jokes and fchemes ; nor, indeed, is 
it proper: for I am very fenfible, without 
the check of experienc'd years, our fpirits 
would fometimes flow above high water 
mark. Mifs Blyden delights to hear , me 
talk of my Frances and Jemima. I indulge 
her prodigioufly, and me infifts upon my 
going to the St. Cecilian meeting at Sa- 
lifbury-, and defires, I will perfuade you and 
Mifs Courtly to meet me. there, and then 
prevail on you both, to honour her with 
your company at Blyden-Lodge. She has 
made me a moft agreeable party j con filling 

of 
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of three young women, and three very fuit- 
able men, befides Mr. Evanion who will 
wait on you to conduct your Iadyfhips to Sa- 
lisbury, where he will couple you properly 
for the time ; he attends us as a careful guar- 
dian to high and unthinking fpirits j for as 
we look upon him as a married man, we Will 
not fufFer him to coquet it with the girls. If 
you reject this fcheme, I never will forgive 
it. Our good folks arrived laft Monday ; it 
was a fluttering day to my Louifa, and no 
very pleafing one to me for fo ungracious a 
countenance as Mr. Blyden's, never before 
met my eyes: the women are all queer, auk- 
ward, and referved their attendants nume- 
rous, and moft mocking in appearance ; I 
have not to this hour found out the ufe or 
denominations of half. Mr. Evanion has 
told me, he thought he mould have funk at 
the firft fight of them ; neither he nor I 
imagine we can ever forget our firft inter- 
view ; as to Mifs Blyden, the melancholy 
and unavoidable reflections, the fight of her 
Father's own brother, and her new adopted 
father muft occafion, left no room for ob- 
fervation in her : but I muft no longer omit 
giving fome account of their characters, leaft 
you may be (as I was) prejudiced by ap- 
pearances : we find in Mr. Blyden, a very 
AP fiK extra,- 
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extraordinary fhare of fenfe and good nature, 
with but one fault, which is, (without drink- 
ing any great quantity) being always dif- 
guifed from dinner till bed-time~j but even 
then he is perfect goodnefs, telling his whole 
foul, and I fear, incapable of even neceffary 
difguife : I think, we may juftly call him, A 
rough diamond ; and efteem his niece mod 
happy in a valuable uncle : Mrs. Blyden is a 
good fort of woman ; that you know, figni- 
fies, A harmlefs perfon, not the leaft of a 
fool, but without any active genius or 
fprightly fenfe j flie much refembles a very 
tame cat, neither offending or pleafing, but 
always civil and compilable : their fervants 
(for I muft mention them again) are really 
excellent ; fo far exceeding our Englilh ones 
in duty and diligence, and much more cun- 
ning, (I cannot call it fenfe) than their ap- 
pearance gives room to expect ; I firmly be- 
lieve, they would die in a caufe of their 
matter's. Mr, Blyden honours me with long 
and frequent converfations •, the preference 
he feems to pay my judgment is, perhaps, 
the realbn of my admiring him fo much ; 
but, really, all like him, who have been in 
his company. He was yefterday morning 
aflung my opinion of Mifs Blyden's fpending 
fome time in London before her marriage 5 

and. 



ma, 
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and, really, his reafons for it was fo good, 
that I am quite convinced it is right, and am 
defired by. him, to forward the affair. I was 
forry, to find in this converfation, that he 
did not entirely approve Mr. Evanion •, but 
there does not appear the leaft intention to 
put off the match ; fo far from it, that 
he propofes him to attend her to Lon- 
don, and to ftay there till the fix months is 
expired : for he very juhMy obferves, it is ne- 
cefTary fhe mould fee the world a little before 
fhe enters into it ; and be acquainted with 
other men, equal to her in merit and fortune, 
befides Mr. Evanion, which fhe never yet 
has. He greatly blames her Father for not 
educating her in London j and thinks, as 
(he is one of the firft fortunes, her alliance 
ought to be noble. However, is highly fa- 
tisfied with Mr. Evanion's merit and fortune, 
and thinks a title may foon be procured. Mr. 
Blyden feems to have fome confiderable mare 
of family pride ; but quite approves his niece's 
pleafing herfelf in this and every point ; he is 
. undoubtedly exceffively fond of her. To- 
morrow we expecl Mrs. Blyden's fon by her 
firft hufband, his name is Clavering j and I 
learn from her woman, he's a moft accom- 
plifh'd man, and has a large eltate j but is 
£t 7 n:.; . . . mar- 
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married, and parted from his wife therefore 
fomething is wrong 'tis plain ; when I have 
f'een him, you fhall know more of him j till 
when, I am, 



LETTER XXXIX. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers, 

"Dear Mifs Wellers, 
HT\ H E day after I wrote to you Mr. Cla- 



1 vering arrived, he is,- really, an agree- 
able man ; but, I cannot- think him a perfon 
of equal merit with his father in-law. Yef- 
terday Sir Harry Harwood came, he is to 
accompany us to London. Mifs Blyden is 
much indifpofed, which makes me very un- 
happy 5 I really think her extremely ill, and 
cannot perfuade her to have any advice. In- 
deed, we have met with feveral things to ruf- 
fled us lately one of which is, fome difagree- 
ments between Mr. Evanion and Mr. Bly- 
den. I hope, all now is compofed again in 
that quarter^ but the quarrels run very high, 



Tour obliged and obedient, 



Emma Maria Lew 




they 
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they began upon trifles, but proceeded to 
what, I fear, will not foon be fettled ; for the 
young gentleman was piqued to find himfelf 
deceived ; and more fo, that he appeared a 
deceiver in the eyes of Mr. Blyden very 
clearly, and fufpected by Mifs Blyden a lit- 
tle : for on the old gentleman's examining 
the fettlements, he found them quite ineffec- 
tual, and out* of their power to make them 
good ; this Mr. Blyden thought neceflary to 
tell his niece, who was greatly fhock'd at the 
thoughts of being deceived by the man fhe 
beft loved ; but fhe was foon perfuaded to 
believe him innocent, and no doubt but he 
is ; Mr. Blyden is exceffively vext, and en- 
deavours to work her up to a refentment ; 
but it would be impoffible, I firmly believe, 
did fhe really think him guilty! The old 
gentleman carries his anger fo far, that fhe 
is determin'd to end the difputes by marrying 
in a few days, which, I think, is the beft 
way ; as fhe is entirely miftrefs of herfelf. 
The wedding will now be quite private; 
Mr. Blyden has refufed his prefence, intend- 
ing to remove himfelf and family the day 
before. He now has fent to invite me into 
the garden, for fome convention on this 
unhappy affair, I imagine. So no more at 
prefent, 

I 
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I am now return'd from walking, and 
much happier than when I fat out ; finding 
by Mr. Blyden, that his great anger was 
only pretended, to try his niece, how far her 
afTecfions were engaged ; that he was vaffiy 
difgufted at old Evanion's iJI ufage ; and ra- 
ther forry, me mould be allied to fuch a fa- 
mily; the more, becaufe he was offer'd a 
Duke's fon for her, and thought her fortune 
and accomplishments deferv'd it; however, 
he was fenfible of young Evanion's merit' 
and mould be happy in that marriage, now' 
he found her fo firmly attach'd to him : he 
hoped his appearance of warmth would not 
too much affeft her, and defired me to tell 
her his motive; and furthermore, that he 
was ready to attend her nuptials, as the next 
Tuefday, (if ihe chofe it) but rather advifed 
the firft plan, of going to London. I went 
immediately to Mifs Blyden, and relieved 
her much affli&ed fpirits. She diredly fent 
for Mr. Evanion, and the firft fcheme is 
again agreed on ; we are to fet out for Lon- 
don the week after next, without you can ob- 
tain the liberty of coming to St. Cecilia, and 
then we put off our journey for a fortnight 
longer ; we are now quite compofed and re- 
lated : my Louifa's fpirits revived ; Mr. 

Evanion 
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Evanion happy ; and 1 am alive again ; 
Evanion and Clavering are great friends ; Sir 
Harry as fprightly as a bird and we only 
want my little Blyden's former livelinefs, to 
make this lodge Gaiety Hall: I will not be a 
month in London, without taking a trip to 
Swinderby-Abby ; till when, I am, 

With all humility, 

Emma Maria Lewis, 

LETTER XL. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers, 

MANY thanks to my dear Mifs Wei- 
lers for her two obliging letters how 
kind me is not to be exact with me ! how- 
ever, it will foon be in my power to write to 
you from morning till night : for all my 
joyous lchemes are over, and poor Mifs 
Blyden goes heavily off to-morrow, with no 
other company, than her aunt, Sir Harry, 
and fervants. Mr. Blyden thinks, Mr. Eva- 
nion cannot with fafety leave his uncle, till 
they have contrived fome means to remove 
Mr. Burman, the fteward, who, they have 
found, by fome lucky chance, correlponds 

with 
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with a very diftant relation of Mr. Evanion's, 
who endeavours by Burman to intercept our 
young friend and it is entirely owing to 
him, that all this unhappinefs has been be- 
tween the uncle and nephew : this Burman 
was always look'd upon as particularly ho- 
neft, but none can efcape Mr. BJyden's pene- 
tration. I look upon his being here as a 
moft fortunate circumftance to Louila, for he 
finds the whole eftate in a very bad condition, 
and flays in the country to let things to 
rights. As for me ! poor me ! Sir Harry 
Harwood is the impediment to my London 
journey ; for, as foon as my mother and aunt 
heard of his going, they fent abfolute com- 
mands for me to return home 5 fince which, 
I find he only goes to introduce the Blyden's 
to his mother and filters, and a few people 
of fafhion in town, ancf then returns imme- 
diately to his quarters 5 from this, you may 
conclude all here in a melancholy fituation. 
I am vafl-ly glad Mr. Evanion will have fo 
chearful a companion as Clavering to keep up 
Vis fpirits : we go the firft day's journey with 
them, and Mr. Blyden does me the honour 
of feeing me home, from whence, I mall 
foon indulge myfelf in writing to you. I am, 
Tours in the ~Dumps y 

Emma Maria Lewis. 
F LET- 
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LETTER XLI. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Fanny, Woodbcrry. 

I HAVE really been ill ever fince I came 
home, and not able to write, which makes 
me again indebted to you two letters ; the 
laft Mr. Evanion was fo obliging to bring me 
yefterday from Blyden- Lodge ; he looks ex- 
tremely dejected, and complains of that lurk- 
ing enemy Burmnn, who continues his mif- 
chiefs without poffibility of removal. Mifs 
Blyden has been ever fince her arrival in town 
greatly indifpofed, and continues fo much fo, 
that fhe has not been able to write to any of 
us ; this greatly afflicts Mr. Evanion, and the 
more, as he cannot obtain the liberty of fee- 
ing her, notwithstanding the unwearied pains 
good Mr. Blyden takes for that purpofe. He 
informs me, Sir Harry Harwood will return 
on Thurfday, and propofes to fpend a fort- 
night with our neareil neighbour, Sir Hugh 
Hetchmore, which will add fome iittle chear- 
fulnefs to this fpot of defpair. I am, 
Tours Jincerely, 

E. M. Lewis. 
LET 
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LETTER XLII. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Welle 

My dear Mifs tellers, 

TH E young Baronet fpent yefterday 
with us, and inform'd my Mother of 
his intended ftay with Sir Hugh; fhe was 
horrid crofs all the day ; and this morning 
told me, I look'd melancholy, and that fhe 
infilled on my paying you a vifit to divert 
my thoughts a little from my friend's trou- 
bles, which me obferved lay heavy on my 
fpints: this journey, me knew well would 
take my fancy, and fo, Fanny, I Hiall be 
-with thee in a few days after you receive this. 
Till when, I am, with due refpect to Mrs* 
Wellers, Mifs Courtly, &c. 

Tour pleafed, 

and obedient Friend and Servant, 

E, M. Lewis. 



LET- 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs Wellers. 

ml' i •» r • Grofvenor ftreet. 

My dear Mijs Leivis, 

HOPE you know it is illnefs has pre- 
vented my writing to you; nothing' elie 
in the world would have hinder'd my indulg- 
ing myfelf in this manner. Oh ! Emma, 
how much have I wim'd for you here ! or to 
be again in the country ; not one gleam ot 
jpy or happinefs have I known fince my being 
in London: my journey was melancholy, 
you know, I had nothing to make it other- 
wife. The day after my arrival, I paid my 

rdpr&s to Lady L , Lady B , and 

Lady Harwocd and daughters, (to whom . 
Sir Harry introduced me -J they are all polite 
and agreeable, and have been infinitely oblig- 
ing to me. If I continue mending, am to 
o-cTto court on Monday next, which will 
be the fecond time of my going out. I am 
fo unhappy in this great metropolis, I am 
fometimes inclined to return immediately, 
but then the bad accounts I receive from the 
country makes that thought equally difagree- 

able ; 
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able ; fo, that I am truly mifcrable : for by 
what I learn, my uncle is but juft come in 
time to fave my noble eftate (I think, I may 
without vanity call it noble) from the ruin 
my dear Father's eafy temper, and the negli- 
gence of unjuft ftewards has involved "it : 
among which, Anthony Plain amazes me, as 
he was always efteemed honeft and capable 
of his truft : his total difcharge I can by 
no means confent to, for he was a great 
favourite of my Father's ; therefore, have 
defired his removal to the care of the fmall 
eftate in Lincolnfliire. Mr. Evanion's dif- 
ferences with his uncle makes me vaftly trn- 
eafy, as it appears impoffible to remove the 
caufe. That vile Burman is too cunning for 
his honeft antagonift; had it not been for my 
uncle's penetration, we never fhould have 
found him out. I beg, I may hear from you 
frequently ; and, that you will make my 
beft compliments to Mrs. and Mifs Wellers, 
and Mifs Courtly. I am, 

With all fincerity i yours, 

Louisa Blyden. 



F 3 L 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Mr. Blyden to Mifs Lewis at 
Mijs Wellers. 

Madam, 

I Depend you'll excufe my giving you 
this trouble, as I know your readme Is to 
ferve thofe who want your afliftance. I muft 
now beg you will join with me in perfuading 
Louifa to part with Anthony Plain, who is a 
very improper perfon for her fervice ; and 
fhe is partial to him even to her ruin. There 
is fad confufion at old Evanion's : I wilh I 
knew how to extricate the worthy young 
gentleman from his troubles, which, I fear, 
wili effect him greatly. I fincerely regret 
your not being able to go to London with my 
niece, as ycu are a comfortable and proper 
companion for her : I am likewife forry, as 
you could not go to town with her, that you 
left Wood berry at this time-, as I continu- 
ally want your advice in her affairs. I am, 
Madam, with the utmcft refpeel, 

Tour mcft devoted Servant, 

Isaac Blyden. 
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LETTER XLV. 

Continuation of Mr, Blyden to Mifs Lewis, 

Madam, 

IMuft beg you will not think of mention i 
to Mifs Blyden your defire and opinion of 
haftening the marriage, which I fincerely hope 
will foon be farther from her thoughts than 
ever, but I fo well know the influence of your 
advice, that on receiving the honour of your 
letter, I immediately fet down to write this, 
and fend my fervant over with it, to prevent (if 
poffible) your fentiments of this affair going to 
Louifa, who, I hope, will not once think of 
marrying a pennylefs man in difgrace, forfuch 
poor Mr.Evanion now is, being forbid ever to 
enter his uncle's doors-, but I have happily pre- 
vailed on him to fettle 800 a year upon my 
young friend, and fent my Ion to accompany 
him when he chufes to go, and greatly fear 
London will be the place \ it it is, (hall per- 
fuade my neice to return home, as this is thi 
only place he cannot come to : however, 
fliould me perfift in her intention of marrying 
him, Hie ought, in common prudence, to ftay 
till her eftate can be brought into fo me order 
F 4 and 
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and regularity (which will be at leaft a year ac- 
compiiihinr.) This I hope you will join with 
me in perfuading her to. I remain, Madam, 

your moft obedient 

humble Servant, 

Isaac Blyden. 

LETTER XLVI. 

Mfs Rainsford to M-fs Lewis a 
Mfs Welle r' s. 

Dear Emma, 

I AM amazed at not hearing from you in 
all this time, I am certain it is two months 
fince I wrote, and am fo angry that I was de- 
termined to take no notice of it, but leave you 
to the quiet poffeffion of thofe happy people, 
who have lately engaged all your attention. 
Indeed I am piqued, I think you unkind, I 
could almoft fay ungrateful, to neglect one 
who regards you fo much as I do •, and ftill 
I love you too well I think. The occafion 
that now tempts me to trouble you, is an invi- 
tation from my grand- mamma Highnm into 
Devonmire, and another from my aunt Bur- 
ton 
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ton to London. As I cannot go to both, and 
muft accept one, I would wifh to govern my- 
felf by your movements, and chufe that where 
I mall be mod likely to fee you. If I do not 
hear from you extremely foon, I mail then be- 
lieve (what I now with fome reafon fufpec"l) 
that you mean to drop me, in that cafe my 
ftudy will be to avoid you as much as it is now 
to meet you. It is reported in this part of So « 
merfetfliirethatyou was fent away fromWood- 
berry on Sir Harry Harwood's account, it is 
odd fo long as that regiment has been in this 
part of the world, that I have never feen this 
much-talked-of captain. My uncle and aunt 
Willet, with all their children, have been with 
us a week, and are to {lay while their houfe is 
repaired, which makes us above thirty in fa- 
mily, that upon my word I mail rejoice to get 
out of the crowd. I want your advice how to 
a6t in refpedt to Mifs Blyden, in cafe I go to 
London. 1 have met her at races, and fuch 
country affairs feveral times, and we have al- 
ways converfed together, now ought I to take 
any notice of her on going to town. I muft 
confefs myfelf very ambitious of contracting 
an acquaintance with her, yet would not be 
too forward, left fhe mould think it more for 
the honour than pleafure of knowing her that 
F 5 I 
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I fought it fo much'. My beft refpects attends 

you, who am, with all fincerity, 

Tour obedient friend, 

Anna Ma. Rainsford. 



LETTER XLVII: 

Continuation of Mifs Rainsford to 
Mifs Lewis. 

j T . Bingficld-Park; 

My dear Mifs Lews, 

IFieely pardon you, your excufes are fo good 
and my love fo great, that you have all 
my forgivenefs and all my pity for you muft 
have fufTered greatly, and poor Mifs Blyden 
I am fmcerely grieved for my determination 
is for London-, I mall fet out on Friday as 
foon as I get there, will fend to Mifs Blyden, 
as I doubt not of a polite reception from that 
amiable lady. I muft mention fomething to 
you in confidence that very greatly concerns 
me. I beg it may go no farther. A few days 
ago, young Mr. Evanion, and another young 
gentleman, pafTed through this town, it was 
at the time of the races ; they (laid one day on 
that account; and I have been credibly -in- 
i formed, 
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formed, Mr. Evanion was extremely drun 
the whole time, made many ridiculous bets, 
and loft a hundred and twenty guineas, and 
behaved very ill in other refpects. The gen- 
tleman with him exprefted great concern, and 
with vaft perfuafion got him to bed about 
three in the morning. Since he has been gone, 
we hear a rumour, that he has left his uncle in 
difpleafure, and is never to return. I imagine, 
if this is true, the match with Mifs Blyden 
mull be quite oft. I find there is many altera- 
tions at the Lodge, moft of the old fervants 
difmiffed, and the tenants greatly offended at 
the changes. Ail the low people give Mr. 
Blyden a terrible character ; but the more fen- 
fible part of the country efteem him a man of 
merit and parts : I therefore conclude it a 
happy circumftance to his neice his being here. 
I beg you will excufe all the faults and blun- 
ders in this epiftle, as my thoughts are wholly 
engaged on my London joys, which I depend 
upon being vaftly prodigious! as I never was 
there, all things will be new to me ; then one 
very happy thing is my being juft come of age, 
and have received a year's intereft of my blef- 
fed godmother's twelve thoufand pound le- 
gacy, with all the dear old woman's diamonds. 
1 am determin'd to (hew away, and go to 
every public place. I hope to God I fhall be 
F 6 thought 
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thought handfome in London ; I know I zm 
reckon'd fo here ; 'tis a folly to difguife my- 
felf Emmaj you have all I think juft as it 
comes don't expofe me, and let me very 
foon be allured that you will ftill love her, 
who, while fhe treads this earthly globe, will 
always be 

your moft affectionate 
Anna Maria Rainsford. 

LETTER XL VIII. 

Continuation of Mifs Rainsford to 
Mifs Lewis. 

My dear Emma, St * J am es's-ftreet. 

I HAVE been four days in London, and am 
not much pleafed ; for my aunt is really 
a mighty grave kind of a gentlewoman, and 
without I can fome way or other bruin up fome 
fprightly acquaintance, I fear all my after- 
noons muft be fpent at the corner of a ftupid 
card-table. The day after my arrival, I had 
the pleafure of the politer!: card I ever faw from 
Mifs Blyden ; and the next morning fhe ho- 
noured me with a vifit, and has engaged me 

to 
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to dine with her to-morrow. All this highly 
delights me ; but I was very forry to fee, as 
you will to hear, that poor Mifs Blyden has 
loft all her vivacity, notwithstanding which, 
lhe ftill remains handfome, tho' very pale 
and thin. 1 find fhe feldom goes into public, 
when (he does, it is to court, where /be is ta- 
ken great notice of by many people of quality. 
I have fpent all my mornings vaftly to my fatif- 
faclion, in equipping myfelf with cloaths of all 
forts. The full-drefs'd fuits are a dark blue, 
flower'd with filver and colours ; a yellow, 
fiower'd with filver •, a rofe-colour'd fattin, 
trimm'd with filver, and a white and filver 
with a little purple. My fecond drefTes are, a 
flower'd luteftring, a pink damafk, and a blue 
and white thTue : thefe things, with what I had 
before, I hope will make me taring fine. I 
forgot to tell you, I've laid out a hundred 
pounds in lace ; but what will all this fignify, 
if I may not go abroad to mew them ? I was 
this morning promifed vaft indulgences while 
in London two or three plays, to go to court, 
and to fee the lions and the wax-work ; it 
made me horrid crofs, but luckily for me, the 
old lady did not fee it. I am this moment a 
princefs in happinefs; for my goddefs of a 
mantua- woman has kept her word,and brought 
home the white and filver, which I lhall deck 

myfelf 
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myfelf in to-morrow to wait on Mifs Blyden. 
a good angel ! to take To much notice of me ; 
it is very lucky ; for I have no chance of a 
companion out of my aunt's acquaintance, as 
her woman informs me fhe vifits only three 
and twenty people 5 and they generally treat 
her with a pool of quadrille (which fhe loves as 
her eyes) they meet at five, and part at eight i 
we then come home, eat a tart, and a piece 
of Gloucefterfhire cheefe toafted, or cold j 
which you like beft, drink a glafs of dry 
mountain, fay our prayers, and to bed at ten. 
In the morning we rife at eight, pray heartily, 
and breakfaft at nine upon weak tea, made 
worfe with fkim-milk (call'd here thin cream) 
and ufed for the wholefomes. We have al- 
ways a noble joint of meat for dinner, the re- 
mainder of which is given away at night : at 
each meal I have a lecture on the unwhole- 
fomenefs of country luxury, all things fo dif- 
ferent to what I have left ! but I'll foon pleafe 
myfelf, or I am much rmftaken. I have hired 
a very elegant chariot, and a pair of bays by 
the month, as long as I ftay in town •, for my 
aunt's is an old cathedral vehicle, with an old 
coachman and purblind horfes, that we can't 
go fafter than an old woman with a corn upon 
every toe. I have a very fmart footman al- 
ready come, mall put him in my father's li- 
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very, as he may perhaps be of his family ; but 
I pray moft ardently, that Anna Maria Rains- 
ford may never fee Bingfield-Park any more ; 
it will be very hard, wo'nt it, Emma, if I 
don't get a hufband with my fortune, and not 
an ugly face, let me tell you ? The moment 
my new equipage comes home, I'll fly about 
the town, if I goby myfelf; but I have a 
fcheme for company for at chapel yefterday, 
fome fmart girls fat in the fame pew with me, 
it feems it is their place ; next Sunday I'll in- 
vite them to come to fee me they live juft 
oppofite to us, and have a handfome brother, 
that delights me. It's a fine warm morning, 
and my aunt fends to invite me to walk in the 
Park with her old cats, you know, love to 
fun themfelves •, but we muft firft to chapel ; 
well, I'll humour the tabby, that me in my 
turn may humour me 5 for if poflible, I'll 
keep her in good temper, left I mould be or- 
der'd into the country for high rebellion a- 
gainft an aunt ; and though I have an inde- 
pendent fortune, I mould not chufe to act in 
open defiance, without an abfolute neceflity. 
Farewell, I hear old crazy come lumber, lum- 
ber to the door, like a funeral hearfe. Com- 
pliments to good Mifs Wellers, and tell her 

I know 
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I know Anthony Courtly very well, and hear 

of all his motions. 

Tours, 

Anna Maria Rainsford. 



LETTER XLIX. 

Continuation of Mifs Rainsford to Mifs Lewis. 

r St. James's- ftreet. 

Dear Emma, J 

YO U will now have a very ftupid epif- 
tle from me, for I am very dull, tho* 
at the fame time have much reafon to be 
pleafed ; and fo am both happy and unhappy. 
I do aflure you, I greatly fear I mail make 
you vaftly uneafy : I went this day (for I 
can't fleep till I tell you) to dine with Mifs 
Blyden ; I thought the fervant who let me 
in look'd melancholy, and confufed : he 
Ihewed me into a dining room, where I fat 
above a quarter of an hour without feeing 
any body; then came in a mod agreeable 
man, (I muft obferve that) with only one 
imperfection, that I could fee about him; 
and that is a fmall claret mark on one cheek : 
he addrefs'd me with a very deje&ed voice 

and 
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and countenance, made apology for Mils 
Blyden and his mother (who, I found was 
Mifs's aunt) their no: appearing, his coufm, 
as he call'd her, being extremely ill, and not 
juft then able to come to me ; I immediately 
defir'd leave to return home, and wait on her 
again at a more convenient time; but he 
begg'd I would ftay, faying, It was quite 
neceffary, and that he would give me his 
reafons why it was fo : he began, That I 
could be no ftranger to the match concluded 
on between Mifs Blyden and Mr. Evanion ; 
and that the world judg'd it muft prove very 
happy, as it had been a paflion of long 
Handing ; and began without any interefted 
views of either fide, at a time, when neither 
of them was old enough to have any fuch 
confideration, and continued after noble and 
rich alliances were offer'd to both : that they 
were efteem'd perfons of great and equal 
merit and fenfe : How happy was then the 
profpect ! continued he ; and how fhocking 
it muft be to every one that hears, Mr. Eva- 
nion has fuddenly taken to drinking, and 
every other vice in confequence of that ! this 
we perceived in a few days after my coufin 
left the country : we fufpecled him about a 
month before that, but then it came on with 
great rapidity ! how to acquaint Mifs Blyden 

with 
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with this unhappy change was our greateft 
diftrefs, and it was indifpenfibJe her knowing 
it ! but our contrivances were foon ftqpt by 
his refolution to vifit her ; the regard his 
merit had attracted from me Mill remain'd, 
that with my refpeclful affection to Mifs 
Blyden, induced me to accompany him to 
London ; and infinitely I fuffer'd in that at- 
tendance, as fhe loiter'd on the road, going 
many miles out of the way, to any place 
where was a cock-match, fair, or bull- 
bating, behaving all the time like a diffolute 
reprobate ! much to my fhame and confu- 
fion ! we arrived in town but iaft night : I 
with difficulty kept him from Mifs Blyden ; 
and left him, as I thought, fafe in bed this 
morning, while I waited on her, to endeavour 
at breaking it to her but before I could fum 
up fufficient refolution, he broke in upon us, 
with all the rage of a mad man ! I can fay no 
more on this head ; you may more eafily 
imagine, than I can defcribe our confufion ! 
I got him away about two hours ago ; the 
time fmce, has been employ 'd in comforting 
my dear Coufin : and we have perfuaded her 
to fee company, and go out in moderation, 
from this moment, as that will be moft 
likely to carry off her affliction : fhe takes 
our advice, and will wait on you prefently ; 

me 
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fhe defires her difcompofure may pafs 
illnefs, and intends playing a game at -vvhift 
in the afternoon, with you and two or three 
other friends, who (lie has appointed to meet 
here. I afk'd him, If he could affign any 
reafon for this unfortunate change in Mr. 
Evanion ? he faid, It was his opinion, that 
that damnable Burman was the whole caufe, 
by letting him at variance with his uncle ! 
and then the fettlement turn'd out bad, 
which hurt him exceffively, fearing, it might 
be thought, he knew it, and kept it fecret to 
cheat Mifs Blyden ; thefe conjoin'd, I fear, 
hurried him to the vice of drinking, which 
together has, I fear, a little touch'd his 
brain. He was proceeding in thefe melan- 
choly reflections, when Mifs Blyden enter'd 
the room ; fhe received me with the utmoft 
politenefs, notwithstanding her trouble fat 
heavy on her countenance ; in her face was 
exprefs'd the height of diftrefs, and great 
refignation. In the afternoon came in two 
fprightly girls, and a handfome man, (upon 
my life he was) they were Sir John Hale's 
daughters and Captain Bryerton. Mifs Bly- 
den obligingly defir'd to introduce me to 
their acquaintance ; which they molt com- 
plaifantly receiv'd, and promi fed me the 
honour of a vifit on Friday ; and engaged me 

in 
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in their party for the play to morrow, and to 
court on Sunday ; how lucky is this for me! 
they are girls of fpirit, and, I am certain, 
we fhall be excellent companions. Egad ! 
that Bryerton's a charming fellow ! he runs 
much in my head. Mifs Blyden defires I 
will vifit her often ; and, really, it would 
give me pleafure to oblige her, but fhe de- 
jects me fo much. Compliments, as due 
from, 

Dear Mifs Lewis's 

obedient humble Servant, 

Anna Maria Rainsfori>. 

LETTER L. 

Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis. 

Grofvenor-ftreet. 

I Thank my dear Mifs Lewis for her kind 
letter : can Ihe pardon my not anfwering 
it as foon as fuch an obliging favour deferved ? 
but I have had a great deal to employ my 
thoughts, and am at this time very incapable 
of writing, my mind is fo diforder'd. I hope 
you have heard of my misfortunes, as I can- 
not 
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not attempt to relate them without ruffling 
irykil more than I can bear, and that I know 
would add to your concern, which I am fen- 
fible is already very great, if you are ac- 
quainted with my troubles 5 however, I will 
write, concluding, you know as much as I 
do : my aunt is very indulging to me, and 
Mr, Clavering mod extremely kind, quite 
the tendernels of an affectionate brother in 
every particular : he advifes me not to give 
way to immoderate grief, but fee a little com- 
pany, and go out lbmetimss, but not too 
much of either ; he makes me play at cards 
now and then, and is teaching me back- 
gammon, always ftudying to employ my 
thoughts without hurrying my fpirits. I 
wifh it was more in my power to entertain 
Mifs Rainsford, but fhe is too lively for me 
now •, but I have introduced her to fome 
young acquaintance, becaufe, I know Mrs. 
Burton, is a very grave, retired woman, for 
fuch a gay girl. How fhock'd my kind 
uncle will be to hear of my affliction! but I 
learn, he knew it before I did. What a pro- 
vidence it was for me his coming hither ; or, 
I mould, Oh ! dreadful to think of, been 
married ! before this unhappy, this terrible 
change had happen'd. What, or who, in this 
world can we depend on ? My dear Emma, 

I 
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I hope, I pray, you are ftill the fame ? You 
an't chang'd, I hope ? however, I am happy 
now ; for I can never again be furpriz'd, 
fhock'd, or frighted. I mall never more go 
to the Lodge, nor into any part of that 
country nor the next, nor the next to that j 
I never will leave the houfe I am now in. I 
muft not write any more at prefent, I find 
myfelf fatigued j and Mr. Clavering thinks 
I have wrote too long. My beft compli- 
ments to Mrs. and Mils Wellers, and all my 
love to you. I am, 

Tcur obliged, 

Louisa Blyden. 

LETTER LI. 

Mifs Rainsford to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Emma, St ' James's- ft reet. 

NOW I am alive, and in high fpirits, 
my chariot, my men, and all my fine 
cloaths, are come home ; my acquaintance 
vaftly increafed ; and I have been at court, 
at plays, and at operas, every morning in the 

Park 
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Park, and all things go clever. I was intro- 
duced to the royal family, the prince talked 
prodigioufly to me. I like plays better than 
operas i but as the latter is reckoned genteeleft, 
I go moft to them. I am more and more 
charm'd with Bryerton j we are always toge- 
ther, bur. I cannot learn what fortune he has, 
that I mould like to know. My aunt feems 
to take my flying about very patiently, only 
obferves , me is glad I don't live always at 
London, and let's me know me mall go early 
into the country this fpring; fo I muft make 
the better ufe of my time: I think I have 
broke off the evening prayers, as I make it a 
rule never to be at home at that time ; for the 
morning devotions I march down decently 
and orderly enough, as I cannot well refufe 
it; and as I am an early rifer, it is not much 
amifs ; for really one mould pray a little, but 
I cannot love fo much of it. There is going 
to be three grand fubfcription balls ; I hope 
I mall get tickets ; if I don't, how will I 
abufe Bryerton and Clavering ; egad, I'll 
fwear at them ; now don't frown and look 
crofs, Emma, becaufe I rattle ; for rattle I 
wili as long as I live ; and do no more harm 
when I've done, than your prim prudifh lady- 
foip, who, I'll be hang'd elfe, loves Har- 
Wood better than I do any man upon earth. I 

know 
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know you'll be angry if I fend this letter with- 
out mentioning Mil's Blyden and I can fay 
nothing of her but what muft give you pain 5 
for fhe is an object of diftrefs and melancho- 
ly • but as I have fo lately been thinking of 
love, cannot help obferving how fweet fhe 
looks on her coufin, and how often fhe calls 
on his name 5 and I think he perfectly idolizes 
her •, I never faw fo much admiration; I al- 
moft envy her, for he is really a charming 
fellow. I was vaftly furprifed yeflerday at 
Mils Blyden's, to find him and his mother 
in deep mourning; I learn it is for his wife, 
who died in Ireland about two months fince, 
and they have juft heard it. Poor Evanion 
has now acted his laft fcene in England : 
three days fince he headed fome rioters in 
pulling down a houfeof ill fame ; he narrow- 
ly efcaped being taken 5 but Mr. Clavering 
gave him a thoufand pounds, contrived his 
efcape, and begg'd him to go to fome very 
remote place, and in about a twelvemonth's 
time, write to him by a feign'd name •, they 
thought Mifs Blyden would have died when 
fhe heard this account ; me lay in fits for fe- 
veral hours, and has kept her chamber ever 
fince •, but I hear fhe is now rather more com- 
pofed than fhe has been fince this misfortune. 
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But. away with this melancholy, and Jet me 
prepare for the grand ball next Thurfday 
there will be fifteen hundred people at it j I 
wifli you was to be one of the company, alfo 
Mifs Wellers, Mifs Courtly, Sir Harry and 
young Courtly : I hear the 'fquire refides at 
Swinderby, and that the baronet has made 
you a vifit, fince which he has made propo- 
fals in form at Woodberry, but rejected on 
account of circumftances, he having but three 
hundred a year befides his commifiion ; you 
fee I know every tittle about you. I am in- 
vited to dine with Louifa to-morrow ; will 
give you account when I come home how 
(he does, which I know will pleafe you better 
than all my rattle; 

Farewell, Emma, fays 

Annama. Rainsfor 
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LETTER LI. 

Continuation of ■ Mifs Rainsford to Mifs 
Lewis at Mifs Wellers. 

„ . St. JamesVftreet. 

Dear Mifs Lewis, 

I ASK pardon for not anfwering your let- 
ter much fooner ; but really I have been 
fo much engaged lately, you cannot imagine 
how much i not one half hour to fpare, but 
that in the morning for prayers, and having 
a vaft deal to fay, I muft begin with abufing 
you, left I mould not have time or paper 
left Sufficient for that purpofe : you are a 
fpiteful little devil to fay I've no admirers, 
and a fibbing toad to fay you have been told 
fo-, for all that know me, know I have hun- 
dreds but no matter what you think, you 
country bumkin, quite a milk-maid to me ; 
I find you want to learn who I like mod ; 
that you never mall, Emma, I'll give you my 
word i not even when I am married •, for the 
man I like beft will never come to my fliare; 
and I lhall not make myfelf unhappy about 
that neither, loving grandeur belter than I 
love him-, I am determined on the firit 

man 
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man who will keep me a fet of horfes, and all 
things anfwerable thereto. I have an im- 
menfity to lay to you, and will not be at 
home to a prince till this letter is concluded. 
Since I wrote laft, I have had a fine fcolding- 
bout, and very near being fent into the coun- 
try in high difgrace : the poor lady, God blels 
her ! really thinks my virtue in danger! for 
thinking it neceflary to flay more at home, I 
muft needs invite about fix or eight young 
fparks to entertain me, who behaved fo wild 
and noify, that my aunt vow'd home, me 
would carry me, the next day, firmly believ- 
ing thofe people would hurry me to the devil 
in a moment j but I with great condefcenfion, 
and Teeming penitence, have got a reprieve, 
upon promifing to go out but four times a 
week, and only where fhe chufes ; it will be 
eafy to cheat her, you know. The day after 
I wrote to you, I dined with Mils Blyden, and 
in the evening, Mrs. Blyden, I, and an old 
captain Grant, went to the play, we fat in 
the Green Boxes ; for Mrs. Blyden is ib low 
fpirited, me can't bear to drefs ; feldom ap- 
pears at all in public, or comes down to any 
but particular people at home. I was horrid 
mad to go without a young fellow, and Co- 
vering ftaid to keep his coufin company till we 
returned : however, I chatted the time away 
G 2 
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merrily enough with two or three beaux, while 
Mrs. Blyden wetted as many handkerchiefs ; 
for it was a very deep tragedy. Within this 
lad month my Lord has whifpered love 
in my ear; lb may a dozen, you'll lay ; but 
to fpeak plain and boldly, as you are my 
friend, it was marriage hetalk'd of-, he has a 
very large eftate, and is tolera61y handlbme ; 
however, I prefer'd my other admirer Bryerton 
much before him ; therefore kept my Lord 
D in play, in hopes of Bryerton's de- 
claring himfelf ; and Thurfday's ball fix'd 
me. I'll tell you how it was •, I and Bryer- 
ton went in the Edgerly's party ; he was as 
clofe as my petticoat for two hours j heard me 
refufe fix or feven partners one of which was 
Lord D~ — and prefently a young fellow 
calPd to him, Frank, do you know Mifs 
Stephenfon's here? No, fays Frank, is (he! 
upon your life ! Yes, fays t'other, (he is ; and 
he left me like lightening, and in three mi- 
nutes was dancing with this Stephenfon. £o 
homely a pug I never faw •, but it feems fhe 
has twenty thoufand pounds: fo much for Bry- 
erton's love my God, how mad I was ! I could 
have kick'd with all my foul ; but I'll tell you 
how I ferv'd him £ now getting a partner was 
the difhculty, after refufing fo many j but I 
luckily found Lord D pouting in a cor- 
ner i I went moft gracioufly up to him, and 
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faid, is your lordfhip engaged with a partner ? 
He anfwer'd fternly, no madam. I then made 
a congee, and afk'd, if he could pardon my 
ficklenefs ; but when he did me the honour 
to afk me, I had fo violent a pain in my fide, 
that I thought more of going home than dan- 
cing but it was now fo much better, that all 
the happinefs I wifh'd for was the pleafure of 
dancing with him. He furlily faid, You had, 
madam, a great Bryerton by your fide, which 
the pretty Mifs Stephenfon I fee has removed 
however, I am your flave at all times, and 
led me gruffly to the dancing; where I was all 
good humour and pleafantnefs, infomuch, that 
he begg'd. me to go into the tea-room for a 
little private chat; I moft willingly confented, 
As we pafs'd, in a fnug corner, like turtle 
doves, fat Bryerton and his girl ; I colour 'd ; 
in truth, I could have cry'd for madnefs ; but 
conquer'd myfelf, and, with a great flirt, I 
brufh'd off the beaft's wig, and terribly tum- 
bled Stephenfon's hair ; Madam, fays I, I afk 
ten thoufand pardons : fhe look'd fower, and 
up flew Bryerton Madam! with a challeng- 
ing air, fays he. Sir, fays I (burfling with 
laughter) do you want fatisfaction, appoint 
your place, fword or piftol, which you pleafe! 
He look'd fury itfelf, fo much, that Lord 
D — . feem'd frighten'd, and laid, Dear Mr. 
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Bryerton, an intire accident, upon my ho- 
nour; but I muft not fee the lady affronted, 
and tell you, Sir, her affronts are mine. 
Quite compos'd, the Captain reply'd, I mean 
not to offend Mifs Rainsford ; and as (he has 
apologized to Mifs Stephenfon, I have done, 
and wifh your lordfhip much happinefs with 
the lady. We proceeded to the tea-room, 
and there my Lord again urged his fuit, and 
begg'd liberty to wait on my father with pro- 
pofals ; which I readily granted, and he fe- 
out next morning. I am inform'd all things 
goon fmoothly, and we expect him back the 
latter end of the week. Now, Emma, you 
know as much of my affairs as I do. My aunt 
is in great fpirits with the thoughts of this 
match ; he has clear nine thoufand pounds a 
year what a glorious found ! That rafcal 
Frank Bryerton has not four. I hope Ste- 
phenfon will baulk him j that would delight 
me. I am all impatience for Lord D — 's 
return I long to be buying wedding-cloaths; 
they fhall be taring fine. I beg, Emma, you'll 
not trouble me with Jemima's afflictions ; 
Louifa's are too much for me ; I am only 
made for joy. All my compliments attend 
you and the family where you are. I am, for 
a little while longer, your faithful 

Anna Ma. Rainsford. 

LET- 
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LET T E R LIU. 

Mr. Blyden to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs Wellers. 

Madam, 

INclos'd, you have a letter from my fori, 
whofe modefty would not fuffer him to ad- 
drefs you, even in writing, without introduc- 
tion, and begs me to open his cafe, and plead 
for him. You fee, my dear Mifs, the incon- 
venience of good-nature ; for we trouble you 
with all our difficulties : Mr. Clavering has 
unhappily taken a ftrong affection for Mifs 
Blyden : I call it unhappy, becaufe I fo much 
doubt its fuccefs ; and, without your kind af- 
fiftance, it muft remain unknown to my 
niece •, for neither I nor he have courage to 
mention it •, he having but two thoufand 
pound a year ; which is fo much inferior to 
her fortune, that the world would condemn 
me greatly for propofing it ; and if, through 
your means, this match fhould be effected, I 
am certain of general cenfure : however, my 
confcience will acquit me of any wrong thing, 
as my only reafon for urging this iuit is, that 
I know him to be a man of true merit, and in- 
tirely calculated to make her happy. All my 
G 4 defires 
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defires center in that wilh : if fhe does not 
approve my fon, I wifh to know Tome man fhe 
could prefer ; for I really think her happinefs 
and my character depends on her marrying, 
as this late difappointment fets too heavy on 
her fpirits, and the world will think I have 
interefted views in keeping her fingle j there- 
fore moft earneftly intreat you will endeavour 
to learn who it is fhe could chufe for a huf- 
band ; I will engage fhe fhall command the 
man, whoever it may be. 

Jam, Madam, 

with the great eft refpeft, 

Tour moft obedient Servant 

Isaac Blyden^ 



LET- 
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LETTER LIV, 

Mr. Clavering to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs WellersV. 

Madam, Bond-ftreet. 

Concluding Mr. Blyden has introduced 
the occafion of my addrefling you in 
this manner, mall trouble you only with a 
few words, after begging ten thou fan d par- 
dpnsfor taking the liberty of afking a favour, 
which nothingbut your exceeding good-nature 
entitles me to do, and that I hope will induce 
you to forgive and endeavour to ferve one, 
whofe happinefs, I firmly believe, is only in 
your power to obtain. Should you be kind 
enough to undertake my caufe, and fortunate 
enough to fucceed, the whole ftudy of my life 
fhali be to make Mils Blyden happy, which, 
I am certain, Mifs Lewis will eflcem the 
beft return I can make to her goodnefs. If I 
prove unfuccefsful, the remainder of a refer- 
able lite fhall be fpent in prayers for your hap- 
pinefs, and for cutting more the days of him> 
who is, with all reverence, 
Tour moft humble, 

and obedient Servant, 

George Clavering, 
G 5 
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LETTER LV. 

Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis, at 
Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Mijs Lewis, 

SOME time ago I defired Mifs Rainsford, 
(and I hope Ihe did) to inform you, that 
by the advice of the doctor, and defire of my 
aunt and Mr. Clavering, I refrain'd from 
writing, which we found was too much for 
my hurried fpirits. Thank God I am infi- 
nitely better than I was, that is, much more 
compofed, tho' ftill very ill in body, but hope 
I am now well enough to return all the thanks 
that is due for your obliging and affectionate 
letter. How kind it was not to dwell on 
a fubject, which I find, you are fenfible fills 
me with melancholy reflections. On the re- 
ceipt of your favour, I took the firft oppor- 
tunity of telling Mr. Clavering (in the gen- 
teeleft manner I could) that it was my fix'd 
determination never to marry, but fpend the 
fmall remainder of my days in the happieft 
and mod compofed manner poffible \ for that 
my fpirits were fo wounded, I never fhould 
recover them, and am very fenfible, my death 

is 
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is much nearer than any body imagines. As 
to marrying for my uncle's credit^ I never 
fhall confent, tho* I would do almoft any 
thing elfe to oblige him-, but, I am convin- 
ced, he is fo good a man, the world can ne- 
ver cenfure him. I am lure, there is nobody 
fo fcon as himfelf that I mould wifh to heir 
my eftate, after fome legacies of friendship 
that I intend leaving. Indeed, that I have 
left for my will, is to be figned and fealcd 
this day. 

I fuppofe, you know, Mifs Rainsford 

is going to marry Lord D * it is a 

prodigious match for her ; I am very glad of 
it for me is fo delighted with the thoughts of 
ali her grandeur, and fhe is really a good-na- 
tur'd obliging creature, and comes and goes 
juft as I am difpofed : She diverts me very 
much fometimes, and fometimes fhe is too 
much for my poor fpirits ; then I fend her 
away. I have been confulted valtly about 
her cloaths * fhe honours me with a high opi- 
nion of my fancy all things are in prodigious 
forwardnels •, the wedding will be Thurfday 
fortnight, I fancy : I am invited, but have 
not the leaft thoughts of going ; for was my 
health fu i cient, my fpirits are much too low 
for fuch joyous occafions. I go no where but 
to church and fometimes Mr. Clavering 
forces me to air in Hyde- Park. As to my 
G 6 aunt, 
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aunt, fhe is worfe than me, for going out, or 
feeing company. My uncle preffes me greatly 
to return home ; but that I never will on any 
account, it would only be to fpend my few 
remaining days in. greater mifery. My dear 
Emma, I beg you will never mention to me 
any perfon or thing relating to any part of 
Devonfhire, Woodberry only excepted. Write 
to me continually, and do not wait letter 
for letter, as I am fometimes not able to take 
a pen in hand for feveral days. My belt re- 
gards await yourfelf and Mifs Wellers, and 
I remain, 

Bear Mifs Lewis's 

Sincere and affectionate 

Louisa Blyden. 



LETTER LVI. 

Mifs Rainsford to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs Wellers. 

Dear Emma, 

MY Lord return'd as expefted, and all 
things fettled to every one's fatisfac- 
tion : and now all neceffary preparations are 

in 
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in furprizing forwardnefs, fo much, that 
Thurfday fe'nnight is the appointed day ; 
and believe me, it makes me a little grave : 
upon my word Pm melancholy ; but when all 
the fine things rufh into my head, I'm all joy 
again : but, my dear, as you are my very good 
friend, I muft clear up what will otherwife 
make you wonder ; which is, how fo great a 
wedding could be fo fpeedily equipt: it is 
thus, The very good Lord, who is entering 
the marriage ftate with me, was on the brink 
of it with another lady of great fortune, 
about four months ago : and was for fome 
reafon (I care not what) broke off; therefore, 
the fame fine things (without affront) may 
ferve a woman with twelve thoufand, that 
was intended for a lady with thirty. I am to 
have the moft expenfive chariot and fedan in 
London ; a pair of Flander's mares, and 
four footmen : my Lord's chariot is a 
very fine one, with a pair of pye- balds, and 
two footmen, filver laced liveries : my dia- 
monds are remarkably fine, a large pair of 
ear-rings, hair fprig, necklace and ftomacher, 
compleat ; all my own diamonds I mall fend 
to my filler. I have a large pearl necklace, 
each bead as big a pea j a moco ftone watch 
and equipage, with my Lord's picture fet in 
diamonds j an four exceffive fine rings : 
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Now for my cloaths : About ten days ago, 
my aunt fent for me into her clofet ; fhe be- 
gan with Anna Ma. you are mighty private 
in all your affairs : I fuppofe, you think me 
an old woman, and not capable of choofing 
wedding cloaths ? I anfwered, My dear ma- 
dam, I thought you did not like to be trou- 
bled about fuch trifles. My dear, replied me, 
I do not think cloaths for this occafion is a 
trifle : for, I think, you ought to appear fine; 
and, I fear, whether your finances will hold 
out i for you have been very extravagant. I 
was happy to find her in a good humour ; 
and faid, with chearfulnefs, That as I had 
great variety of new cloaths, I mould buy 
but very little on this occafion. She imme- 
diately went to her cabinet, and after fumb- 
ling for fome time, gave me a parcel of pa- 
per, and faid, There my dear, is my opinion; 
now pleafe yourfelf, and I (hall be happy. I 
thank'd her abundantly, imagining, I was 
to take it as a favour ; but knew not what it 
was, till I made my efcape up flairs, where I 
found it to be eight hundred in bank notes. 
Ye gods! how happy I was! I flew to the 
mercers, and bought a gold ground, fiow- 
er'd with red, green, and filver : a pink tab- 
bey, cover'd with the richeft point de-fpan : 
a white and gold j and a white and filver, 

which 
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which I am to be married in : I gave one 
hundred pound for a fuit of point ; have 
bought two fuits of Bruffels, a fuit of Mech- 
lin; and my wedding night cap and fhift, 
contains twenty yards of point, at twenty 
fhillings a yard. Of the wedding-day, my 
Lord, and his mother, are to fetch me and 
my aunt in the Dowager's coach to the houfe, 
where we dine with all his Lordihip's rela- 
tions •, in the evening, we all go to fupper at 
my Lord's houfe in Grofvenor Square, and 
at eleven at night we are to be married ; till 
after which time, you'll hear no more of me, 
as every day is engag'd in being introduced to 
his relations, who are all to make their enter- 
tainments before the wedding-, for the day 
after we go into the country for a week ; then 
return, and to court, &c. &c. &c. 

/ am, yours, &c. &c. 

Annama. Rainsford. 
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LETTER LVII. 
Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis at Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Mifs Lewis, Grofveuor-ftreet. 

I AM defired by Mifs Rainsford, to give 
you the particulars of her marriage, 
which, I do allure you, is rather extraordi- 
nary ; me furprized me, who knew more of 
it than any body elfe. Intends writing very 
foon herfelf, but did not choofe to be the firil 
meflenger : I do believe at prefent, me is the 
happieft mortal breathing, and I hope, will 
continue fo for her huflband is a very ac- 
complifh'd, and (I think) a worthy good 
man, tho' not the lord you imagine ; for to 
the amazement of every one, fhe married 
Mr. Clavering, my coufin Clavering ! J a ft 
Thurfday night at our lodgings, and went 
home with him about twelve o'clock. You 
mall now know ail I do about this odd affair: 
Laft Monday morning me was with me be- 
fore I was up, look'd very melancholy, and 
hardly fpoke till after breakfaft, that the fer- 
vant quitted the room. I took notice of her 
dullnefs, and afk'd if there was any particular 

reafon : 
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reafon : I fear, fays (he, I am going to do 
a very foolifti thing ; indeed I muft ; for it is 
too far gone to retract now. I hope, fays I, 
you have no reafon to alter your opinion of 

L or d D . She faid, Her opinion of 

him was juft the fame, and fo was her affec- 
tion ; for that me never liked him, but was 
dazzled with his title and fortune : and now, 
to her misfortune, found all that was infuffi- 
cient to make her happy ; and did fhe marry 
him, muft infallibly be miferable : but thought 
me never could mow her face after ufing him 
fo bafely ; for that every thing was fixt, and 
Thurfday was the appointed day. I was 
forry (I faid) fhe had carried things fo far -, 
but it was ufing him much more honeftly to 
put it off, even now r , than marrying a man 
to make him miferable. But, fays me, I 
mall be miferable, a miferable creature, if I 
don't marry him. Then, faid I, Mifs Rains- 
ford, what can be done, if you muft be mi- 
ferable either way ? however, marry not my 
lord for the univerfe s if you can't love him ; 
for that will be very great folly. Why, fays 
fhe, How crofs and unfortunate it is, that a 
man mould like me, whofe love I cannot re- 
turn j and bitterly fhe figh'd, and turn'd pale, 
I was really frighted. Why, I thought, fays 
I, your fpirits was fo high, that no-body's 

mis- 
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misfortunes much affected you. I was once 
fuch a brute, anfwer'd me, and figh'd again 
terribly. I am forry to lee you fo low, I laid, 
but for heaven's fake, don't marry Lord 

D , you'll foon overcome the trouble, I 

hope. She fat two hours after this, without 
fpeaking three words. I was very ill, and 
melancholy, and we feem'd more fuitable 
companions than ever we had been before. 
At laft, with a faint and trembling voice, 
fhe afk'd, If I thought Mr. Clavering would 
ever marry. I anfwer'd, I hoped he would, 
as I thought him qualified to make an excel- 
lent hufband. Is it true, fays fhe, that you 
have refufed him. Very true, fays I, for I 
would not marry a Prince. She then rofe to 
go; I perfuaded her to ftay dinner, but fhe 
hurried away in great confufion. On reflect- 
ing on what had pafs'd, I thought it appear'd 
clearly Ihe liked Mr. Clavering : 1 immedi- 
ately waited on my aunt, to confult her how 
the match might be brought about ; fhe 
much approved it, and lent directly for my 
coufin, as no time could be loft ; for, 1 
plainly faw, nothing but the certainty of Mr. 
Clavering, would induce her to quit my 
Lord's dazzling grandeur. When my coufin 
came, I left mother and fon to confult pro- 
per meafures, and retired to my room my 

aunt 
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aunt came to me prefently, and after fome 
neceffary compliments on the occafion, laid, 
Mr. Clavering approved of it fo much, that 
he had fent for liberty to wait on her at any 
hour mod agreeable to her : before we had 
done fpeaking an anfwer came, defiring he 
would come immediately, as (he was engag'd 
all that afternoon, and feveral days to come : 
it was juft our dinner-time ; but I perfuaded 
him to faft for once, as I well knew Lord 

D would be with her before five; about 

which time, Mr. Clavering returned, and in- 
form'd us all was fettled. I directly fent to 
invite her to breakfaft with me next morn- 
ing, agreeable to which fhe very oblig- 
ingly came : a countenance fo full of joy and 
fhame I never faw ; me thank'd me abun- 
dantly. I then enquired, what me had done 
in refpect to Lord D — ; me faid, Nothing 
yet ; me really wanted refolution. I hinted, 
that Thurfday drew very near. She would 
have put the difagreeable office upon me; 
but, I begg'd to be excus'd. She left me, 
vaftly embarraffed with her two lovers •, but I 
did not greatly pity her, knowing Ihe had (pi- 
nts fufficient for any undertaking. On Wed- 
nefday night, Mr. Clavering defir'd I would 
invite her to fpend the next day with me, as 
it muft be an aukward one to her ; that be- 
ing 
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ing the day fixe for the wedding. I dircclly 
fent ; fhe came to us pretty early, dreft in 
her bridal fait of white and filyer, and all 
things fuitable to it. She faw I was furpriz'd, 
and merrily faid, This is in honour of my 
wedding-day. I knew her to be fo odd a 
girl, that I haftily faid, I hope you have not 
married Lord D — - this morning? No, thank 
God, fhe anfwer'd with a moft joyous coun- 
teance, I unmarried him yefterday : how to 
do it, puzzled me exceedingly : at laft, I 
thought the genteeleft way was to wait on 
him ; or to fay the truth, I fear'd he might 
fly in a pafiion, and my aunt might hear 
him. Why, have you not told Mrs. Burton 
of it, faid I ? O ! my God, fays fhe, I can't 
have the face to tell any body ! About five 
minutes before dinner, in came Mr. Cj&ver- 
ing, as fine as a Prince, quite out of mourn- 
ing. I flared at him, and he coloured excef- 
fively. After we had dined, he defired to 
fpeak with me in the dining room ; we went 
up ftairs, where he tegg'd, I would give him 
and Mifs Rainsford leave to be married at 
my houfe that evening. With all my heart, 
I faid, but was furprized at it's being fo foon. 
He urg'd, that it would fave a great deal of 
tiouble and confufion for, that one wonder 
would now ferve for her not marrying Lord 

D— , 
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D- — , and marrying him : and mould her 
friends know any thing of it, they would 
moft probably interfere in favour of his Lord- 
(hip; and all things being maturely confi- 
der'd, they jjdg'd it quite right to do it thus 
fuddenly. Very maturely confider'd, indeed, 
thought I, to put 01T one match, and con- 
clude another in three days ! but I had no 
obje&ion, if they had none ; fo down to 
the parlour we went. My aunt was next in- 
form'd, and all points fettled. I was con- 
cern'd their wedding entertainment was only 
a family dinner; but endeavour'd to make a- 
mends at fupper, by ordering the houfekeeper 
to do all in her power upon fo fhort notice. 
About five o'clock, .Captain Bland dropt in, 
by appointment, I fuppofe, for father in the 
ceremony. At fix came the clergyman ; we 
drank tea, and married my friends about 
eight : after which, I defired, they would 
fend a handfome meflage to Mrs. Burton ; 
they inftantly did, defiring permiffion to pay 
their duty that night, or the next morning. 
Her anfwer was, Not to dare to attempt fee- 
ing her face as long as they lived. This 
made the bride look grave ; but me foon re- 
covered her fpirits. As I thought. this would 
make a prodigious noife in town, I advifed 
their taking a trip to Paris, till it was blown 
1 over 
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over: but Mr. Clavering faid, His affairs 
would not permit. I then begg'd them, to 
go down to the Lodge, and vifit my uncle ; 
for, I thought, me could not with any de- 
cency appear in publick. This they agreed 
to, and let out about twelve the next day : I 
breakfafted with them, when fhe defired me 
to give you an account of this affair, in con- 
fidence of your fecrecy. I promifed writing 
to you as foon as fhe arrived at the Lodge. 
I am fatigued with the enormous length of 
this letter-, and beg, you'll excufe all cere- 
mony, from, 

Tour affectionate, 

Louisa Blyden. 

LETTER Lf lit, 

Mrs. Clavering to Mi f 5 LevVis at 
Mijs Wellers. 

Dear Emma, Blyden-Lodge. 

Concluding you know all things relating 
to my wedding, I fhall write, as if I 
had been married thefe twenty years : I wifh 
to God, that you and Wellers, and all you 

girls 
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girls was married : thank Heaven, I am, and 
to a man, that I love and like ; and one, who 
loves grandeur and riot, as well as I do my- 
felf. The night before I fet out (I won't fay 
the night I was married for the world) we 
fupp'd with Mils Blyden, and had the molt 
elegant entertainment I ever faw. I can't 
help loving that foolifh little toad, tho' me 
has vowed eternal lamentation and weeping 
for her love. Do you know, I travelled all 
Friday night, becaufe I would not pals by 
Bingfield by day-light, for fear of feeing my 
Father, who, I know, will never forgive me. 
We dined at the Lodge a Saturday, where 
Mr. Blyden received us with the greateft af- 
fection and politenefs. I live here like a 
Princefs, in grandeur, and much happier, I 
dare believe: How can Mifs Blyden be fo 
filly, to forfake this charming place? my Fa- 
ther intends to perfnade her to go to Bath : I 
hope, fhe will ; if me does, I'll meet her 
there, that is, if Clavering will let me ; for 
he is confounded whimfical : but old Dad 
Blyden always takes my part ; fo hope, I 
ftiall manage him. He wants me to go to 
Ireland; but I won't; Egad! I won't: I am 
in tip- top fpirits, with the thoughts of three 
alTemblies we are going to have ; where, I 
hope, to fee Sir Harry. I hear his regiment 

is 
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is going from this part of the country ; mall 
hope, Mrs. Lewis will fend for you home, 
when he is gone ; for company is all 1 want 
at prefent: I fhall vifit you moft violently, 
when I get you here. Old Evanion is ex- 
tremely ill • 'tis thought he'll die foon : he 
has never - recovered the lofs of his nephew. 
I am rejoiced, he found out Burman's wick- 
ednefs, who, is not only turned out of his 
place, but drove out of the country: and 
Mr. .Blyden has undertaken to get his eftate 
in order: it's amazing, how much he has 
done to both the eftates-, and what good he 
does in the country, tho' none of the tenants 
love him. Mr. Evanion is not eafy a mo- 
ment without Mr. Blyden; and, really, the 
melancholy fcene overcomes him ; it is too 
much for his fpirits : I wifh he was better, or 
dead ; for, I hate all thefe dulnefTes. How- 
ever, Clavering and I gallop about, and vifit 
the neighbours : we mall very foon beat up 
their quarters at Woodberry, and put your 
old women in a fufs : Egad ! I'll plague 
them finely about Harwood ; we expecl: him 
here every moment, he is to dine with us to 
day. I muft drefs for dinner ; therefore, can 
add nothing more, than mine and Clavering's 
compliments to you and your friends- Write 
me much about Wellers and young Courtly, 

but 



JEMIMA and LOUISA, 
but fay nothing of the melancholies : Pray 
does that girl Wellers, yet know (lie's over 
head and ears in love with Courtly ? I am, 

Tour moft obedient y 

Annama. Clavering. 



P. S. Sir Harry's juft left us, and I have 
fomething to tell you will make your heart 
leap, and your very ears glow. He beg'd 
me to prevail on you to keep yourfelf difen- 
gaged to-morrow fe'nnight, for he mould 
certainly fpend that day at Swinderby; and I 
can affure you the journey is purpofely to fee 
you. Poor girls, how I pity ye, ye Courtiv's 
ye Lewis's, ye Wellers's, and all the langui/h- 
mg tribe : had ye half my refolution and 
fpints, you would be as mad and as gay a, 
myfclf. Once more, I fay adieu, and one 
more, write the dearly beloved name of, 

Tour mofi devoted* 

Annama. Clavsring- 



LET- 
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LETTER LIX. 

Mifs Blyden to Mifs Lewis at 
Mifs Wellers'/. 

_ . Grofvenor-ftreet. 

Dear Mifs Lewis, 

I HOPE, long before this, Mrs. Clavering 
has perform'd her promife, and wrote to 
you. I find my uncle likes her extremely, 
and is much pleafed with the match. Both 
he and my Coufin have offer'd to wait on Mr. 
Rainsford,buthewill not on any terms hear of 
a reconciliation. She is a good-natured engaging 
creature, but fo wild and mad headed : She 
is a lucky girl to have fallen into a family of 
honour, and to have met with a man of fortune. 
My uncle urges fo kindly my going to Bath, 
that I cannot poffibly refufe it, tho' I am cer- 
tain, neither waters nor medicines can be of 
any fervice to me 5 yet to oblige my friends, 
I have fuffered a phyfician to attend me for 
feveral weeks, but my aunt is now fo far ot 
my opinion, that Ihe preffes it no more, and 
has agreed to my difcharging him. My uncle 
has got a friend to take me a houfe at 
Bath j for my fpirits would not bear a lodging* 
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as I do not intend ever appearing in public, 
our fervants, except my aunt's woman and 
chambermaid, and two footmen, fet out to- 
morrow fe'nnight, and we fet out two days 
after. I fhall invite Mrs. Clavering to come 
to me, as I know me will be in her element ac 
fuch a gay place. I mall then recommend 
him to think of fettling in fome place, for 
pofiibly they may neither of them think of a 
houfe, till their family is juft on the point of 
increafing, nor then neither perhaps, for they 
are a very inconfiderate couple. Next poft I 
purpofe writing, to beg Mrs. Lewis will give 
you leave to come to me at the Bath, trufting 
it will not be difagreeable to you. I greatly 
fear her denial, for my uncle's letter this 
morning informed me, he had been at Wood- 
berry, and found your mother fending the 
chariot and old governefs, to fetch you home 
without any notice. She being extremely 
uneafy at Sir Harry Harwood's abfence, who 
fee heard was gone into Cambridgemire, near 
Mrs. Wellers's i and that the regiment was 
Very f 00n to go fyjite away, and no body 
knew where : I hope her fears are unne- 
cessary, becaufe he is rather too expenfive a 
man, though not addi&ed to any vice ; and 
aftually has but two hundred a year be fides 
his commiflion. A poor baronet Emma, is 
H 2 ver 
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very bad thing-, then what is ftiil worfe 1 
think, is, Mrs. Lewis's unreafonable diflike 
■to him : and your being her only child, mull 
rrake it an unhappy match to all parties. I 
fnall fend this letter to Swinderby, as I know 
Mifs Wellers will fend it you if you mould be 
gone, which I fear mull be the cafe.^ My 
beft affections attend you. And I fubfenbe, 

My dear Mifs Lewis's 

mojl obliged and obedient , 

Louisa Blyden. 



i 



LETTER LX. 

Mrs. Clavering to Mifs Lewis, at 
Mifs Wellers'j. 

HAVE ten thoufand things to fay to my 
. dear Mifs Lewis, what fhall I begin with? 
Oh I old Evanion is dead, he died yefterday 
morning, and has left Mr. Blyden all to 
Xte- he delivered his will in pretence ot 
feme of the moft material of his neigh- 
bours, declaring himfclf thoroughly fa 
fied with the difuofal of h,s fortune the re 
fore it can't be difputed. We had three 
affemblies laft week, I wore my fineft fij 
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and immenfely fine I look'd ; I danced each 
night with the Duke of K — — | and began the 
balls with him. He's acharming man, has been 
ever fince with us at the. lodge, went away 
this morning 5 he has engaged me to dance w ith 
him next aflemblies, for he has fettled to have 
three every month. When I was drefs'd, egad, 
I long'd for Lord D— 's Diamonds, how mad 
I was to part with them, after .having tried 
them on, pranced about the room, and 
looked myfelf a thoufand times in the glafs. 
By gad I look'd charmingly ; however I have 
got a charmer in their room, but a very devil, 
my dear, to manage. He is as obftinate as a 
hog, we have many a brum, but I'll never 
give up my humour to any man upon earth ; 
1 married him to pleafe myfelf, and I'll 
manage him for the fame reafon, by my 
bonnet 1 will. Lord blefs me ! now I think 
of it I hear you are coming, or come home •, 
however I'll fend, this letter to the Abbey, 
and let them pack it back again if you are 
gone. I learn the Woodberry old dame fends 
for you home, for fear of Harry, why don't 
you cure her fears and the world's curiofity, 
by marrying the man, nothing like it ? Emma, 
marry him, take my advice and you'll thank 
me. How mad the noble tribe of Bingfield 
park will be to hear of my fine cloaths, my 
H 3 charmer 
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charmer Clavering, and the honours I received 
at the balls. Now Til teil you fomething I 
have contrived ; all muft allow my coufin 
Louifa has money enough then why fhould 
not my good father in law Blyden leave us old 
Evanion's eflate, and let us live there, while 
he lives ? that I fhould like prodigioufly. I 
fhall fly to Woodberry, and rattle your old 
woman the moment I hear you are come 
home. I hunt three mornings a week ; Cla- 
vering has bought me a very fine horfe ; well 
he is a good creature, that's true ; but not the 
obedient Have he was to Mils Blyden •, there 
is fomething vaflly unaccountable in that girl ! 
for though fhe is good-natur'd, affable, and 
not exquifitely handfome, yet every body 
Hands in awe of her ! her uncle is vaftly un- 
happy about her health he thinks her in a 
dangerous way now I don't. I do think (he 
is more humourfome than fick ; I would lay 
my life fhe'll marry, though every body be- 
lieves Hie wont-, only think of n:e when you 
hear flie's as gay as a bird at Bath ; for its ini- 
poffible flic can grieve much longer for one 
man. The fweet creature has invited me to 
Bath how kind it is, egad I'll go and rout 
her about, and myfelf to, I'll enjoy the place 
I am determin'd \ for as, I have made my for- 
tune, I don't value my behaviour ; I'll laugh 

with 
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with the young men, laugh at the o]d ones, 
and defpife all prudes. I know mother Lewis 
won't give you leave to go : but now, my 
dear little angel, for once take my advice, 
marry Harwood, and keep your wedding with 
us at Bath •, nothing fo high as to furprife 
people with a fudden marriage. I conclude. 

Dear Mifs Lewis'* 

moji affectionate, 

Annama. CLAVERINv,, 

LETTER LXI. 
Mfs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

Dear Mifs Wellers, Woodberry. 

I KNOW you hate repetitions, therefore 
will not trouble good Mrs. Wellers or you 
with any more thanks for the innumerable fa- 
vours conferr'd on me at Swinderby. I got 
home yefterday to dinner, and was joyfully 
received, till they held a private conference 
with madam Swaffam, and then all was turn'd 
four i for that old lady and I quarrel'd the 
whole journey : me has really told (lories to 
H 4 mj 
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my mother and aunt, moil abominable ones- 
1*11 tell you all about it : The morning I left 
the abbey, while I was drefiing, me faid fhe 
muft fearch my pockets, and accordingly made 
iiich an attempt j I was in a great paffion, 
and gave her a violent pufh, which I believe 
fprain'd her ancle, and was very near throw- 
ing her down ; now, flie fays, I box'd her ears 
twenty times, and beat her with the bellows j 
upon my word I never thought of any fuch 
thing : then at night the coachman drove to a 
wrong inn, fhe call'd to him to go right, but 
the more me call'd the fafter he drove, till 
we got to Sir Harry Harwood*s quarters : 
and (he tells at home, that as fhe bid the man 
drive to the ftar, out at one window, I bid 
him out of the other, drive to the crown. I 
really did not know what inn Sir Harry was 
quartered at. The next misfortune was, my 
treading on her gown as (he was alighting, 
and down (he roll'd, hurt herfelf dreadfully, 
and was carried directly to bed. I fent for a 
furgeon and a nurle, and thought I behaved 
very well, but becaufe I did not fit in the room 
with her, fhe faid I purpofely flung her out 
of the chariot, and fat up all night with Sir 
Harry. I muft confefs me was fo crofs, that 
I faw very little of her, till we fat out again j 
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we were obliged on her account to ftay a day 
and a half at the inn : fhe groan'd and call'd 
me her murderer all the way home, but was 
well enough to lock me up the next night : 
to convince, her, me mould not confine me, 
I took the lock off in lefs than ten minutes, 
that cured her of locking all the reft of the 
way ; and we grumbled, groan'd and quar- 
rei'd home, without any material adventure. 
The old woman's lies put my mother and 
aunt in fuch a paffion, that I don't know 
what would have been the confequence, if 
luckily good Lady Hetchmore and Sir Hugh 
had not come in this morning * the young 
gentleman was quite in my party ; but the 
kind and confederate interpofition of the old 
lady, quite reconciled us, on my prom if! tig 
not to defire to go any where, but to Lady 
Hetchmore's which I readily did, as we have 
no other neighbours I much care for. This pri- 
vilege I fhould not have had, but my Lady 
infifted on my going to her houfe, and any 
where me chofe to take me. I hope you will 
write to me very frequently, for my fpirifs 
want fupport. This moment I have a mefTage 
from Mrs. Clavering, fhe comes to me to- 
morrow, I mall be merry then I am certain, 
for fhe is a droll creature, I believe you know 
H 5 it, 
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it. Be affared, my dear Fanny, that I am, 

faithfully yours, 

Emma Maria Lewis. 

LETTER LXII. 
Mifi Lewis to Mifs Welle rs. 

Dear Mifs Wellers, 

YO U muft have heard of my misfortune ; 
the whole world muft know the lofs I 
have fuftained ! fu rely I now am miferable, 
never to be happy more ! She's dead ! my 
Louifa's dead ! but how no creature knows ! 
for the morning, the unhappy morning they 
were to fet out for Bath, (he was found lifelefs 
in her bed ! You, I know, will fympathize in 
my grief : Can my lofs ever be repaired ? fa 
kind ! fo fenfible a friend and neighbour ! fo 
good to all the world ! This is indeed a coun- 
try of tears poor Mr. Blyden is inconfolable, 
and Mr. Clavering in the utmoft concern ; 
they fet out yefterday for London, and Mrs. 
Clavering has flown to me, quite in defpair ! 
her grief knows no moderation ! (he is like a 
mad woman, and almoft diftra&s me, who 
want no addition to my trouble. The poor 
. fervants 
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fervants that were going to Bath ,. are come 
home in the greateft affliction, and are much 
troubled that Mr. Blyden's gentleman would 
not let them return to fee the remains of their 
dear Lady 5 and Mr. Blyden, ( who is kind to 
every body) is fo concern'd they were not per- 
mitted to go back, that he has given them 
leave to return and attend her corpfe down ; 
which is vaft fatisfactiori to the poor creatures. 
All thefe little particulars Mrs. Clavering will 
tell me, and I am too well pleafed with in- 
dulging my forrow to prevent her, and the 
fame reafon makes me tranfmit it to you. My 
dear Fanny, I never mall recover this ftroke ? 
it is a blow fo fevere ! but why mould I be fo 
wicked to repine ? why do I upbraid the Al- 
mighty by my unreafonable grief ? Why 
fhould I wifti to match from heaven a faint, 
who has fo long been prepared for thofe blifs- 
ful regions ? one whofe afflictions had worn out 
a declined frame, much too tender for this 
turbulent world. One who had been tried in 
a fea of adverfity, and fubmitted to the divine 
will, with a truly chriftian fpirit 1 and yet I 
would contend with God, and match her from 
him ! Would bring this glorified angel, back 
to her frail mortality and woes. Oh ! my 
Louifa, how wicked I am 1 how barbarpus I 
H 6 would 
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would be to you, my beft and tendereft friend! 
Can you be fenfible of my folly, and regard me 
with apityingeye? Oh! that you might be per- 
mitted to be my guardian angel : How care- 
fully mould I be attended. Oh ! my Louifa 
thou bleffed fpirit ! thou happy angel! pro- 
tect me from every ftep of wickednels •, lead 
me through the paths that thou haft trodden, 
that I may follow thee : Oh ! guard me 
through the day, and guide my deeping 
fancy to dream of thee ! My dear Mifs Wel- 
ters I never knew forrow till this, nor ever can 
be fenfible of any greater. Oh ! fend me 
fome comfort ; but it is impofilble ; you can- 
not reftore my Louifa, fhe is gone for ever, 
and with her all my earthly happinefs ! How 
terrible is death ! and how little thought of, 
till he vifits us ? I knew the infirm ftate of 
Louifa's health, but never dreamt of death's 
invading fo fweet a form but what is beauty ? 
what is merit ? what are riches ? they cannot 
fave us from the grave, or Louifa had not 
died ; but could her worth have been re- 
warded in this life ? Oh ! no, to make her 
truly happy, all behind is truly miferable. I 
muft fubmit, it is the will of heaven, and the 
only reward of her great patience and fufTer- 
ings. I will trouble you no longer with my 

melancholy 



JEMIMA and LOUISA. 157 
melancholy thoughts, which are the fame over 
and over again but I have no other friend to 
fympathize with me, and take me in every 
humour, as I know your good nature always 
does : With that comfortable dependence, I 
fubfcribe, 

Tour obliged bumble Servant, 
and affectionate friend, 

Emma Maria Lewis. 

LETTER LXIII. 

Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Fanny, 

THE happieft moments I know are when 
I am writing to you, and my only com- 
fort communicating my forrows ; therefore I 
hope you will give me leave to relate the 
laft doleful fcene of my dear Mifs Blyden : 
The honours paid her remains, quite over- 
come me with pleafing melancholy •, all her 
houfhold went to London to attend the corpfe, 
and that good Mr. and Mrs..;Blyden, and 
Mr. Clavering attended alfo •, me lay in ftate 

at 
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at London two days, then fet out with twelv e 
coaches and fix, in the greateft funeral pomp 
that is pofiible ; two clergymen firft, then 
the hearfe, a ftate coach, Mr. and Mrs. 
Blyden the next, after them Mr. Clavering 
and a Coufin of Mifs Blyden's, who is heir 
after her uncle ; all the reft fill'd with fer- 
vants j and fifty horfemen ; fhe lay in ftate 
three nights at the lodge before her interment, 
the whole houfe was open, and hung with 
mourning, the family being at Evanion 
mount; The Blyden eftate has feveral hun- 
dred tenants, the chief of which met their 
Lady 20 miles from the lodge ; a more mag. 
nificent funeral never was known, except for 
a prince ; nor ever any creature fo much la- 
mented and with fo much reafon. Her ears 
were ever open to the complaints of the dif- 
treffed, and her heart and purfe to their relief. 
I fuppofe you have heard fhe has left Mifs 
Jemima Courtly, five hundred pounds, only 
from hearing me fay how worthy fhe was, and 
how cruelly treatly by her relations : She has 
alfo been fo kind as to leave me the fame fum, 
and two guineas a piece to all her tenants, five 
to her lower fervants, ten to the upper ones, 
and fifty to her own maid, and Anthony 
Plain, who I fear was a villain, though fhe 
could never believe it. Mrs. Clavering goes 

home 
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home to-morrow, but is fo kind to promife 
me frequent vifits. How I mail fupport my 
fpirits when fhe is gone, diltreffes me, as I 
have not one creature to fpeak to, except my 
mother and aunt : Indeed Fanny I am a 
miferable wretch can't you come to me ? 
You never Can do a higher aft of charity and 
companion ; but I know its impoffible, there- 
fore will not flatter myfelf with falfe hopes; 
I muft obey a difagreeable fummons to din- 
ner, and, contrary to my inclinations, take 
leave of my dear Mifs Wellers, who I hope 
will believe me to be her 



Very obedient, 

and affectionate Friend^ 
Emma Maria Lewis} 



iWISi 
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LETTER LXIV. 

Mifs Lewis to Mifs Welle rs. 

Dear Mifs IVellers, Upper- Wood berry. 

IH AV E received three kind letters from 
you, and now return a thoufand thanks. 
I beg'd Madam Swaffam to let you know I 
was too ill to attempt writing; but fear by 
your laft favour, fhe was fo ill-natured as to 
deceive me. I have been much better fome 
time, but a trembling continued in my hands 
that I could not hold a pen till this day. I 
think I muft have died, had I not left home ; 
good Lady Hetchmore would fetch me away, 
and abfolutely refufed SwafTam's coming with 
me, for /he has great influence over my 
mother. Oh ! Fanny, I have been at the 
lodge, and thought it would have killed me, 
but my Lady was engaged to go there, and 
would take me with her. Indeed Mrs. Cla- 
vering beg'd as the greateft favour that I would 
come with them ; and I was willing to brum 
through the firft vifit, that I might indulge 
the pleafing melancholy of reflecting on my 
dear Louifa, and the many happy hours we 

have 
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have pafs'd in that place together; we found 
all the family apparently affected with grief; 
and Mrs. Clavering more concern'd than I 
thought poflible for her, for fo long a time ; 
I love her the better for it. We ft a id at the 
lodge two days, breakfafted one morning at 
Evanion mount. I am happy to find Mr. 
Blyden keeps up all the ancient grandeur and 
hoipitality of both families ; for every thing, 
and all the fervants, is exactly kept as if a 
family lived there ; and a dinner provided 
every day in the old hail for thirty poor peo- 
ple ; he has dilpleafcd me only in one parti- 
cular, which is, having fold all the timber on 
both eftates, to be cleared at the purchalers 
pleafure ; he has already received on account, 
forty thoufand pounds. I think it ten thoufand 
pities to cut down fuch charming woods ; ne- 
verthelefs he is a good man, for there is much 
attention paid to all that Louifa delighted in •, 
her poultry, her garden, and her own peculiar 
flock of Iheep ; and all her charities punctually 
preferved ; in fhort, I do love him for all thefe, 
and a thoufand little circumftances too tedious 
to enumerate. They are to come to Sir 
Hugh's next week, and Lady Hetchmore 
will not part with me till after that time ; fhe 
intends to perfuade my mother to look out 
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for fome chearful companion fuitable to my 
years, or to place me in fome lively family \ 
for me even thinks her own too melancholy, 
or would propofe it, as (lie would think her- 
felf very happy in my company. I heard the 
other day that our clergyman Mr. Duncombe, 
is going to fend for a niece from London ; if 
it is true, and me mould prove agreeable, it 
will be a happy circumftance for me, as he is 
coming from Ambourn to refide in a little 
tenement at the end of our garden. Sir Hugh 
infills upon my concluding, that we may go 
to battledore ^nd fhuttle-cock ; he with my 
lady und fell, join in beft refpe&s to you and 
yours. I am, 

My dear Mifs Wellers'j 

faithful humble Servant, 



Emma Maria Lewis. 
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LETTER LXV. 

Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

Bear Mifs tellers, U PP er Woodberry. 

WE have juft parted with Mr. and Mrs. 
Blyden, and Mr. and Mrs. Clavering : 
every meeting is a renewal of grief j they ftaid 
three days with us, and drank tea one after- 
noon at Lower Woodberry. Mr. BJyden 
finds he cannot pay Mifs Courtly's legacy, till 
Ihe is of age, but will fend her the intereft, as 
it may prove a great comfort to her. My 
dear Fanny, I mud tell you what a pleafing 
prefent Mr. Blyden brought me ; it was my 
Louifa's fine pearl necklace, rmde into a 
hracelet of fix rows ; the locket is her picture 
fet with rubies, on the infide is her hair plaited 
under a chryftal, and the letting of the mbies 
is curioufly enamel'd. Mrs. Clavering is 
quite diftracted to go to Bath, but her huf- 
band won*t hear of it. Lady Hetchmore is 
gone this morning to Lower Woodberry, to 
defire my mother will let me go to Bath with 
her, where (he goes next week to ftay two 
months ; but I much fear fhe will not fucceed ; 

how 
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how dreadful it will be if me does not? but 
how happy I am in having fuch a good friend? 
Lady Hetchmore is juft now return'd ex- 
tremely angry with my mother's refuting to 
let me go on any terms that could be pro- 
pofed, even thofe of taking my old woman ; 
however ihe obtained me much more liberty 
than my mother willingly granted it was re- 
moving Swaffam out of my bed chamber, to 
go to the lodge, and to walk out whenever I 
chufe it, accompanied with any attendant fhe 
pleafes to appoint ; thefe indulgences will 
make me go home with a little more chear- 
fulnefs than otherwife I mould have done. 
You will hardly hear from me again before I 
get home. I mall then pleafe myfelf with 
writing to you the very firft opportunity ; till 
then remain, 

Tour mcft obliged, 

Emma Maria Lewis. 



L E T 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Welle 

My dear Mifs Wellers, 

IH A.V E been at home three days, and 
find all things much more agreeable than 
they have been thefe two years ; partly owing 
to good Lady Hetchmore, and partly to a 
very extraordinary letter that I found by 
chance in my mother's drefiing room ; I in- 
clofe you a copy of it. I have not yet tried 
any of my liberties, but fliall very foon, that 
tbey may not be forgot ; my mother fent me, 
the day after my return home, to vifit our new 
neighbour Mr. Duncombe ; I (laid and drank 
tea with him, you know what a chatty old 
man he is ; he fmoked his pipe and mora- 
lized he advifed me not to affociate much 
with Mrs. Clavering, indeed he feared irie 
was a child of the devil's, and a very immo- 
deft and prophane young creature ; why fays 
he, flie fwears like a trooper, and dances and 
hunts with all the rakes in the country. He 
then told me, he had lent for a niece to keep 
his houfe, that he hoped we mould be friends 
1 and 
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and companions, for he heard me was a modefl: 
well behaved girl ; he then read me a lecture 
on imprudent marriages, and faid girls mould 
let their parents chufe their hulbands, for it 
was by no means proper they mould think of 
fuch things ; he hoped I mould never defire 
to marry a red coat, for they beat the devil's 
march and carried women to hell by facks 
full : I could not help laughing at the good 
man's oration he fhook his head, and we 
parted about eight o'clock. My mother and 
aiint are always pleafed when I feem to like 
the Doctor's company : His niece comes in a 
fortnight I have no notion I fhall like her, 
for I want a lively companion, not one to* 
make me more ftupid than I am already. 
Lady Hetchmore has promifed to enquire for 
one at Bath. My beft refpecls attend S win- 
derby, and believe me 

Tour obliged and obedient 

Emma Maria Lewis; 



LET- 
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LETTER LXVIL 

&> Harry Ha r wood to Mrs. Lewis, 
inclofed in the foregoing. 

Madam, 

YO U will, without doubt, be furprized 
my addrefiing you in this manner ; but 
the regard I have for your daughter's and 
your happinefs, is the prefent occafion of my 
giving you this trouble ; your unreafonable 
confinement of, and behaviour to Mifs Lewis, 
is lelfening her peace at home, and reputation 
abroad, and your own at the fame time ; I 
therefore beg fhe may be treated as her duty 
and goodnefs deferves. You may depend on 
my honour, and the folemn promife I now 
make, that I never will fteal your or any per- 
fon's daughter ; you may truft my prudence 
for Mifs Lewis's fafety at prefent, as I never 
will marry, till mine or the Lady's fortune 
enables me to maintain her with credit as my 
wife. What I have faid is the ftrideft truth, 
and likewife what I am going to fay, the famej 
very few are the opportunities I have of com- 
manding my time, but whenever that hap- 
pens, 
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pens, affure yourfelf it will be fpent in feeing 
your daughter, and not to be prevented by 
the force or artifice of mean-fpirited women. 
I am a gentleman by birth, education, and 
behaviour j till I forfeit that character no per- 
fon is juftified in ufing me ill, and fhamefully 
affronting me from their houfe, for no other 
crime than prefering her daughter to all 
other of their fex. I am, 

Madam, 

Tour moji obedient, 
Henry Harwood. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Continuation of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 



_ „ Woodberry. 
Bear Fanny, 

I AM but juft return'd from the lodge, 
where I fpent eight days, had old incum- 
brance with me, who was the lefs troublefome, 
becaufe (he was fick all the time. Mrs. Co- 
vering behaves fo vaftly indifcreet, that fhe is 
the ridicule of the whole country ; fhe and he 
nave promifed to come and fpend two or three 

days 
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days with me, I hope they will not be with 
on a funday, left our old doctor mould 
preach at her, (as me calls it) for he enter- 
tains a mocking opinion of her wickednefs. I 
expected to have found my new neighbour 
Mifs Moore, at the parfonage ; but find me 
is detain'd on account of her mother's death, 
and is to bring a filler with her ; as they have 
now neither father nor mother, and left in 
very indifferent circumftances, intirely de- 
pendant -on their uncle for fupport: they are 
to come the beginning of next week ; I am 
glad they will be near lb good a woman as 
Lady Hetchmore. I had a letter from her 
yefterday ; me has found fo much benefit by 
the Bath waters, that fhe propofes being at 
home in lefs than a month. She defires me to 
make her compliments to Mrs. Wellers and 
you to whom this family joins in beft re- 
bels. Believe me 

Dear Fanny ^ 

Yours to command^ 

Emma Ma. Lewis. 



I 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Continualion.of Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

My dear Mijs Welters, 

I Defer'd writing to you till after Mr. 
Covering's vifit, hoping that chearful 
company might enliven me, and make my 
letter more entertaining. They left us the day 
before yefterday ; we fpent our time in great 
good humour and pleafantry ; even my mother 
and aunt (hewed fome fenfe of pleafure, and 
have lately given me a vaft deal of liberty, I 
really believe owing to Sir Harry's fevere 
letter. I mud now give you fome account o\ 
our neighbours •,. they have been a week here; 
poor Mils Moore is now extremely ill, it hap- 
pen'd very unlucky. I invited them to dine 
with us one day with Mrs. and Mifs Vincent, 
and Mrs. Clavering, for I want to introduce 
them to the principal people of our country, 
as they really are exceflivc fine girls. The 
moment they came into our houfe the eldeft 
was feized with a mivering fit, and obliged to 
go home directly, where me has been con- 
fin'd ever fince : She is about feven or eigh 

an 
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and twenty, has been a perfect beauty, but 
the troubles of her family has wore her to fldn 
and bones ; fhe has had a compleat education, 
is a great reader and uncommonly fenfible, 
which together make her a moll agreeable 
companion ; her filler Mifs Jenny is between 
eleven and twelve years old, is quite an ele- 
gant girl, and a promifing beauty, owes all 
her accomplifhments to her filler's inflec- 
tions, who is a perfect mother to her. Jenny 
has great vivacity, and frights her old uncle 
exceedingly ; he prophecies her growing like 
Mrs. Clavering ; Olivia, which is the name of 
the eldefl, is much better ; I fhall now take 
her in the chariot three or four times a week, 
for the benefit of the air. Lady Hetchmore 
will be at home next Tuefday, and defires me 
to meet her there, and fpend a week with 
her, which is a prodigious joy to one who 
iubfcribes, 

Tour obliged^ 

end affectionate Servant^ 
Emma Ma. Lewis. 
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LETTER LXX. 
Mifs Lewis to Mijs Welle rs. 

Dear Mifs PFe'ders, Upper-Woodberry. 

I CAME here laft Tuefday, and had the 
pleafure of receiving good Lady Hetch- 
more and Sir" Hugh in perfect health. In 
converfing over the various occurrences of 
our populous neighbourhood, I thought the 
Mifs Moores arrival was none of the fmalleft. 
Lady Hetchmbre was fo pleafed with my ac- 
count of them, that me determin'd to dine at 
my mother's, and drink tea at the parfonage 
the next day ; we did fo, and my Lady was 
greatly charmed with the Moores, and has fent 
a milch'd afs for Olivia, who is very much 
inclined to a confumption, but has recovered 
her late fit of illnefs. The coach goes to- 
morrow to fetch the parfon and his nieces to 
dine here. Lady Hetchmore fends for me, I 
muft defer the fiiiifhing this letter to another 
opportunity •, not a moment has been my own 
thefe three days. I go home to day, not to 
return for fome time I imagine, but will give 
you a hiftory of our proceedings j Mr. 

Duncombe 
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Duncombe and Mifs Moores, came as ex- 
pected. ^ Sir Hugh was prodigioudy ft ruck 
with Olivia, he owns himfelf furprized, not- 
withstanding our account ; and gave Mr. 
Duncombe a purfe of twenty guineas, in con- 
fideration of the increafe of his family. They 
had not been gone half an hour, when Sir 
Harry Harwood came in, quite unexpe&ed. 
The next day Lady Hetchmore' judged it 
right to mew nothing clandeftine'was meant, 
that they mould fend his and their compliments 
to Lower Woodberry, and propofe drinking 
tea with them that afternoon. A very civil 
anfwer, that they mould be glad to fee us was 
return'd. We go, and Lady H etch more does 
not intend to prefs my coming back with her. 
I go with more fatisfadtion than common, as 
I am fure of an agreeable companion in Olivia. 
I fay farewell for the prefent, as the Baronet 
invites me to Battledore. Adieu 

Emma Ma. Lewis: 
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I, ETTER LXXI. 

Mifs Ley/is to Mijs Weleers. 

, , , j; Lower- Woodberry. 

My dear Fanny, 

HAVE fome very interefting things to 
communicate •, and having been in a ftate 
©f great fufpence for two or three days, chofe 
to know fome certainty before I wrote to you. 
We were genteel y received by my mother, 
but my aunt. was very angry j: : I was not per- 
mitted to return. The next morning Lady 
Hetchmore and fon came to break fail: with 
us, after which Sir Hugh defired me to take 
him to the parfonage ; we fpent two hours 
very agreeably with Olivia, then retur.n'd to 
the old ladies, whom we found all out of tem- 
per, even Lady Hetchmore, who parted 
faying I fhall be with you again Mrs. Lewis 
k.-ener than you think for my mother 
muttered as fcon as you pleafe my lady, but 
it fhall be to no purpofe. All that day they 
were valtiy ill-natur'd, and laid I fhoulp! go no 
more to Upper Woodberry, if they, were to be 
thus teafed. In the afternoon I went to the 
parionage, old Swaffam was difpatched after 
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me, and ordered not to quit her charge. She 
came to us in fo impertinent a manner, that I 
was- highly provok'd, but dare not fay any 
any thing. I foon propofed walking, and 
took Jenny Moore to keep- me company,. 
Swaffam follow'd, I walk'd very leifurely for 
a mile and a half, the old woman complaining, 
of dreadful tire j I then mended my pace, till 
we left Madam Swaffam quite out of fight. 
She returned in a violent rage puffing and 
blowing, frighted my mother and aunt, to 
think where I was gone ; they immediately 
difpatchcd John to Sir Hugh's, where he 
found Sir Harry very compofed with my lady 
and fon at cards. I return'd before it was 
dark, and they took no notice of my abfence, 
but Swaffam was ordered to lay with me ; this 
made me horrid mad. I got up early in the 
morning, lock'd madam into my room, and 
went directly to Olivia. By nine o'clock 
Lady Hetchmore and Sir Hugh came again, 
they were both with my mother and aunt till 
twelve, then came to the parfonage, and took 
Mifs Moores home to dine with them. I then 
went to my mother, and found her in pretty 
good humour; flie faid Lady Hetchmore and 
Sir Hugh teafed her to death, to marry me to 
a beggar •, fhe afked me if I chofe to marry a 
beggar ■? I faid, no, nor did I apprehend Lady 
I 4 Hetchmore 



more 
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Hetchmore propofed any fuch thing ; fhe faid 
very near it, for his eftate was but two hun- 
dred a year nominal, his commiflion and that 
together made a bare 300, and what was that 
for a baronet and his lady ; I anfwered it 
might do very well if the lady's friends would 
give her a fuitable fortune. I find fays 
fhe, the Hetch mores and you have fettled the 
whole affair. I aiTured her I knew nothing 
of the matter. She then afked me if I mould 
be contented with two thoufand pounds and 
two hundred a year during her life : I faid 
very well •, and thought her extremely kind, 
as I am very fenfible fhe could not con- 
veniently fpare any more for you know all 
her eftate is but fix hundred a year, out of 
which fhe has contrived to fave the two 
thoufand pounds I am to have, and one that 
fhe referves for any emergency. There is no 
body without failing or oddity ; but upon the 
whole, I muft acknowledge my mother to be 
a worthy good woman, and all I have or fhall 
have, I owe to her frugality and prudent 
management •, for my father had brought two 
thoufand a year to fix hundred ; and on that 
a confiderable mortgage, which my mother 
paid off, by living on one hundred per annum, 
till I was ten years old*. After our conven- 
tion, my mother fent a letter to Lady Hetch- 

more, 
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more, which me anfwered ; and I find they 
all breakfaft with us to-morrow. I know you 
fo well, that I am fure this letter will give 
you great pleafure. I am quite angry you men- 
tion nothing of Anthony ; for which reafon I 
only fign, 

Emma Ma. Lewis. 

LETTER LXXII. 
Mifs Lewis to Mifs Wellers. 

_ . . J. Upper Woodberry, 

My dear Fanny, ri 

IM U S T begin with my uppermoft 
thoughts, more particularly as you make 
the whole fubjedt of your letter. The match 
I think has made a rapid progrefs ; but nothing 
lefs than a Rainsford could conclude one fo 
foon as you feem to expea. They break failed 
with us as was appointed, and Lady Hetch- 
more infilled on taking me home with her, 
which was readily confented to. Sir Harry is 
gone to fettle fome affairs, will return in a 
fortnight, and be married directly, as his 
regiment goes in three weeks to Ireland, 
I 5 which 
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which fuits us extremely well, for our fortunes 
being (mall, we have no thought of new 
cloaths, or any of the Bridal parade. I have 
two fuits fo clean, that they may very well 
pafs for new in Ireland. Since I came here 
we Ipent three daysattfte Lodge ; I took Jenny 
Moore with us, but all the intreaties we could 
ufe, would not prevail on Olivia to go, for 
which reafon our baronet return'd the fame 
night, for he lives but in her company ; 
however more of his flame hereafter. Mr. 
Claveringis paffionately fond of Jenny Moore, 
quite the love of a doting father to his child : 
He gave her twenty guineas, poor Jane put 
it into my care •, the girl was quite aflonvQi'd, 
never having feen fo much together in- her 
days.. I mu ft now proceed to my account ct. 
Sir Hugh,, and acquaint you with hh melan- 
choly fall ' into lc--.v '.y\-.l> OIi?ia it is 
fo certain, that he determin'd to Xf\zxry her, 
but me abfolutely rejects hifs pronofals, and 
will not liften to a fylfable on that fubjecl, 
My lady was forry at fir ft,, but has fo great a 
regard for her ion's happinefs, that fhe now 
ufes, all pctTible perfuafions with' Clivia to 
con lent. I have bvca employ d in this affair, 
and ufed my utmoft endeavours to no purpofe ; 
in fhort every friend has interfered, and none 
fucceeded. It is really amazing, for all' look 
" on 
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on the match as concluded, when they faw 
how far Sir Hugh's affections were engag'd, 
for he was actually enamour' d the firft mo- 
ment he faw her. I beg my beft compliments 
may be acceptable to Mrs. Wellers, yourfelf, 
and your Jemima. I am, 

My dear Fanny's 

Ever affectionate, 

Emma Ma. L 
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Continuation- of Mifs Lewis to M:jj ' 
Wellers. 

% „ Lower Woodberry. 

Dear Mifs Wellers, ■ 

EVERY day fince ^wfote, has been en- 
gaged in taking leave of my friends, I 
am fo hurried that I can hardly fteal a mo- 
ment to take this farewell of my deareft 
Fanny. Sir Harry has been return'd thefe 
three days. To-morrow at tight o'clock we 
are to be married, and fet' out directly for- 
Falmouth, to embark for Dublin. Lady 
Hetchmore and Sir Hugh will lie here to- 
16- night 
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night, as he does me the honour of giving me 
away, and her Jadylhip condefcends to be 
prefent at the ceremony. The thoughts of 
parting fo foon, makes us all very melan- 
choly ; the refore it will be an exceeding dull 
•wedding. Pray give my beft refpects to your 
good mamma, and tell her I return her ten 
thoufand thanks for all her kind favours ; in 
like manner I do to you, begging you will 
confer one more upon me, which is to con- 
tinue that friendfhip when married, as you 
have hitherto honour'd 

Emma-Ma. Lewis; 



LETTER LXXIV. 
Lady Harwood to Mifs Wellers, 



My dear Mifs tellers, UuDiin. 

IH AV E only time to tell you we are fafe 
rived here, after a dangerous and tedious 
voyage, and long with the utmoft impatience 
to hear from you. I am terribly fick, and in 
a dreadful inn, which I mall leave to-morrow, 
we being invited to a gentleman's houfe. I 
fancy Mr. Blyden has fome intention of Jeav- 



JEMIMA and LOUISA, 
ing England, for almoft all his Irifh fervants 
came over in the mip with us but the reafon 
they gave us, was, that Mr. Blyden thought 
two fets of fervants too many, and would 
not part with any of Louifa's. When you 
favour me, direct to Dublin, as then it will 
come to me wherever I may happen to be, 
for we mall be continually moving. Sir 
Harry joins in compliments to yourfelf and 
family, with 

My dear FannyV 

mo ft obliged and 

affectionate Servant^ 

Emma Ma. Harwoob; 



LETTER LXXV. 
Mtfs Wellers to Lady Harwood. 

TH E agreeable news of my dear Lady 
Harwood's fafe arrival in Ireland, gave 
me joy inexprefiible : I know not how I 
Ihould have fupported my anxiety, on account 

of 
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of not hearing from you fooner, had not a 
very particular circumftance intervened, that 
help'd to employ my thoughts ; nothing lefs 
than the nuptials of my dear Jemima. So 
Hidden a conclufion of an affair that has been 
fo long in agitation, and of which there only 
appear'd a diftant profpecl, muft furprize you, 
till you are acquainted with the following- 
particulars. Mr. Granville during his refi- 
denee in London, ufed every poffible means 
for the attainment of fome employ, fuitable 
to his genius and education, winch he lias at 
length accomplifh'd, by- renewing his ac- 
quaintance with a fellow- collegian, who is 
now chaplain to the duke of R. The duke 
has a fon who, purpofing to make the tour of 
Europe, wanted a gentleman to accompany 
him in his travels; with which Mr. Davis 
the chaplain- acquainted Mr. Granville, and 
knowing him properly qualified,- offered to 
recommend him: Horatio thankfully accepted 
the propofal, and was accordingly introduced 
to the duke and his fon, who both highly 
apprpv'd him, and prefently made an agree- 
ment to the entire fatisfactjon of both parties, 
Granville iriftantly wrote, to acquaint Anthony 
Courtly with . this fortunate event, defiring 
him to meet him at our houfe, declaring he 
could not pombly think of leaving England 

till ^ 
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till he had feeured his Jemima, and hoped fne 
would not reject the terms he had to offer ; 
which were to allow her the whole fallary lie 
was to receive of the young nobleman, during 
his abfence, as his own fortune he faid, would 
be fufficient for him in that attendance : So 
honeft and generous a propofal could not be 
objected to, it met with the general approba, 
tion of us all j and now nothing remain'd but 
to fix the day for their marriage ; the Thurs- 
day following was concluded on, and the 
ceremony perform'd at our parifh church by 
Horatio's friend, Mr. Davis : His Grace is fo 
pleafed with the account his chaplain has 
given him of this wedding, that he imme- 
diately fign'd an agreement to pay Mrs. 
Granville two hundred per annum, in quar- 
terly payments during her hufband's attend- 
ance on his fon, which is confiderably more 
than was at fir 11 intended him. You cannot 
conceive how happy this affair has made us 
all ; Jemima has now fcarce a wilh ungrati- 
fled, except that of a reconciliation with her 
father; time we hope may gain that point,- 
tho' there are little hopes of it at prefenr. 
Horatio feem'd very defirous of fettling his 
wife before he went abroad, and was confut- 
ing with Anthony upon that fubjecf, when 
my mother interpofed, begging him not to 

think 
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think of depriving her of the pleafure.of Mrs. 
Granville's company, till his return ; telling 
him neither (he nor I could confent to refign 
fuch an agreeable companion to any body but 
himfelf ; he made a very polite anfwer, and 
feem'd thoroughly fatisfied with its being fo 
determined. Mr. Davis informs us that his 
Lordfhip intends us the honour of a vifit, 
before he and Mr. Granville leave England, 
which I believe will be in a fortnight or three 
weeks. I have now only to add an earned 
defire, that my dear Emma will as foon as 
poflible favour me with a letter, which will, I 
hope, bring a better account of her health 
and fituation, than that I have already re- 
ceiv'd. My mother and our whole family 
joins in compliments to Sir Harry and your- 
felf, with 

My dear Lady Harwood'j 

obliged and affectionate 

bumble Servant 9 

Frances Wellers* 
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LETTER LXXVI. 
Lady Harwood to Mifs Wellers. 

% 1 - „ Dut 
My dear Fanny, 

THE day after I wrote to you, we came 
to our friends houfe, and I was imme- 
diately feized with a violent fever, with which 
I was three days given over, have had fix 
blifters, and fuffered extremely. Sir Harry 
was obliged to leave me before I was out of 
danger, to attend the regiment into the ex- 
treme part of Ireland, where they expect a 
rifing every day. I mall fet out to overtake' 
him the day after to-morrow, tho' I am ftill 
exceffively weak and low ; for I find myfelf 
vaftly dejected by being among intire ftran- 
gers, who endeavour to be extremely civil ; 
but all things appear aukward and ftrange to 
me. I was perfect happinefs yefterday in 
reading my packet of letters from England, 
among which, yours gave me infinite joy j I 
return you ten thoufand thanks for the oblig- 
ing detail you have given me of Mrs. Gran- 
ville's happy change of life y upon which, I 
beg leave to congratulate her, and fincerely 

wifli 
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wifh her all the happinefs that can attend tire 
marriage ftate. I have an account to give 
you that will furprize you, it did me very 
greatly : You will find it in the inclos'd letter; 
I tranfmit it in confidence, that k wilt go no 
further. From 

Tour Jtncere, 

and affectionate Friend 

and Servant,, 

Emma Ma. Ha r wood, 



LETTER LXXVIL 

Mifs Moore to Lady Harwood. 

Madam, Woodberry. 

I Entertain the highefb fenfe of the honour 
you have done me, in writing to her who 
had not the Jeaft reafon to expect a pleafure 
of that fort. I embrace the very firft oppor- 
tunity of returning my grateful thanks for fo 
kind a favour ; and am grieved to be obliged 
to refill the folicitation of .fuch a friend, to 
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an honour, that the world muft judge me 
mad in fo obltinately refufing : how it mocks 
me,- to be fued to fuch honour and riches, by 
fo many eminent perfons, whofe great kind- 
nefs to me claims all my obedience, and all 
my gratitude. You will be amazed to find 
me declare, that my gratitude obliges me to 
reject thefe honourable propofals. I cannot, 
dare not* give my reafons all my future 
expectations depend on my keeping them fe- 
cret from my uncle, if it did hot, I could 
never publilh my Ihame to the world but to 
you, dear .madam, who I know will pity my 
misfortunes, I will throw off all difguife, and 
give you a true hiftory of my life. My 
mother, (who was my uncle Duncombe's own 
lifter) married a mop keeper at Oxford, whofe 
ambition and extravagance brought us at laft 
to the greateft diftrefs •, it was his natural 
turn, and he gave me the belt and moft ex- 
penfive education. I grew up handfome, 
which increas'd his vanity and ambition, not 
doubting but I mould make my fortune 
among the number of young ftudents who fill 
that place. My perfon and his bountiful 
treating, did not fail to draw all the young 
fellows he thought proper to entertain ; but 
in one thing he was careful, that was, in only 
picking up fuch as he was well infornYd were 

very 
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very large fortunes $ tho' he might fometimes 
be miflaken. He drefs'd me in the mod 
extravagant cloaths, and nothing was fpared 
(not even paint) to make me more alluring. 
I was carried to all the public diverfions, and 
in lefs than a twelvemonth after my coming 
from fchool, I became particularly admired 
by a Mr. Johnfon ; my father who gave me 
many inltructions in the art of coqueting, or- 
dered me to give this gentleman great en- 
couragement, for he knew him to be a man 
of large and independent fortune ; this was 
an eafy command to me, for he was fenfible, 
genteel, and handfome, (fo like Mr. Cover- 
ing, that on firft feeing him at your houfe, it 
gave me that fit of illnefs, you muft remem- 
ber I was feized with); at laft my father 
order'd me to deny nothing Mr. Johnfon 
wifh'd or defired. A circumftance foon 
happen'd that my father feem'd to think a 
fortunate one he then exerted himfelf, and 
infilled on marriage ; Mr. Johnfon, with great 
reluctance, confented ; the day was appointed, 
but before it came, the intended hufband was 
flown, and has never been heard of fincc. 
My father's fortune growing lower and lower, 
and all his hopes in me blafted, it feized his 
fpirits, that brought on a defperate malady ; 
and one and the fame day, made me feven- 

teen, 
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teen, fatherlefs, and a fhameful mother, to 
that unfortunate girl, I call my filler. That 
fatal day, plunged us into extreme poverty. 
I think no diftrefs could equal ours. As foon 
as I could move, we left the detefted place of 
my ruin, where my former finery and ridicu- 
lous pride, render'd me then the object of 
every bodies fcorn. Without friends, or pity, 
we placed ourfelves in London, in the cheapeft 
lodging we could find, where my mother and 
felf, by working with our needle, kept otir- 
felves and my infant from ftarving. My poor 
uncle who has always believed Jenny to be 
my mother's daughter, defired that as foon as 
me was able to be of any afliftance to his 
fitter, that I would come to live with him ; 
this my mother infifted on my doing, when 
poor woman (he refign'd a life, which by her 
hulband's and child's wickednefs, had been a 
heavy burden to her for feveral years. My 
uncle was then fo kind to take us both, fince 
which time you know every circumftance re- 
nting to me. Now, dear Madam, could I 
with any honefty, with any gratitude, or 
modefty, confent that fo honourable, fo wor- 
thy a gentleman mould be fo deceived, and 
take polution to his bed ? no, he never mall, 
I never will be fo loft to fenfe of Ihame, but 
endeavour to dedicate the remainder of my 

days 



190 JEMIMA and LOUISA, 
days to contrition, and the fervice of God- 
My whole attention mall be, to bring up my 
child in the paths of virtue ; and all my 
earthly joy and concern is to preferve the 
friendfhip of my few, but ineftimable worthy 
neighbours. I hope, madam, this open con- 
feffion of my guilt, will not prove the means 
of my loofing your efteem, but truft you will 
rather pity than defpife a penitent finner, who 
while fhe lives will ever be 

Tour hadyjhifs 

moft devoted, 

and grateful Servant, 

Olivia Moore, 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

Lady Harwood to Mifs Wellers. 

*> HAT tit Coleraine. 
Dear Mifs Wjellers. 

I A M juft arrived at this place, had a very 
difagreeable journey 5 not overtaking the 
regiment till I came to Londonderry, and it 
was terrible travelling in a ft range country by 

myfelf. 
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myfelf. I am (till very weak, and was obliged 
to ftay almoft a week at a farm-houfe ; it was 
the moft lonely melancholy fituation I ever 
law, at the foot of a tremendous mountain ; 
at that place, to my great aftonifliment, I 
learnt the hiftory of Mifs Brand your neigh- 
bour, which I will relate to you, and make 
no doubt but it will furprize you as much as 
it did me, tho* we always thought fomethino- 
very odd appear'd in her: To make you 
underftand her hiftory, I muft begin in a very 
round about manner, and give you an account 
of other people, who you know nothing of; 
in our journey hither, we were one night be- 
lated, and I was taken fo ill, that with great 
difficulty I was got to the farm-houfe I before 
mention'd, where every thing bore a mean, 
but neat appearance ; and I was received in 
fo polite a manner by the mafter and miftrefs, 
as plainly Ihewed they could not always have 
lived in that obfcure manner. I was pleafed 
to find they did not want for the common 
comforts of life, fuch as decent cloaths, good 
food, and ncceffary fuel, a maid fervant, and 
two farm men : At fupper there appeared one 
who certainly had been a beautiful woman, 
about thirty years of age, fhe was extremely 
melancholy, and did not fpeak at all ; very 

foon 
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foon retired. When fhe was gone, the gen- 
tlewoman of the houfe inform'd me fhe was 
crazy, and that her brain was turn'd by mis- 
fortunes, adding that they themfelves had 
known fo much affliction, that they fympa- 
thized with the unfortunate, and therefore 
their compafflon induced them to take care 
of that lady. I went early to bed, fo heard 
no more that night. Sir Harry was obliged 
to leave me, and proceed on his march to 
Coleraine, therefore my fervant lay with me ; 
I afk'd if fhe had learn'd any particulars 
relating to the family, that had fo kindly 
received us. She anfwered only, that they 
were the beft people in that county, and their 
names were Morris •, and the other lady was 
mad, her name was Perkins. During my 
flay with thefe good people, I had a great 
deal of agreeable converfation with them, in 
which I took the liberty to obferve, that I 
imagin'd they had not always lived in that 
retired fituation ; on which fhe in the moft 
good natur'd manner faid, I fee, madam, you 
are curious to know my misfortunes, and I 
will give you my real ftory. I was the only 
daughter of a rich citizen, a very rich one 
indeed but married a young man unknown 
to my father, which difpleas'd him fo much, 

• that ■ 
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that "he gave all his money to public charities : 
This gave me but little concern, as I was di- 
reclly on my marriage, received in an affec- 
tionate manner by my hutband's relations, 
who indulged me in every thing that w^s 
agreeable, and educated me with their daugh- 
ters •, for my father thinking money a fufficient 
happinefs and qualification, intirely negleeled 
both my improvement and amufesxent; I 
therefore thought my change vaftlv for the 
better. In a few years my father and mother 
died, and a houfe and an effete of about five 
hundred a year left to the quiet pofTeiTion of 
me, my hufband and little fon we lived in a 
ftate of uninterrupted happinefs, till he 
old enough to go to the univerfity, when 
fent him to Oxford, to purfue fuch ftudies 
he liked beft, thinking fome profeffion might 
make a pretty addition to his paternal eftate ; 
but to our great affiiftion, he turn-out every 



in fo 



thing that was wicked ant 
much that he foon brought us to real poverty, 
and would as certainly have brought us to 
abfolute beggary, had not his extreme wick- 
ednefs obliged him to leave England ; we then 
collected our little remains, and came over to 
this country, where we purchased our farm, 
and have lived in peaceful farrow thefe ten 
years : Our fon not knowing where to find u< 
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as we changed our names : we have heard of 
his being in Ireland by a feign'd name, and 
with an impudent woman that he brought 
irom England, who is twenty years older 
ftjiK he is. Here the poor woman left off. 
Trie next day in conversation, I mention' d 
Cambridgefhire me afk'd me what part I 
was acquainted with ; on my telling her, fhe 
aflc'cj if I knew a Mifs Brand. I faid yes. She 
afk'd what character fhe bore, and how (he 
behaved ; I faid as to character fhe had none, 
for nobody knew any thing of her j and her 
behaviour was decent, but vulgar : She faid, 
if it was agreeable to me, fhe could give fome 
account of Mifs Brand's life, and the misfor- 
tune of the poor lady who lived with them. 
I gladly accepted her offer, and (he inform'd 
me as follows that Mifs Brand was the 
daughter of. an attorney at Wapping in Eng- 
land, that he died when fhe was about twelve 
years old, and had committed her with five 
hundred pounds to the care of his brothers 
who lived in the neighbourhood of London- 
derry me came to him an ignorant obftinate 
girl i he took fome pains to improve her, but 
to no purpofe •, fhe increafed daily in ill-nature, 
viilgarnefs and boldnefs, till at laft flic proved 
with child by a blackfm'ith's man, who at the 
fame time had a wife : This (hock'd her 

uncle 
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uncle extremely, and to hide her difgrace, he 
fent the flory to a friend at Cork, and begg'd 
him to find fome tradefman in defperate cir- 
ciimftahces, that would marry her, and he 
would add three hundred pounds to her for- 
tune. A hufband was fpeedily found, but not 
a tradefman a ruin'd gentleman, and ruin'd 
by extravagance ; the event of this match was 
mifery ; he ufed her very ill : She flew to 
Dublin, and became a common proftitute for 
fupport ; her uncle forced her from that way 
of life, fent her to a friend in England, and 
defirfng him to place her in a fober family in 
a remote country, and as long as fhe behaved 
well, he would pay for her board, and allow 
her fifteen pounds a year for cloaths. Her 
hufband after fpending her fortune in various 
debaucheries, ran away with an heirefs of 
forty thoufand pounds fortune, from a board- 
ing fchool ; he kept her fome time at Cork, 
anfwerable to her fortune ; but neither that, 
her great beauty, or good nature, did long 
preferve her from his ill treatment. He 
brought her to this village, where he left her 
in the utmoft diftrefs, and her friends refufing 
her any relief or comfort, fhe grew melan- 
choly mad ; our companion induced us to 
take her, and we will keep her as long as we 
K 2 live: 
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live : Thus ended theie two remarkable 
-hUlories. I was foon obliged to leave thefe 
good and unfortunate people, who we found 
it very difficult to reward for their kindnefs 
to me. At laft, Sir Harry thought a prefent 
or" wine might prove acceptable, and accord- 
ingly fent them a hogfhead of red, and the 
lame of white. I am very happily fituated in 
this place with a clergyman and his wife, but 
I fancy our (lay in this part of the country 
will not be very long we are in fome appre • 
jhenflon of going to Germany, which I can- 
not in the leaft relifh. With the hopes of 
Rearing from you foon, I remain, 

Dear Mift Wellers, 

Tour affectionate^ 

Emma Ma. Harwogd; 



LETr 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Continuation cf Lady Harwood 
Mifi Whirrs. 



My dear Mfi Welkrs. ; ~ 

HO W furprifed yoii mull be to 
am in England, if you have not hea- 
the unhappy occafion of my MtotomW 
on account of my mother's dangerous iJInef? 
the moment I heard k, I took fhippino- f or 
Falmouth, but was fo unlucky to be°cafi 
away on the Welch more ; the fhip and rtioft 
or the crew perifh'd ; but thank God, I, my 
maid, and two men, were miraculous faved 
by a fmall fifhing boat, which got us to' Holy- 
head, from whence we was conveyed on mofl 
terrible horfes to this place, where fright and 
fatigue fo far overcame me, that I am obliVd 
to ftay all this day, and employ the little 
ttrengthj have, in writing to two or three of 
my bed friends, whom (I flatter myfejf) will 
rejoice to hear of my fafety. I'hope to find 
mylelf fomewhat better, when I have a 
unburthen'd my mind of the various circum 
K 3 
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fiances which atprefent agitate my fpirits \ for 
to gritff , fright, and fatigue, is added, fur- 
prize, joy, amazement and concern ; for know, 
my dear Fanny, 1 have feen Mr. Evanion ! 
the real young Mr. Evanion ! him that I once 
loved fo well and I cannot help loving him 
again : but I muft be regular in my account* 
or you will think me light-headed. Near a 
town call'd Ruthyn, which I pafs'd through 
yeuerday, the horie flatted and flung me, it 
was near a cottage into which they took me ; 
when I was a little recover'd, a furprifing 
genteel young man caught my eyes he had 
a tauny complexion, and an unfhaven head 
and beard. 1 look'd ftedfaftly at him, and 
recollected his features, as he inftantaneoufly 
did mine. You muft judge our furprize, I 
can't defcribe it, he appear'd rather ihock'd 
than pleafed, and faid, he flattered himfelf he 
was fo fituated as never to be heard of, or 
feen by any that knew him. J was going to 
mention fbme paft affairs, but he earneftly 
begg'd me to wave thofe fubjects only 
defiring to know in what ftate Mifs BJyden 
was, adding his fears that me was married, 
which (he was afhamed to own) would grieve 
him infinitely more than to hear me was dead. 
I then thought it be {I to inform, him of the 

truth,. 
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truth, that me really had been dead a _ 
while: he faid, that was happinefs Tufficient 
for him i th it he fBouid now ipend his days 
in the grcateft tranquility, and rejoice, in the 
pa fling of every hour, haftening to his end 
with the higheft delight, hoping to meet her 
in heaven, where his innocence and integrity 
would appear 5 for that, which was judgec 
wickednefs, was a diforder of his brain that 
he had been perfectly well ever fince he came 
to that retirement. I afk'd him if he did not 
want a comfortable fubfiftance, an; 
he would accept a fmall annuity in 
fupport him with the necefiary eot: 
life he faid he had more \tH of the 
pounds Mr.. Clavering gave htm, t 
laft twelve years ; and he hoped and pray 
his days might not continue half that time. 
Indeed I think they cannot, for he appears in 
a deep confumption. I was grieved to leave 
him he (after various intreaties) promifed to 
write to me, on condition that I would take 
the trouble of feeing him interr'd with Mifs 
Blyden •, I engaged to do fo, in cafe . I fur?-, 
vived him, which I think very probable, 
notwithftanding. the bad ftate of health I am 
in. I hope to be able to fet out to- morrow «, 
mail haften home with the. greateft expedition, 
K 4 and 
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irra write to you the firft Jeifure moment. 

My bell compliments attend all friends* and 

' Ycur falihful FruruU. 

Emma Ma. Har woods 



LETTER LXXX, 
Lady Har wood to Mijs Welders. 

\< i *0-r. Ti7 m Lower- Woodberry, 

My dear mtfs Wemr$\ T 

YO U have heard by Mifs Moore, (who I 
defifed to write to you) of my arrival' 
at home, and how extremely ill I found my 
mother •, al To the fevere fever which I had-, 
occafjon'd. by my frights and fatigue. Thank 
God we are all in a favourable way, and I 
hope foon to be able to fee my friends, and 
give you fome account of the ftate of our 
neighbourhood, which' at prefent I know no- 
thing of royfelf : Have juft heard of Lady^ 
Harwood's death, in a letter from Sir Harry, 
which has been come almoft as long as I have, 
but they thought it not proper to give it- me,, 
till this day. Sir Harry is fo kind to- give 

his 
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his four filters her jointure, who ptherwife 
had not a halfpenny •, fuch an action is true 
generofity and greatnefs of mind-, for few 
men with his fmall fortune, would have given 
away three hundred a year : But how much 
more commendable it is, to act in this manner, 
than to keep fuch near relations, as poor 
dependants on fome fmall yearly allowance, 
as many would have done ? fuch an action 
affords more real fatis faction, than the higfeetir 
grandeur. My mother and aunt joins with 
in bell compliments- to yourfelf and family. 
I remain, . 

My dear 'Fanny* s 



!AMV 



k r 



202 J E M I M A and. L O tm A. 



LETT E R LXXXI. 

Continuation of Lady Harwood to Mifi 
Wellers. 



Lower Woodberry. 

My dearefi Fanny, 

Return thanks a thoufand, for all your 
^ kind letters •, they have given me infinite 
pleafure : iurprize and aftonifhment haft pre- 
vented my anfwering them as foon as I wifrVd 
to have done. Mr. and Mrs. Clavering have 
been to fee me ; they ftaid two days, and in- 
filled on my returning to fpend a fortnight 
with them, which I confented to, though 
with relu&ance, on account of poor Cover- 
ing's flights, always fearing her getting into 
fome fcrape j but five days had pafs'd,. when 
Mr. Clavering came to me in private, and 
laid fome urgent bufinefs required his going 
into Wales immediately, and that he muft 
iiay at leaft five weeks, and begg'd me to 
take the charge of his wife during that time,, 
offering to conduct us that evening to Wood- 
berry, I thought (at that time) I knew his 
reafons, and was glad to go home, hoping 



It 
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my mother and aunt might prove fome re- 
ftraint to her great gaiety. We had not been 
here a week, when the old houickeeper's 
fon came over to know what orders Mr. and 
Mrs. Blyden had left with Mrs, Clavering, 
for they had left none at home. This queftion 
greatly furpris'd us in ihort, on enquiring 
we found, that Mr. Clavering had not been 
feen fince he came with us to Woodberry ; 
that Mr. and Mrs. Blyden fet out extremely 
early the next morning, on horfeback, with- 
out any.fervant went to Exeter, where they 
heard of their going on board an I rim veflel, 
which faii'd immediately ; and that the 
fteward and gentleman went away in the 
middle of the night, unfeen by any body, nor. 
can they conjecture which way they went. You 
may with truth, imagine us in the greateft 
amazement, for what can be the reafon of this 
conduct, it is impoffible to guefs. All the 
fervants are in exceeding perplexity, not 
knowing how to act in any refpect, Mrs. 
Clavering is like a diftracted creature, fhe lay 
three days in fits, what to do with her dif- 
treiTes me greatly •, I muft get fome perfon to 1 
go over to her father, and beg him to take her 
home. Mr. Brooke I think is the moft proper 
man in the world for fuch an undertaking. I 
intend going to-morrow to the Lodge, and 
K 6 will 
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will fend for him to come to me.. I wifh Sir, 
Harry was come, we have reafon.to expetf: 
him every hour, for my Jail letter was wrote 
on his return from Coleraine, to embark f(.r 
England. You muft not expect to hear any 
more from me till I have fettled Mrs. Cover- 
ing, for fhe quite diftracis me ; .you know, 
how violent (he is in all her paJTions. Fare- 
well, dear Emily.. 

I am yours y 

Emma Ma. Harwood, 



LETTER LXX^l. 
Lady Harwood to Mrfs Wellkrs. 

Dear Mlfs Wdkn, Lower Woodberry, 

I AM this inflant return'd ftom the Lcd-e, 
it is impo.'iibic to defcribe the confufion 
of the fervanrs : The firft thing I lcok'd for 
was Mrs. Clavering's jewels, all gone, even 
/twenty pounds fne had left in her cabinet 
was gone, the door broke open, for foe hid 
the key with her ; the fervants offer their 
oaths they found it ib, foon after Blyden's- 
t depar- 
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tiire. We can no longer doubt their villainy,., 
but the caufe of fo -hidden removal, is very 
difficult to guefs. Oh ! my Emily, have we. 
not reafon to fufpect my dear, dear Mils. 
BIyden did not die a natural death for you. 
muft remember, how odd it happen'd, when-, 
none but thofe curfed Irifli folks was with her, , 
all her own fervants being fent out of the 
houfe ; and, perhaps, poor Mr. Evanion. 
might- be poifon'd ; I can now recollect a 
thoufand. odd circumftances •, do you not re-- 
member the terror that ftruck us onthefe. 
creatures firll. appearance ? I muft proceed' 
with; my, account; I fent for Mr. Brooke, 
who carefully examined all over , the houfe, , 
and found the., iron cheft.. that contain'd the > 
diamonds and cafli, open and empty ; he alfo . 
went to the mount, and found that treafure 
trunk in- the fame condition : He has fent an 
exprefs to the neareft relation of each e{tate ; 
and is gone oil my ambalfy to old Rainsford ; 
in »cafe of no fuccefs, I have begg'd him to 
write to her brother, who I am certain will 
take fome care of her •, but thought it beft to 
apply firft to her father. It comforts me to find 
I have your pity in all this diftrefs, and now 
I ftand more in need of it than ever; for fo 
far from feeing Sir Harry, as i expected, have 
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juft received a letter from him, informing 
me, thatfome private bufinefs of the greateft 
confequence, required his going into the ex- 
treme parts of France, but mould ufe the 
utmoft diligence to make his journey expe- 
ditious. All things confpire to make this 
affair as bad to me as poffible ; the Hetch- 
mores being abfent, and Sir Harry's un- 
thought of retardment, deprives me of every 
one that could comfort me for Mrs. Claver- 
ing's grief, is quite to defpair fhe is -incon- 
folable, and I am never from her a moment ; 
and my mother and aunt are fo crofs, they 
are really unbearable.. I- only write now to 
eafe my fpirits, by communicating my trou- 
bles. Ycu muft, therefore excufe all cere- 
mony in 

Tour affectionate Friend^ , 
Emma Ma. Harwood.. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

Lady Harwood to Mifs Wellers. 

i- ' Lower- Wood berry; 

Bear Fanny,. J 

HOPE I am in the way to be happier 
_ than I have been fome time. I confefs it 
with joy,, and inform you, Mr. Rainsford 
comes this night to carry away his lifter, for 
me has really been too much for my fpirits, 
Yefterday morning I receiv'd a moft polite 
and obliging letter from him, for old Rains- 
ford pofitively refilled doing any thing for 
her i but the kind brother has prevail'd on 
Mrs. Burton to take her. on thefe conditions, 
that me is to be her infeparable companion, 
without mewing any difcontent or ill humour. 
If Mrs. Clavering chufes to fubmit to. this, he 
will allow her twenty guineas a year for 
cloaths, which kind offer me has accepted, 
I have had the fatisfa&ion of hearing from 
Sir Harry,, he is arrived fafe in France. 4'* 
here join in due refpects. I remain. 

Tour fmcere Friend,. 

and obedient Servant, 
Emma Ma. Harwood. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

Continuation of Lady Hapwood to Mifs 
W e l l e r s. • 

My deareft Fanny Lov<er- Woodbeiry, 

I; WAS glad to find young Mr. Vincent 
was as good as his promiie in calling at 
Swinderby, to inform you of my accident in- 
fpraining my wrift, and that there was no 
expeclation of being able to ufe it for feveral 
weeks, tho' I hoped (and the furgeon gave ■ 
me reafonj that I might have wrote a month 
ago, but we were both miltaken this is the 
firft effort, and it is with difficulty I now 
do it; but a ftrong inclination renders it 
practicable, tho' painful. I am in daily ex- 
pectation of Sir Harry, he writes in prodigi- 
ous fpirits, and tells me he mail bring with him 
a friend, that will both fright and delight me j 
that he dreads the confequence of our meet- 
ing, and begs me to prepare for the greatell" 
furprize and joy. I never knew any perfon ? 
tharthe. feeing of them would both fright and 
delight me, without your ladylhip travel'd 
on foot from Swinderby, and arrived in the 
." "' middle 
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middle of the night ; however I muft prepare 
for aftonifliment, which I do with all ne- 
ceffary flutters and tremblings, for I have not 
been compofed fince I received Sir Harry's, 
letter, tho* he promifes I mall know who it 
is before I fee them. My mother and aunt 
have been very good humour'd ever fince poor 
Mrs. Clavering left us but they confefs the 
fears they had of my having her to keep, 
which I really would have ventured to have 
done, had me been quite deferted. She ab- 
folutcly refilled to oblige me by writing fome- 
times, vowing no creature mould ever hear 
from her, and wifh'd the whole circle of her 
acquaintance would forget there ever was fuch 
a perfon in the world. However me has wrote 
once, for in- packing up her cloaths I con- 
trived to put twenty guineas, which {he begs 
to know whither it was accidentror defign ; fhe 
concludes the latter,, and exprelfes the highefir 
gratitude. My wrift will only give me leave 
to add how much I am- 

My dear Fanny WellersV 
Very affectionate Friend: 
and obliged bumble Servant 
Emma Ma. Harwood;. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Continuation of Lady Ha*. wood ro Mifs 
Wellers. 

My dear eft Fanny ',. 

IF you are in the world, you muft alrsady 
have heard who my furprifing friend was. 
I thought the meeting would have kill'd me, 
but I furvive ; you muft imagine all the reft. 
And now I will not lay down my pen, till I 
have informed you, how my deareft ever dear 
Louifa was found, in what fituation how fhe 
got home, and the whole hiftory of the curfed. 
Blyden's. I could not believe my eyes, but 
it is me, her very fkin and bones *, nothing 
elfe I do aflure you 5 thank God fhe is already 
mended, tho' it is only three days that fhe 
has been with us. But to my narrative; j Li ft 
as Sir Harry was coming home, at an inn 
where he was. in bed, the people- came to tell 
him a gentlewoman was juft arrived with a 
broken leg" three broken ribs, and other vio- 
lent hurts from a terrible overturn, and that 
they had no other bed fit to put her into. He 
immediately rofe, and went to fome other 5 in 

the 
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the morning he enquired who it was •, but 
could not learn the name, nor any other par- 
ticulars, but that they were fuppofed to be on 
fome very urgent bufinefs, for the gentleman 
and all the fervants, except his wife's maid, 
fet off at twelve o'clock, and were to travel 
all night. Juft as Sir Harry was mounted to 
proceed on his journey, a meflage was brought 
him from the lady, (who was then judged to 
be dying) begging to fpeak with him. Fie 
went to her, but could not guefs by her coun- 
tenance, who fhe was, till (lie inform'd him 
her name was Blyden, and, that fhe could 
not die in peace without conferring the various 
wickednefs fhe had been guilty of ; and then 
in extreme agonies, and with a. fluttering ac- 
cent, fhe began as follows : I muff, firft inform 
you that Mils Blyden is ftill living, and con- 
fined by our villainy, in a farm houfe within 
five miles off Menfa, a town that is a hundred 
and fifty miles from Paris. She then, began a 
regular account of her life, which I will 
tranfmit to you as perfectly as I poffibly can. 
This Mrs. Blyden was born of mean parents 
in Oxfordfhire, her firft fetting out, was a 
fervant in a publick houfe at Oxford, where 
fhe was foon corrupted, and became a com- 
mon proftitute that the man who paffed for 
her fon by the name of Covering, was really 
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fon to a Mr. Johnfon, of a very good eftate';- 
that (he firft corrupted him,, then perfuaded 
hull to rob his father, leave a young woman 
who was with child by him, (and that he had 
promifed to marry) and go with her into Ire- 
land, where they practifed all forts of cheats 
and villanies to fupport their extravagance v 
that they cultivated acquaintance with all 
worthleis people, among which was Mr. 
Blyden, the real uncle of Mifs Louifa Blyden, 
who had run out a very large fortune, and 
was reduced to the greateft extremity, when 
he had the offer of marrying Mifs Brand, 
(who was witH child by fome married man) 
and her uncle gave her a fortune to conceal 
her rname ; he foon fpent her money and 
mrn r d her off;, then married a beautiful girl 
with. a. very, large fortune, who (through Mrs. 
Blyden's wielded purfuafion) he foon deferred ; 
they had not quite fpent her money, when 
Mifs Blyden's father died -,, then directly they 
laid the fcherrte of making a prey of her, 
which they judged mult lerve them their Jives 
very amply, and did not doubt of fucceeding: 
little, apprehending how difficult it would 
prove. Their plan was for Clavering to 
marry Mifs Blyden ; and, to attone for fome 
of their wickednefs, they was to fend a large 
fum of money to Mr. Johnfon, Covering's 

father. 
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father, who lived in great poverty in Ireland 
by the name of Morris) that Mr. Blyden al- 
ways pretended being drunk, to prevent his 
deep defigns being fufpeAed ; that his firft 
fcheme was to get rid of the old fervants of 
both eftates, and to fet Evanion and his uncle 
at variance: In all this he fucceeded, but 
Clavering's match he found was extreme dif- 
ficult to bring about, He then contrived to 
give young Evanion fome intoxicating drug, 
which quite turn'd his brain : So far it went 
we!]. Then a journey to London was con- 
trived, where Mrs. Elyden was afraid to mew 
her face, Ieaft fhe mould be known, therefore 
would not often go our, or appear in com- 
j any. As to Clavering he had taken the 
precaution to contrive a claret mark on his 
face, as foon as he came to England : that 
finding old Evanion in a bad ftate of health, 
Klyden foon contrived to forge a will in his 
own favour. When they found it impoffible 
to marry Clavering to Mils Blyden, they foon 
judged her death necelTary to compleat their 
defigns, but could not bring themfelves to 
that pitch of wickednefs, as to murder her ; 
therefore contrived to forge her death, and 
Hide her : To effecl: that, they got her fer- 
vants out of the way, under pretence of going 
10 ^ atn i in the mean time, Clavering thought 

Mifs 
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Mifs Rainsford a fine girl, and that her for- 
tune was a good prerty morfel and to fave 
fettlements or prefents, &x. he contrived to 
hurry the marriage in the manner related •, 
and that he brought about by the help of her 
Maid, who he bribed to perfuade her that he 
certainly was very much in love with her, 
only • ••.r.cd Mifs Blyden for the fake of her 
fortune , and that it was clear to her, Mils 
Rainsford liked Clavering ; in this manner 
Ihe perfuaded her into a fancy fhe liked Cla- 
vering, telling her they would be the fineft 
couple in England; that they would certainly 
be the envy of every body •, thus fhe pre- 
vaiPd, and they fucceeded : that Mifs Bly- 
den had made a will, where fhe left Mifs 
Courtly and me five thoufand pounds a-piece, 
and all the other legacies three times as much 
as was faid. That they judged it moft prudent 
to produce fome will 6f Mifs Blyden's * and 
therefore gave every one that was named in 
her will fomething, to prevent fufprcion. I 
fend this hiftory with horror and amazement ; 
'tis ail I can fay upon it. My dear Mils 
Blyden is to flay with me, till Sir Harry (who 
is gone to fetch Mr. Evanion) returns ; I 
hope he is dill living, but we have reafon to 
doubt it, therefore we give Mifs Blyden very 
fmall hopes of feeing him. Poor creature, 

fhe's 
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(he's quite like one waked out of a frightful 
dream. I fancy fhe has been out of her 
mind, for fne remembers nothing hardly that 
has happen'd fince her leaving London ; and 
Sir Harry fays, (he was quite ftupid all the 
way home. She recovers hourly, and has 
cried feveral times lately, which we think a 
good fjgn. In my confufion I have neglected 
to inform you of a moft material circum- 
ftance $ that is, the motive of their fudden 
flight; it was owing to one of their principal 
fervants being taken up for a robbery and 
murder, the dread of his confeffion hurried 
them off. However, all this villainy was 
liang'd with him, for he did not mention it. 
There is all potfible fearch making in Ireland, 
to bring thefe people to juftice, and it is 
thought they cannot efcape. I can write no 
more at prefent. My dear Fanny farevvel. 

Emma Ma. Harw 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

Lady Harwood to Mijs Wellers. 

Dur Mifs Wdhn, Blyden-Lodge. 

I Snatch this moment before I go to bed, 
to tell you we came here the day before 
yefterday, in order to receive Mr. Evanion 9 
who came laft night, but gave us no other 
fatis faction, than feeing him before he dies. 
I muft not pretend to defcribe the meeting. 
All our troubles has been nothing to this fcene. 
Poor Louifa is only affected with a ftupid 
kind of melancholy, which the phyficians are 
of opinion will never leave her, and that {he 
may live many years, which I thought was 
impoflible for any thing fo thin I never faw 
before. We have juft received from Ireland, 
an account of the miferable end of the Bly- 
dens i the woman died defpairing ; old Blyden 
was ibund hanging in a barn, not quite dead, 
but irrecoverable Clavering was taken, and 
immediately {hot himfclfj many of the fer- 
vants are taken and confined in feveral goals 5 
the hreward who forged Mr. Evanion's will, 

will 
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will certainly be hang'd, and feveral of the 
others, for divers robberies and forgeries that 
can be proved upon them. Thus ends that 
hellifh crew. And now 1 muft conclude faith- 
fully yours, 

Emma Maria Harwood. 



LETTER LXXXVII. 
Lady Harwood to Mifs Welle 

My dear Fanny, Lower-Woodberry. 

1H AV E not had fpirits fufEcient to write 
for fo long a time, that I fear you'll ac- 
cufe me of great neglect. I came home but 
laft night, and have promifed Louifa I will 
foon go and fpend a month with her, but Sir 
Harry would not let me ftay any longer, 
fearing it was too much for my fpirits. The 
day after I wrote to you laft, poor Mr. Eva- 
nion died ; he was buried in the lodge vault. 
Mifs Blyden took it amazingly calm. She 
was with him at the time of his departing 
after which fhe went to her room, from 
whence fhe never intends to come any more. 

L The 
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The day afierhe was buried, me fent for Mr. 
Brook, and put all her affairs into his hands, 
defiring him to allow the houfe-fteward three 
thoufand a year for the family expences ; and 
the overplus of her eftate, which is at leaft 
five thou land a year, to be given in charity. 
She will fee no creature's face on any confe- 
deration, but Mr. Brook, me, her own maid, 
and the chaplain who reads prayers to her 
twice a day. She appears perfectly fenfible 
and quite refign'd, but a perpetual melan- 
choly on her countenance. Now I am fo far 
fettled as to be able to command my own 
time, I want to know how I may prevail on 
Mrs. Wellers to give you liberty to make a 
charitable vifit at Woodberry ; for when the 
Hetchmores are abfent, I have not one rea- 
fonable or decent neighbour and my mother 
finding herfelf decline very fall, will not fuffer 
me to attend Sir Harry any more while fhe 
lives ; and he is now going with the regiment 
into Scotland, which will be eighteen months 
before it returns. Now judge my foliation, 
if it is not deplorable and as I can write 
nothing entertaining, will trefpafs no longer 
on your time, than to allure you that I am 
yours unalterably. 

Emma Maria Harwood. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Continuation of Lady Harwood to 
Wellers. 

SINCE I wrote laft to my dear Mifs Wel- 
lers, I have received a letter from Mrs. 
Clavering, which I here inclofe. From the 
account ihe gives of her new acquaintance, I 
have no notion Ihe will prove of any real ad- 
vantage to her ; on the contrary, greatly fear 
the gay fcenes (he is going to re-enter, may 
fubjeft her to greater inconveniences than any 
Ihe has yet experienced ; for I underftand, 
this Mifs French is a perfon of no fortune, 
tho* in high life, and much taken notice of 
by people of fafhion. When I have feen her, 
will give you more of my opinion, 'fill then, 
adieu, and believe me to remain, 

Tour ever afeftionate, 



Emma Maria Harwood. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Mrs, Claverinc to Lady Harwood, 
clofed in the foregoing. 

OH ! my dear Lady Harwood, I am 
furely the luckieft of unlucky mortals, 
I have met with fuch a friend ! the world 
can't produce her equal ! but I muft calm 
my fpirits, before 1 can give you a rational 
account of this matchlefs excellence. 

My aunt, fweet creature, one evening in- 
dulged me with a friik to Ranelagh, with the 
only tolerable fmart girl in the circle of her 
acquaintance •, one of our party was a Mifs 
French, daughter of fome old Cit that's her 
misfortune, not her fault, poor dear; (he is 
exquifitely handfome, extravagantly genteel, 
fings like an angel i that's nothing; what's 
above all, die's acquainted with all the peo- 
ple of quality in the kingdom ! and can you 
believe it ? This adoreable creature has in- 
vited me to fpend a month with her, when 
my aunt goes into the country and to con- 
vince you that miracles are not ceas'd, me 
has confented, I might indeed go directly ; 
but I chufe to flay till foe is out of the hearing 



hearing 
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or our joyous fchemes, not that this Lovely 
has any thing of the flight in her compo- 
fition the reverfe entirely, languid, gen- 
tle, &c. &c. I Jong with the utmoft im- 
patience to fee you, and have no hopes of 
any opportunity, unlefs you will permit me to 
bring Mifs French with me ? If I can prevail 
with her to take fuch a trip, how compleatl 
happy ftiall I be. I have twenty thoufa 
fchemes in view, but none fo much at h< 
as feeing your ladyfhip. I am, with all 
poflible refpecl, 

Tour mcji obliged, 

and mofi. devoted, 
Annama. Claverin 

LETTER XC. 

Lady Harwood to Mifs Wellej 

Dear Mijs Welters, 

THE night before yeftcrday, myexp 
vifitors arrived, Mrs. Clavering and 
Mils French. I embrace this leifure half 
hour to return thanks for your laft obliging 
L 3 favour 
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favour, and to give you (if poftible) feme 
idea of the latter lady, who is the higheii 
character I ever met : fincerely wifh my ac- 
count could entertain you, as me has enter- 
tained us. They came in about fix in the 
evening ; Mrs. Covering's joy at meeting 
was great, and I was truly glad to fee her ; 
you know her pleafmg gay good humour, it 
always engaged my partiality. Her friend is 
a ftriking figure, handfome and genteel ; her 
deefs was elegantly dirty and ragged, quite 
the fmart flattern. She went through the hall 
into the parlour, and without taking notice- 
of any one, 'flung herfelf into my mother's 
eafy chair, in a fainting attitude ; we were 
much alarm'd, and drops were cali'd for : Mrs. 
CJavering arTured us, {he'd foon recover, but 
was of a delicate nature, and eafily fatigued : 
She then rais'd herfelf, and began with dear 
ladies, a thoufand' pardons ; but fuch a jour- 
ney, and fuch roads, are only to be fuftain'( 
by fuftick frames! I am all confufion to 
perceive that the difcompofure which had to- 
tally involved me, fo abfbrb'd my fenfes, as 
to difable me from paying the decent cere- 
monies on this pleafing occafion. Here me 
again grew faint and languid, but the fea- 
fonable entrance of coffee and tea foon revived 
her drooping fpirits. About eight o'clock 

me 
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&e begg'd for fome harmonious comforts 
which after a little puzzle of ours, and he'r 
more intricate explanations, we found to be 
muGclc I therefore offer' d to mow her to mv 
harpfichord, but fear'd it was not in pertV 
tune. Oh! my dear Lady Harwood, (me 
cried) take me a thoufand miles from an in- 
ftrument out of tune, I die at difcord : but 
Me'm, can't you afk the favour of fome of 
your neighbours to come in and make us up 
a little clam > I (han't recover till I have had 
fome mufick, that's a healing balm to ail my 
wounds. I told her our remote fituation,. 
upon which me immediately fell back in her 
chair, but foon recover'd, hum'd a piece oi 
an Italian air, and begg'd to be condu&ed to 
her Chambre Dormir, not chufing any fup- 
per. On taking leave, (be defir'd not to be 
eall'd till twelve, except the morning was re- 
markably clear, and the fun of an Italick 
warmth ; for the Engliih damps mult have 
taken off the extremity of her voice, ages 
ago, had not the utmoft care been taken. 
I yefterday took fome opportunities ol en- 
quiring a little into her fituation find fhe is 
the only child of a very ridiculous old man. 
On afl-cing in- what part of London fhe lived, 
I was anfwer'd by, Oh ! Me'm, my pa' as bu 
finefs obliges him to refide in a moft filth 
•iirfS.j L.4. - h P ar 
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part of the Metropolis— in the city, Me'm, 
he is fo Jweetly indulgent, that I might U 
where I chufe-filial duty, Me'm, is an impe 
diment to that gratification % for nothing lefs 
than a conjugal attachment, mall ever take 
me from fo kind a parent. We alfo touch'd 
upon the fubje<5t of finging ; I find it is with 
the utmoft reluctance that me quavers forth 
to Jefs than fourfcore or a hundred perfons ; 
nor then, except the whole company join in 
alluring her, its only a private party": If a 
duke and two or three lords lay at her feet 
during the performance, it adds infinite fpirit 
to her fong. Sometimes (I learn) there are 
parties made of noble perfonages, and ihe in- 
vited to fing, and as frequently difappoints 
them ; the confequence of which, Ihe gave 
me in the following manner ; that the morn- 
ing after one of thefe invitations, the whole 
company forced themfelves upon her to breal 
fait ; and then, fays me, Me'm, I was oblige 
to fing, for my dear pa'a is fo fond of hea, 
ing me applauded, that I cannot refill h.„ 
importunity, when I fee the dear good old man 
proftrate on the ground, killing my feet, and 
offering me. the world to indulge him and my 
friends with a fong, half a fong, nay a million 
for three notes j and then their praifes, Me'm, 

are lb 1 muft, indeed I muft totally ob- 

fcure 
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fcnre my voice i for really, Me'm, the ap- 
plaufes quite confound my fenfes I mult, 
Me'm, give it up, for the world is lb fatyri- 
cal ; wou'd you imagine that the people who 
live near me, (neighbours I've none, Me'm) 
talk of inditing my pa'a, Me'm, becaufe the 
noblemen's coaches that wait on me, keep the 
avenues to their fhops, Me'm*, always block'd 
up and certainly it is rather hard, that I 
mould obitruct their cuffomcrs, who have al 
I ufe from the other end of the town. 

My dear Mifs Wellers, I have tired myfl-lf 
and pen, in writing this girl's non fenfe. Ex- 
cufe ceremony in your 

Emma.Maria Harwood, 



LE 
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LETTER XCJ. 

Mifs Wbllers to Lady Harvyood. 

Swinderby Abbey; 

I R E t u r n dear Lady. Harwood man 
thanks for the entertaining account of he 
vifitors i am glad to find they have taken 
their leave, as I cannot fuppofe fuch oddities 
can.pleafe for any length of time. I am re- 
joiced to hear Mifs Blyden appears rather 
more chearful ; heartily wifh fhe could be 
prevail 'd on to quit her chamber, and fee a 
little company, but you fee m to think it im- 
poffible to carry that point. 

I have loft my agreeable companion Mrs. 
Granville, but am happy under the reflection- 
of its being a removal greatly to her advan- 
tage ; old Mr. Courtly having fent her a very 
affectionate letter of invitation home,, me 
inflantly obeyed and I am now in hourly 
expectation of hearing, from her. Pray my 
beft refpects to Mrs. Lewis, the fame attends 
your lady (hip, from 

Tour affeftionate and obliged^ 

F. Welle rs„ 



LET- 
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LETTER XCII. 

Continuation of Mijs Wellers to L 
Harwood. 



My dear Lady Harwood, ^ '^ tXv --Y A Y 

B Y the friendfliip that has long fubfiftcd, 
inviolate between us, our feparate con- 
nections fecm united •> I love your Louifa, 
you my Jemima j therefore am convinced 
the inclofed letter will give you infinite fatis- 
faction. I never experienced a pleafure equal 
to what it afforded me. 

My mother and fclf propofe to fet out to- 
morrow for Courtly Hall from whence, 
whatever occurs that can in any refpecl con- 
tribute to the entertainment of dear Lady 
Harwood, .mail be communicated by her 

faithful Friend 

and Servant, 

Frances Well M&t- 
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LETTER XCIII. 

Mrs. Granville to Mifs Wellers, 
in the foregoing. 

Courtly Hall. 

HOW varied the fcene fince I laft pen*d 
letter to my dear Mils Wellers from 
this place, then was I the unhappy object of 
rttjf father's difpleafure, now his chief delight - 
then only a fecret admirer of Horatio, now 
his happy wife [ and what was then my 
reputed crime, is now my greateft triumph. 
Btefi: change! Innumerable reflections of this 
kind crowd on my memory, and retard the 
► chief defign of this epiftle — but without fur- 
ther digreiTion, I'll now proceed. 

As to our firft meeting, it may eafier 
imagined than defcrib'd ; after the altern 
tranfports of joy and grief were over, my 
father inform'd me, that all my unhappinefs 
had proceeded from my filler's treachery, a& 
length difcovered by Mifs Brand, who Mn a 
letter to my father, with a vaft deal of pre- 
tended contrition, declared herfelf confederate 
with Emily, In forming various fchemes for 
injuring me in my father's affections } mod of 

which, 
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which, both you and myfelf have long been 
acquainted with. 

As foon as my father had perufed tha 
letter, he fent for Mils Brand, who then gave 
a particular account of their wicked combina- 
tion, and produced the letters fhe had received 
from my fifter, protefting remorfe of confer- 
ence, prompt her to a difcovery, that me had 
long been a ftranger to peace of mind, and 
never mould enjoy a moment's fatisfaclion, 
fill the grievances (he had been acceffary to 
were redrefs'd •, but how falfe that affertion, 
pique and refentment were her fole inftigator?, 
for it feems as-fbon as I was out of the power 
of my fifter, and fke found Mifs Brand could 
be of no further fervice, fhe treated her. with 
great coolnefs and indifference, and at length 
total difregard. Mifs Brand quickly perceived 
this alteration, but having prelent occaficn 
for a little cafli, refolved to put Emily's 
friendfhip once more to the trial ; accordingly 
requefted the loan of five guineas, which 
Emily refufed, defiring Mifs Brand would 
never trouble her upon fuch accounts, nor 
ever expect any fuch favour from her. 

What a fortunate circumftance was this to 
me, Mifs Brand refolving on revenge, di- 
vulged their vile confpiracy, and thereby 
turn'd the tide of my adverfe fortune, and 

prevente * 
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prevented the train of ills I might have fuf- 
fered from a continuance under a parent's 
difpleafure. 

My father juftly obferving Mils Brand 
never repented the fewing difcord in our 
family, till {lie found it no longer of ad- 
vantage to herfelf, . prefenting her with five 
guineas, frankly told her he mould regar4 : 
that fum as much too trifling a recompence 
for the benefits that accru'd from her dilco, 
very, but could not think of rewarding as a 
virtue, what evidently appeared the refult of a 
contrary principle. What pity was it, that a 
man fo capable of judging right, mould fo 
long be milled by prejudice and partiality ; 
but God forbid I mould even in thought? 
reproach or cenfure his paft conduct, fince he 
now makes fuch ample amends by theutmoft 
tendernefs and paternal affection. 

My aunt Sheldren has acquainted me with 
Emily's fituation, that as her unnatural be- 
haviour had made the fight of her unbearable 
to my father, he infilled upon her quitting 
his houfe, and was with difficulty prevail'd 
on to make any provifion for her, but by my 
aunt's earneft intreaty, he has promifed me 
mail be decently provided for during her life, . 
tho' not as his daughter, and has put her to 

board : 
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board in a family at a very confiderable 
diftance. 

I believe you have often heard that my . 
mother's fortune, which v/as ten thouland 
pounds, was to be diftributed according to 
my father's difcretion- among the younger 
children he therefore has allotted one 
thoufand of it for my filler's maintenance, 
and the refidue is referved for my portion, 
and to be paid Mr. Granville at his return, an 
event my father feems almolt as anxious after 
as myfelf ; he alfo ieconds me in an earnerc 
defire, which is partly in your power to 
^ratify, I mean the pleafure of Mrs. Welters* 
and your company at Courtly Hall, , which, 
will greatly add to the felicity of 

Tour mcft-.cffefiionate,. 



Jemima Granville; 
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LETTER XCIV. 

Mifs Wellers to Lady Harwood. 

Bear Lady Harwood, Courd y Halh 

I Received your obliging favour a few days 
• after my arrival at this place «, Mrs. Gran- 
ville defires me to prcfent her mod refpeaful 
compliments and thanks for your congratula- 
tions,, for which I likewife think myfelf ex- 
tremely, obliged to you. Young Mr. Courtly 
came to conduct us from Swinderby hither; 
he defir'd that at our firft meeting, we would 
take no notice of former affairs, as his father 
feem'd too fenfibly aiTe&ed whenever the lc 
mention was made of them. 

Old Mr. Courtly received us with great 
politenefs, and appear'd tolerably chearful ; 
you cannot' conceive what pains he takes to 
make us all happy, his whole ftudy and 
attention is conftantly bent upon that en- 
deavour. 

I am vaftly glad to hear your mother is well 
enough to propofe going to Upper Wood- 
berry, and think her remaining there while 
^u are at Blyden-Lodge, is an excellent • 

fcheme, 
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le, as Lady Hetchmore and Mrs. Lewis 
litablc companions, and will be happy- 
each other, but your fltuation with poor 
fa muft be exceffive melancholy. How- 
as your company is her defire,. I am 
ied it's a pleafure to you to comply. All 
family join in compliments to your 
ier and felf, with 

Tour obliged 

and affectionate 

F. Wellers. 

. S. Old Mr. Courtly was yefterday^feveral 
■s engaged in private conference with my 
her. 
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LETTER XCV. 
Mrs. Granville to Lady Harwood. 
Bear Madam, Courtly Half. 

I AM commiflion'd by Mifs Wellers 
acquaint your ladyftiip with fome particu- 
lars of a nature that will not fo properly 
admit of a relation from herfelf. Your lady- 
ihip I am certain is no ftranger to the reci- 
procal regard my brother and Mifs Wellers 
have for fome years entertained for each other, 
but the unhappy fituation of our family oblig'd 
them to conceal their well placed affections 
till. now. My father, by my brother's defire,. 
has made propofals to Mrs. Wellers, and 
afiur'd her, that if he fucceeded in his embafly,, 
his happinefs would be com pleated, for had 
he the choice of the whole fex, Mifs Wellers 
would be the firft woman he would point out 
as a wife for his fon. Mrs. Wellers declaring 
herfelf equally fatisfied on her daughter's 
account ; the lawyers were inftantly employ 'd 
in the necefiary points relating to fcttlements, , 
&c. and as foon as they are compleated, the 
mirriage will be folemnized. Now I have 

broke 
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broke the ice, I believe Mifs Wellers will give 
you further information in a fhort time. 1 am 
with due refpedt, 

Tout Ladyjhifs mcft obliged 

and obedient humble Servant 

Jemima Granville, 



LETTER .XCV'I. 
Mifs Wellers to. Lady Harwood. 
My dear Lady Harwood, 

MR S. Granville having acquainted yoi 
with the particular engagement that 
has for fome time engrofs'd my attention, I 
hope you will readily excufe my neglect in not 
writing to your ladyfhip before this. 

Every circumftance is now fettled relating 
to my efpoufal with Mr. Courtly, and now 
my dear Emma, let me prevail with you to 
honour me with your preience at the cere- 
mony, which is to be performed at S win- 
derby, on the anniverfary of Mrs. Granville 
wedding day I mult defpair of the happinefs 
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of Mrs. Lewis's company, as I fear the 
journey would be too fatiguing, but as my 
joys Will not be compleat till I have Teen her, 
will make a vifit at Woodberry as foon as 
poffible. I fuppofe you are not now with 
Mils Blyden, fo mall direcl this letter to 
Woodberry, and hope very foon to receive 
one from your lady/hip. I am 

Tour affectionate^ &c. 



F. Wel 
LETTER XCVIL 




Lady Harwood to Mifi Wellers. 

My dear Mifs Welters,. 

I A M preparing with all fpeed for Courtly 
Hal], I was at Blyden- Lodge when your 
kind invitation came,, but my dear Louifa 
immediately confented to my leaving her, 
obligingly faying, me could part with me 
without relu&ance on this occafion. My 
mother would moll gladly accompany me, 
could me fupport the fatigue of the journey, 
but as me is very certain of the contrary, fays 

her 
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her belt and tenderefl wifhes that ever will 
attend you, muft fuffice. I am with joy and 
gJadnefs inexpreffible 

Tour affectionate^ Sec. 

Emma Maria Harwood. 



LETTER XCVIIL 
Lady Harwood to Mrs. Lewis. 

Honoured Madam % 

I A M fafe arrived at Courtly Hall, where 
I was received with the greater! friendihip 
and politenefs by the whole family. We are 
to fee out for Swinderby next Saturday, and 
in a few days after, the marriage is to be there 
confummated j the young folks intended a 
private wedding, but old Mr. Courtly infifts 
upon its being very public, and celebrated 
with great joy and feftivity ; he defigns 
keeping open houfe for a fortnight. As loon 
as the vifits are received and return 'd, the 
bride and bridegroom will accompany me to. 

Wood- 
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Woodbcrry, and fpend a few days 
us. I am, 

Dear Madam, 
Tour dutiful and 

affeftionate Daughter, 
Emma Maria Hadwood. 

CONCLUSION. 

IN about a twelve month after Mr. An- 
thony Courtly's marriage, Mr. Granville 
return'd from his travels, an event that corn- 
pleated the felicity of that family. Old Mr. 
Courtly foon became truly fenfible of his fon 
in law's great merit and juft title to his 
parental regard, in fo much that he gave him 
eight thouiand pounds, exclufive of the for- 
tune Mrs. Granville was intitled to by her 
mother's marriage articles, which he caufed to 
be fettled in like manner on her irTue. 

As young Mr. Courtly refided at S winderby, 
old Mr. Courtly propofed Mr. Granville's 
continuing with him, but Horatio's active 

genius 
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genius naturally inclined him more to the pur- 
lin* of fome employment and a town life, than 
a country retirement; his firm attachment to 
the young nobleman he had travePd with, 
greatly contributed to ftrengthen that choice* 
as by refiding in London, he could have more 
frequent opportunities of feeing his lordfhip, 
who likewife entertained the greatcft efteem 
and friend/hip for Mr. Granville, which he 
afterwards manifefted, by procuring him a 
poft of great honour and profit, which he 
enjoyed during his life, and filled with the 
highefl reputation. 

Immediately after the death of Mrs. Welters, 
Mr. Anthony Courtly removed to Courtly 
Hall, as Swinderby Abbey was extremely 
difagreeable to Mrs. Courtly, after the lofs of 
her mother. 

Old Mr. Courtly lived to a great age, in a 
ftate of uninterrupted tranquility. 

Mils Emily Courtly fhortened her days by 
intemperate living, endeavouring to drown 
the reflections of a guilty confcience. 

Mifs BJyden perfevered in her refolution of 
never quitting her chamber, and lived fome 
years in that melancholy fituation. After her 
deceafe, every body that were in the leaft de- 
fending her notice, found themfelves remem- 
bered in her will i her more particular ac- 
quaintance 
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quaintance were bequeathed very confiderable 
legacies, and large funis intrufted to her exe- 
cutors to be diftributed in both public and 
private charities. 

After the death of Mrs. Lewis, Lady Har- 
wood's mother, Sir Harry fold his commiffion 
and retired with his lady and family to Wood- 
berry. 

Mrs. Clavering continued with her aunt 
Burton during her life, and after the death of 
her aunt, was received and fupported by Mr. 
Rainsford her father. 

The Mifs Moores were, after the death of 
their uncle Duncombe, genteely provided for 
in Lady Hetchmore's family. 

Lady Harwood, Mr. Anthony Courtly, and 
Mrs. Granville, were thelaft furvivingperfons,, 
the only circumftance that made the lofs of 
their conforts fupportable, and, that could 
alleviate that misfortune, was obferving all 
the amiable qualities of the deceas'd furvive in 
their offspring, which they did in fuch eminent 
degree, that to all the ififue of thofe happy 
pairs, might be juftly afcrhVd, that fine en- 
comium on the family of a gentleman inter'd 
in Weftminfter- Abbey : That all the Sons 
were valiant, and all the Daughters virtuous. 
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